
13th Sunday after           

Pentecost 

In-Person/Live Service                                        

August 22, 2021 



Welcome to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

13th Sunday After Pentecost                                                                                                  
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Future services will be recorded and aired on YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV.                 
MeTV will broadcast Sunday Services at 10:00 a.m. on the following channels:                        

For DirecTV: Ch. 67;  For Cable, Fios, and Dish: Ch. 5; For “Rabbit Ears”: Ch. 67-1 

 

 

Brief order for Confession and Forgiveness 

P      In this season, we worship the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our 

 sins, whose fire burns in our hearts and lives still today. 

C  Amen 

P  Seeking reconciliation with God and neighbor, let us remember the gift of 

 baptism and confess our sin together. God of mercy, 

C  we confess that we have sinned against you, against one another; we forgot to 

 love as we have been loved. We are worried and distracted by many things, 

 and we fail to love you above all else. Many times, we store up treasures for 

 ourselves and turn away from our neighbors in need. Forgive us, for all that 

 we’ve messed up, that we may live in the freedom of your Son, Jesus Christ 

 our Lord. Amen 

P When we were laid low by sin and guilt, God made us alive together with 

 Christ, forgiving us all our trespasses by taking our sins to the cross. So rejoice 

 in this good news: you are brought back to the Father who created you, 

 forgiven by the Savior who died for you, and poured out over again by the 

 Holy Spirit who walks with you in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

 and all God’s people said:  

C  Amen 



Opening Hymn: LBW 464 

Apostolic Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

 of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day                                                                                                             

 

P Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is eternal. Direct our 

 choices and preserve us in your truth, that, renouncing what is false and evil, 

 we may live in you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen.  



First Reading: Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18 

In the Near East, covenant means “agreement” or “alliance.” It describes             

relationships and is the primary word used to characterize the relationship between 

God and Israel. By delivering Israel, God has already begun the relationship.     

Joshua calls upon the people to respond. 

Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the      

elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented        

themselves before God. And Joshua said to all the people, “Now therefore revere 

the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that 

your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. Now if 

you are unwilling to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether 

the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the 

Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my household, we will 

serve the LORD.” Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should   

forsake the LORD to serve other gods; for it is the LORD our God who brought us 

and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who 

did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all the way that we went, 

and among all the peoples through whom we passed; and the LORD drove out     

before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will 

serve the LORD, for he is our God.” 

                                                    

A The Word of the Lord                                                                                    

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading: Ephesians 6:10-20 

Like a general giving a rousing speech to troops before battle, this letter closes by 

calling on Christians to be equipped for spiritual warfare against evil. The full armor 

of God includes truth, righteousness, peace, faith, the gift of salvation, and the word 

of God inspired by the Spirit. 

Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. Put on the whole armor of 

God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For our struggle 

is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the           

authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual 

forces of evil in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so 

that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to 

stand firm. Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put 

on the breastplate of righteousness. As shoes for your feet put on whatever will  

 

 

 



make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. With all of these, take the shield of 

faith, with which you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 

Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.
 

Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert 

and always persevere in supplication for all the saints. Pray also for me, so that when 

I speak, a message may be given to me to make known with boldness the mystery of 

the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it     

boldly, as I must speak. 

A The Word of the Lord                                                                                      

C Thanks be to God. 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to John the Sixth Chapter.   

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Gospel: John 6:56-69 

The “hard saying” that offends Jesus’ disciples is his claim that his followers must eat 

his flesh and drink his blood. The followers who return to their old lives know 

something about how odd this sounds. Simon Peter, on the other hand, knows 

something about the scarcity of living, gracious words. He asks the most important 

question: “To whom shall we go?” 

[Jesus said,] “Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in 

them. Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever 

eats me will live because of me. This is the bread that came down from heaven, not 

like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread 

will live forever.” He said these things while he was teaching in the synagogue at    

Capernaum. When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is         

difficult; who can accept it?” But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were          

complaining about it, said to them, “Does this offend you? Then what if you were to 

see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? It is the spirit that gives life; 

the flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. But 

among you there are some who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who 

were the ones that did not believe, and who was the one that would betray him. And 

he said, “For this reason I have told you that no one can come to me unless it is 

granted by the Father.” Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no 

longer went about with him. So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go 

away?” Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words 

of eternal life. We have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of 

God.” 



P This is the Gospel of the Lord.                                                                             

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon: Pastor Steve Biegner 

 

 

 

Hymn of the Day: WOV 699 



Apostles’ Creed  

A Let’s confess the faith of the Church together using the Apostles’ Creed: 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.                               

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.     

  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin 

  Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

  buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.     

  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

  He will come again to judge the living and the dead.   

