Seventh Sunday
of Easter

In-Person/Live Service
May 16, 2021

Welcome to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Seventh Sunday of Easter
May 16, 2021

Future services will be recorded and aired on YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV.
MeTV will broadcast Sunday Services at 10:00 a.m. on the following channels:
For DirecTV: Ch. 67; For Cable, Fios, and Dish: Ch. 5; For “Rabbit Ears”: Ch. 67-1

Call to Worship
P

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

C

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

P

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the
gift of baptism.

C

We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading
us from death to life, from tears to joy. We bless you, risen Christ, that your
Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, like rains to our thirsting
earth, like streams that revive our souls, like cups of cool water shared with
strangers. Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. Clothe us
with your mercy and forgiveness. Send us companions on our journey as we
share your life.

P

Make us one, risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. To you be
given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever.

C

Amen.

Opening Hymn: LBW 386

Apostolic Greeting
P

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C

And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
P

Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as your own, and by the
powerful name of Christ you protect us from evil. By your Spirit transform us
and your beloved world, that we may find our joy in your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

C

Amen.

First Reading: Acts 1:15-17, 21-26
In the days between Jesus’ ascension and Pentecost, Peter oversees the process
whereby one of the members of the community of believers is chosen to be the
twelfth apostle, in order to fill the vacancy created by Judas’s treachery and death.
In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered
about one hundred twenty persons) and said, “Friends, the scripture had to be
fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who
became a guide for those who arrested Jesus—for he was numbered among us and
was allotted his share in this ministry.” So one of the men who have accompanied
us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from
the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us—one of these must
become a witness with us to his resurrection.” So they proposed two, Joseph called
Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. Then they prayed and said,
“Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these two you have
chosen to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned
aside to go to his own place.” And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on
Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles.
A
C

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 1
A
Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, nor
C
A
C

lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful!
Their delight is in the law of the LORD, and they meditate on God’s teaching
day and night.
They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season,
with leaves that do not wither; everything they do shall prosper.
It is not so with the wicked; they are like chaff which the wind blows away.

A
C

P
C

Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, nor the
sinner in the council of the righteous.
For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked shall
be destroyed.
The Holy Gospel according to John the 17th Chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: John 17:6-19

In this reading the church hears Jesus’ words on the night before his death—his
prayer for his disciples and for all who would believe in him through their words.
[Jesus prayed:] “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from
the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your
word. Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; for the words
that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in
truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on
their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom
you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I
have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in
the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that
you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. While I was with them, I
protected them in your name that you have given me. I guarded them, and not one
of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be
fulfilled. But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that
they may have my joy made complete in themselves. I have given them your word,
and the world has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do
not belong to the world. I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask
you to protect them from the evil one. They do not belong to the world, just as I do
not belong to the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you have
sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. And for their sakes I
sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.”
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon: Pastor Steve Biegner

Hymn of the Day: LBW 206

Apostles’ Creed
A

Let’s confess the faith of the Church together using the Apostles’ Creed:

C

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen

Prayers of the Church
A

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers
before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.
Holy God, in Christ Jesus the joy of the church is made complete. Root the
church in your Word and unify us as Christ’s body. Send us into the world as
your loving people, ready to testify to your Spirit at work. Hear us, O God.

C

Your mercy is great.

A

Mighty God, the world is your handiwork, displaying your creative impulse.
Seas teem with life, forests reach up to praise you, and the mystery of life lies
deep in the soil. Guard and keep this world for the well-being of all your
creatures. Hear us, O God.

C

Your mercy is great.

A

Gracious Sovereign, those who follow your ways are like trees planted near
streams of water. Establish the leaders of nations and all in authority in your
grace and truth. Strengthen them, so that the people they serve will have
abundant life. Hear us, O God.

C

Your mercy is great.

A

Generous Savior, you befriend those who are sick, suffering, poor, lonely,
outcast, rejected, or sick. Grant healing and love to all in need, especially the
people named on our Prayer List, and those we name either silently or aloud.
Give them tangible signs of your steadfast love. Hear us, O God.

C

Your mercy is great.

A

Creator God, here in this community we share the gift of praying, learning,
and supporting one another. Give us thankful hearts as we claim the gifts that
are unique to us and keep us from being envious of others with different gifts.
Hear us, O God.

C

Your mercy is great.

A

Saving God, your wonderful promise is the gift of eternal life in Jesus.
Through the witness of those who have died in you, strengthen us now in this
gift of life. We cherish the memory of your saints. Hear us, O God.

C

Your mercy is great.

