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“Love Heals”
Prelude Music
Brief order for Confession and Forgiveness
P

We begin our worship today, surrounded by God’s love, in the name of the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

C

Amen.

P

Almighty God to whom all hearts are open, all desires known and from whom
no secrets are hid, cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C

Amen.

P

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most
merciful God,

C

We confess that we have sinned against you. We put ourselves first and fail to
love our neighbors. We worry about the problems of others and we neglect
ourselves. We have become stuck in our ways of being. We have become
addicted to our own way of thinking. God, we need your grace and forgiveness.
We need your help to let go. We need a new beginning. So, for the sake of
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us and give us a new start, show us the
way to follow you and reflect your love for all creation. Amen.

P

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and for his
sake, God forgives all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church
of Christ and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness
of all your sins. In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Because that
is what love does!

C

Amen.

Opening Hymn: ELW 717

Apostolic Greeting
P

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C

And also with you.

Salutation and Prayer of the Day
P
Living God, in Christ you make all things new. Transform the poverty of our
nature by the riches of your grace, and in the renewal of our lives make
known your glory, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C

Amen.

First Reading: Jeremiah 17:5-10
These verses compose a poem that is part of a larger collection of wisdom sayings
that contrast two ways of life. Life with God brings blessing; the power and vitality
of God is active in our life. Life without God brings a curse, the power of death.
Thus says the LORD: Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals and make mere
flesh their strength, whose hearts turn away from the LORD. They shall be like a
shrub in the desert, and shall not see when relief comes. They shall live in the
parched places of the wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land. Blessed are those
who trust in the LORD, whose trust is the LORD. They shall be like a tree planted
by water, sending out its roots by the stream. It shall not fear when heat comes,
and its leaves shall stay green; in the year of drought it is not anxious, and it does
not cease to bear fruit. The heart is devious above all else; it is perverse—who can
understand it? I the LORD test the mind and search the heart, to give to all
according to their ways, according to the fruit of their doings.
A
C

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 1 (read responsively)
They are like trees planted by streams of water. (Ps. 1:3)
A
C
A

Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, nor
lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful!
Their delight is in the law of the LORD, and they meditate on God’s teaching
day and night.
They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season,
with leaves that do not wither; everything they do shall prosper.

C
A
C

It is not so with the wicked; they are like chaff which the wind blows away.
Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, nor the
sinner in the council of the righteous.
For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked shall
be destroyed.

A
C

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

P
C

The Holy Gospel according to Luke the Sixth Chapter
Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Luke 6:17-26
After choosing his twelve apostles, Jesus teaches a crowd of followers about the
nature and demands of discipleship. He begins his great sermon with surprising
statements about who is truly blessed in the eyes of God.
[Jesus] came down with [the twelve] and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of
his disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast
of Tyre and Sidon. They had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases;
and those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. And all in the crowd
were trying to touch him, for power came out from him and healed all of them.
Then he looked up at his disciples and said: “Blessed are you who are poor, for
yours is the kingdom of God. “Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be
filled. “Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh. “Blessed are you when
people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame you on
account of the Son of Man. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely your
reward is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets. “But
woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation. “Woe to you who
are full now, for you will be hungry. “Woe to you who are laughing now, for you will
mourn and weep. “Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their
ancestors did to the false prophets.”
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon: Nick Stroczkowski

Hymn of the Day: ELW 717, verses 1-3
BLEST ARE THEY
V 1. Blest are they, the poor in spirit, theirs is the kingdom of God.
Blest are they, full of sorrow, they shall be consoled.
Refrain: Rejoice and be glad! Blessed are you, holy are you!
Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the kingdom of God!

V 2. Blest are they, the lowly ones, they shall inherit the earth.
Blest are they who hunger and thirst, they shall have their fill.
Refrain
V 3. Blest are they who show mercy, mercy shall be theirs.
Blest are they, the pure of heart, they shall see God.
Refrain

Apostle’s Creed
A

Let’s join to proclaim our faith in the Apostles’ Creed:

C

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen

Prayers of the Church
A
The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to
pray for the church, the world, and all that God has made.
Blessed are those whose trust is in you. Strengthen the faith of those who
profess your name and bring reassurance to those who doubt or fear. Through
your church speak continued blessing into the world. God of grace,
C

hear our prayer.

A

Those who trust in you are like trees planted by streams of water. Bless fruit
trees with an abundant harvest. Protect rainforests from destruction. Restore
land that has eroded after deforestation. Resurrect woodlands after forest fires.
God of grace,

C

hear our prayer.