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of  

  saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

  everlasting. Amen 

 

Prayers of the Church  

A Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, 

 and all in need. 

 God of courage, bless all leaders of your church. Make them ready to proclaim 

 the gospel of peace and strengthen them to preach your loving word. Lord, in 

 your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

A God of creation, bless fields and orchards. Protect the land from drought and 

 bring life-giving rain to support growth. Instruct your people in wise treatment 

 of the world you have provided for all your creatures. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

A God of community, bless all who seek justice between nations and peoples. 

 Give guidance to bridge-builders, heal divisions, and inspire cooperation in 

 times of crisis, disaster, and war. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

A God of compassion, bless all who are in any need, especially the people on our 

 Prayer List and those we name either silently or aloud. Accompany all who are 

 lonely and feeling abandoned and remind them of your abiding presence.             

 Accompany all who are persecuted and exploited and open us to their cries. 

 Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 



A God of change, bless our transitions. Guide all who are embarking on new 

 stages in life such as a new job, new school, or new community. Sustain  

 enduring friendships and kindle new relationships and interests. Lord, in your 

 mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

A God of comfort, bless all who mourn the deaths of their beloved ones. We give 

 you thanks for the saints who have gone before us. Renew our confidence in 

 your promise of resurrection and life in the world to come. Lord, in your    

 mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

A Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; 

 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offering, Music, and Offertory Prayer 

  

P Let us pray. 

C God of grace, we give you thanks for all the blessings you have poured into our 

 lives.  Thank you for the opportunities to share those blessings through and 

 beyond St. Paul’s.  Use the gifts we offer here today and in our planned giving 

 to bless the world with your hope, your presence and your love.  Amen  

 

 

Ways to Give to St. Paul’s 

With our return to in-person worship, we thought we would let you know about a                          

couple of options you can use to continue tithing at St. Paul’s: 

• In-Person Worship: Continue to put your envelopes and cash in the plate 

• Giving by Mail: If you are not be able to attend worship in person, please mail your                          

donations payable to St. Paul’s to the church office 4007 Main St., Eggertsville, NY  14226 

• Online: On the St. Paul’s website is a link to Online Giving which will allow you to donate 

either via PayPal or credit card. Click the Online Giving button and you will be taken to the 

site to set up an account, where to direct your donation, and the amount you want to donate.  

The website is: https://stpaulseggertsville.com/online-giving/  



Dialogue and Preface 

P The Lord be with you.                

C And also with you.                  

P  Lift up your hearts.                 

C We lift them to the Lord.                 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.             

C It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

P It is indeed right and proper that we should at all times and in all places, offer 

 thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who 

 on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 

 opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and 

 the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and speak their unending hymn: 

 

Sanctus (spoken) 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 

 your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of 

 the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.   

  

Words of Institution 

P In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

 gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is 

 my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

 saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

 people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:                             

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the  

 kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 



Holy Communion at St. Paul’s: celebrated every time we gather, and is open to all. 

Please approach by the center aisle, receive the bread, take the wine and return to your seat via 
the side aisle. *Or remain in your seat and use the elements you picked up on the way into 
church. Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available. Simply request it from the assisting 
minister holding the wine.  Children are welcome! Those who receive elsewhere may receive 
here. Children who do not yet receive may come for a blessing. If you have difficulty walking, 
communion will be brought to you at your seat.  

Communion Blessing 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you                     

 in his grace. 

C Amen. 

 

Prayer After Communion 

P Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to 

 the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in 

 this meal. Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the 

 world. 

C Amen. 

 

Benediction  

P And now as you go on your way, may the Lord go with you. May he go before 

 you to show you the way, behind you to encourage you, beside you to be your 

 friend, above you to watch over you, and within you to give you peace. Go 

 today celebrating in the name of the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

 and all God’s children said…  

C Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn: LBW 345 (on the following page) 

 

Sharing the Peace and Sending 

P May you be unleashed, unleashed into the world, as we go in peace and serve 

 the Lord! 

C Thanks be to God.  