A

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your
never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

C

Words of Institution
P

In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is
my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord’s Prayer
P
C

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

Communion Blessing
P

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace.

C

Amen.

Prayer After Communion
P

Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.
Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your
love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C

Amen.

Benediction
P

And now as you go on your way, may the Lord go with you. May he go before
you to show you the way, behind you to encourage you, beside you to be your
friend, above you to watch over you, and within you to give you peace. Go
today celebrating in the name of the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit,
and all God’s children said…

C

Amen.

Sharing the Peace and Sending
P

Christ is risen!

C

He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

P

Let’s go in peace, remember the poor, and serve our risen Lord!

C

Thanks be to God.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
What’s Happening This Week at St. Paul’s: May 16-23, 2021

TODAY:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Thursday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

10:00 am: WNY Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV
10:00 am: In-Person Worship and Communion
1:00 pm: Ray of Hope
4:30 pm: Daily Bread Food Truck at Amherst High School
10:00 am: Bible Study
6:00 pm: Burrito Project
3:00-6:30 pm: Tiger’s Den Food Pantry Open
3:00-6:00 pm: Daily Bread Food Truck Community Meal Share
7:00 pm: Emotional Sobriety Too
9:00 am-12:30 pm: Tiger’s Den Food Pantry Open
9:00 am-12:00 pm: Daily Bread Food Truck Community Meal Share
10:00 am: PENTECOST: In-Person Worship and Communion
10:00 am: WNY Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV
11:00 am: Baptism of Erin Elliott Crowley
1:00 pm: Ray of Hope

Attendance last week: YouTube/Facebook/MeTV: 200+ In-Person: 60 Offering: $5,352.00

Prayer List: In our congregational family: (* indicates new names or changes added this week)
Marion Alexander: Tennyson Court, #127 in Memory Care Unit, Williamsville, NY 14221
Neal DeLeo: Brothers of Mercy, 10570 Bergtold Road, Clarence, NY 14031
Claire Franke: Elderwood, 225 Bennett Road, #223, Cheektowaga, NY 14227
Chad Israel
Christopher Magin: 22 Dale Drive, Tonawanda, NY 14150
Dorothy Menth: 2330 Maple Road, Apt. 383, Williamsville, NY 14221
Alison Silsby: 4360 Peet Street, Middleport, NY 14105
David Wolf: P.O. Box 198, Clarence Center, NY 14032

Prayer List: In our and extended family: Ira Striejewske; Ralph Vahue; Thomas Maier

ST. PAUL’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

In-Person Worship: We resumed Sunday in-person worship beginning at 10:00 am. As we
previously handled in-person worship, reservations are requested if you plan to attend any of the
in-person services. You will still need to wear face masks, maintain limited capacity in the
sanctuary, and adhere to current Covid-19 protocols. Please contact the Church Office at 716835-0407 to make your reservation. If you cannot join us for in-person worship, please continue
to worship with us as WNY Church Unleashed on Sunday mornings at 10:00 am on WBBZ,
YouTube, or Facebook.

Covid-19 Restrictions: While zone designations (yellow, orange, red) remain in various areas, we
ask that you not stop by the Church Office unannounced. If you need to come to the office or
meet with Pastor Steve, please call ahead and make an appointment (716-835-0407). This way
we can continue to keep you and our staff safe during this difficult time.

Tigers Den Food Pantry: The Food pantry is open to anyone in need in zip code 14226 or by
referral. The May Pantry hours are Thursday 5/20 from 3:00 pm to 6:30 pm, and Saturday 5/22
from 9:00 am to 12:30 pm. Donations for May are: condiments, rice, and cereal.

Daily Bread Food Truck News: The DBFT will be parked in the Amherst High School front
parking lot every Monday from 5:00-7:00 pm, to hand out free meals to the community. A
number of neighborhood eateries will be teaming with the DBFT to “host” these meals. If you
would like to volunteer to help out on Mondays, please contact Katie at 835-0407.

Outdoor Coffee Hour: Beginning in May or June (depending on the weather), we will gather
outside following the 10:00 am worship service to share conversation, coffee, and fellowship.
This will be a time to renew relationships and meet new missionaries at St. Paul’s. If you would
be interested in helping us with this (set-up, provide a snack, and break-down), please call the
office or sign-up on the board in the Gathering Area.

+ St. Paul’s Mission +
To empower others with the Good News of Jesus Christ.

We do that by: Seeking Connections, Enriching Faith, Nourishing Lives,
and Demonstrating Love in God’s Name.
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