 

 

 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

What’s Happening This Week at St. Paul’s: August 22-29, 2021 

 

 

TODAY:  9:00-11:30 am: Daily Bread Food Truck: Pastries with Emilie   

  10:00 am: WNY Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV   

  10:00 am: In-Person Worship and Communion         

  1:00 pm: Ray of Hope                                                                                    

Thursday: 7:00 pm: Emotional Sobriety Too Meeting              

Saturday: 9:00-12:30 pm: Tiger’s Den Food Pantry Open                                     

Sunday: 9:00-11:30 am: Daily Bread Food Truck: Pastries with Emilie   

  10:00 am: WNY Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV   

  10:00 am: In-Person Worship and Communion        

  1:00 pm: Ray of Hope   

 

 Attendance last week: YouTube/Facebook/MeTV: 200+  In-Person:   Offering: $9,032.00 

 

Prayer List:  In our congregational family: (* indicates new names or changes added this week)                                                                                                  
Marion Alexander: Tennyson Court, #127 in Memory Care Unit, Williamsville, NY 14221                                          

Neal DeLeo: Brothers of Mercy, 10570 Bergtold Road, Clarence, NY 14031                                                       

Richard Elliott: 34 Pino Alto Court, Williamsville, NY  14221                                              

Claire Franke: Elderwood, 225 Bennett Road, #223, Cheektowaga, NY 14227                                               

Chad Israel and Hayley Israel                     

Dorothy Menth: 2330 Maple Road, Apt. 383, Williamsville, NY 14221                                                            

*Dave Metz: Elderwood, 200 Bassett Road, Rm. 245B, Williamsville, NY 14221                                                   

Grace Mols: Elderwood, 200 Bassett Road, Williamsville, NY 14221                                       

Diane Siegel: 636 Evergreen Drive, Tonawanda, NY  14150                                                      

Alison Silsby: 4360 Peet Street, Middleport, NY 14105                                                                           

David Wolf: P.O. Box 198, Clarence Center, NY 14032                               

Larry Woodward: GreenFields, 5949 Broadway, Room C119, Lancaster, NY 14086 

 

Prayer List:  In our and extended family:  Ira Striejewske; Thomas Maier       



ST. PAUL’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

In-Person Worship:  10:00 am. Reservations are not required. With the increase of the Covid 

variant in our area, we are asking everyone to wear a face mask until they are seated and           

distanced in church. If you are singing, please make sure you have a face mask on.  The Sunday 

10:00 am worship service is also being livestreamed on St. Paul’s YouTube page. 

WNY Church Unleashed: If you cannot join us for in-person worship, please continue to     

worship with us as WNY Church Unleashed on Sunday mornings at 10:00 am on WBBZ, 

YouTube, or Facebook.   

Tigers Den Food Pantry:  The Food Pantry is open to anyone in need in zip code 14226 or by 

referral. The remaining August Pantry hours are: Saturday 8/28 from 9:00 am–12:30 pm.      

Donations for August are: juice, tissues, paper towels, shampoo, and hand soap. 

Daily Bread Food Truck:  The Daily Bread Food Truck will be parked outside St. Paul’s on 

Main Street EVERY Sunday from 9:00-11:30am serving yummy coffee and pastries. The 

original “get one, give one” mission is back in action, so remember that for every meal 

purchased, one meal is given. There are many opportunities this summer to get involved, as 

well. We need help in the kitchen! We would love to add you to the team! Contact Katie at 716-

835-0407 or email dailybread4007@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Planning Ahead 

  

Friday 9/3, 7:00 am: Find Sydney West Ride 

                 1:00 pm: Community Ride 

Sunday 9/5, 9:30-9:45 am: “Falling Upward” outdoor       
service begins 

Wednesday 9/8, 10:00 am: Comforters Meetings resume 

Sunday 9/12, 10:00 am: Sunday School resumes 

Tuesday 9/14, 10:00 am: Bible Study resumes 

Sunday 9/19, 9:00 am: New Missionary Meeting 

Sunday 9/19: Backpack Blessing during Sunday School  

Sunday 9/19, 11:30 am-1:00 pm: Confirmation Classes begin 

Monday 9/20, 7:00 pm: God on Tap 





 

 

 

 

 

 

+ St. Paul’s Mission + 

To empower others with the Good News of Jesus Christ.   

We do that by: Seeking Connections, Enriching Faith, Nourishing Lives,  

and Demonstrating Love in God’s Name. 

 

St. Paul’s Congregation Council                                                                                              

President/Secretary:  Debbie Regan-Howe                                       

Vice-President:  Janell Andersen     Treasurer:  William Niblock      

Susan Epstein     Matt Fricano     Kathryn Francis     Nick Hazlett                                                  

Gerri Horton      David Schunak     Robert Simpson    

 

Pastor at St. Paul’s: Rev. Steve Biegner (868-1232 - cell)                                                             

E-mail: steve@stpaulseggertsville.org 

 

Director of Music: Paul H. Storfer    

Christian Ed Coordinator: June Piette                                                                

Youth Ministry: Adam Weber 

 

Parish Administrator: Katie Basham                                                                                           

E-mail: katie@stpaulseggertsville.org 

Telephone: (716) 835-0407                                                                                                       

E-mail: office@stpaulseggertsville.org                                                                                         

Website: www.stpaulseggertsville.org 