A

Search the hearts of those who govern, that they lead with humility. Inspire
leaders to collaborate on policies that protect people and the planet. Sustain
truth-tellers and social movements that challenge society to become more
honest and just. God of grace,

C

hear our prayer.

A

Send your blessings of mercy upon those who long for consolation. Tend to
those struggling with poverty, unemployment, or uncertainty. Provide for all
who are hungry. Console those who face persecution. Grant peace to all who
suffer, especially the people on our Prayer List and those we name either
silently or aloud. God of grace,

C

hear our prayer.

A

Renew this congregation in our shared mission. As we plan and dream for the
future you are preparing, inspire us by the examples of Martin Luther and all
the reformers. Bless new projects and new ministry partnerships. God of grace,

C

hear our prayer.

A

Christ is raised from the dead, and so we cling to the hope of the resurrection.
We praise you for the lives of the saints who lived and died in the hope of
eternal life with you. God of grace,

C

hear our prayer.

A

Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all
of our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

C

Offering Music and Prayer
Ways to Give to St. Paul’s
With our return to in-person worship, we thought we would let you know about a
couple of options you can use to continue tithing to St. Paul’s:
•

In-Person Worship: Continue to put your envelopes and cash in the plate

•

Giving by Mail: If you are not be able to attend worship in person, please mail your
donations payable to St. Paul’s - 4007 Main Street, Eggertsville, NY 14226

•

Online: On the St. Paul’s website is a link to Online Giving which will allow you to donate
either via PayPal or credit card. Click the Online Giving button and you will be taken to the
site to set up an account, where to direct your donation, and the amount you want to donate.
The website is: https://stpaulseggertsville.com/online-giving/

P

Let us pray.

C

God of grace, we give you thanks for all the blessings you have poured into
our lives. Thank you for the opportunities to share those blessings through
and beyond St. Paul’s. Use the gifts we offer here today and in our planned
giving to bless the world with your hope, your presence and your love. Amen

Dialogue and Preface
P

The Lord be with you.

C

And also with you.

P

Lift up your hearts.

C
P

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

P

It is indeed right and proper that we should at all times and in all places, offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and speak their unending hymn:

Sanctus (spoken)
C
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution
P

In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord’s Prayer
P

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

C

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

Holy Communion at St. Paul’s: celebrated every time we gather, and is open to all.
Please approach by the center aisle, receive the bread, take the wine and return to
your seat via the side aisle. *Or remain in your seat and use the elements you picked
up on the way into church. Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available. Simply
request it from the assisting minister holding the wine. Children are welcome!
Those who receive elsewhere may receive here. Children who do not yet receive
may come for a blessing. If you have difficulty walking, communion will be brought
to you at your seat.
Communion Blessing
P

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace.

C

Amen.

Prayer After Communion
P
We give you thanks, gracious God, for we have feasted on the abundance of
your house. Send us to bring good news and to proclaim your favor to all,
strengthened with the richness of your grace in your Son, Jesus Christ.
C

Amen.

Benediction
P

And now as you go on your way, may the Lord go with you. May he go before
you to show you the way, behind you to encourage you, beside you to be your
friend, above you to watch over you, and within you to give you peace. Go
today celebrating in the name of the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit,
and all God’s children said…

C

Amen.

Sharing the Peace and Sending
P

May you be unleashed, unleashed into the world, as we go in peace and serve
the Lord!

C

Thanks be to God.

Closing Hymn: ELW 717, BLEST ARE THEY, verses 4-5
V 4. Blest are they who seek peace, they are the children of God.
Blest are they who suffer in faith, the glory of God is theirs.
Refrain: Rejoice and be glad! Blessed are you, holy are you!
Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the kingdom of God!
V 5. Blest are you who suffer hate, all because of me.
Rejoice and be glad, yours is the kingdom, shine for all to see.
Refrain (repeat)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

What’s Happening This Week at St. Paul’s: February 13-20, 2022
TODAY:

10:00 am: WNY Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV
10:00 am: In-Person Worship, Communion, Sunday School
1:00 pm: Ray of Hope
Monday:
4:30-6:00 pm: Daily Bread Food Truck Meal-Share at St. Paul’s
Tuesday:
10:00 am: Bible Study
5:30 pm: Burrito Project
Wednesday: 8:00 pm: AA Meeting
Thursday: 3:00-6:30 pm: Tiger’s Den Food Pantry Open
7:00 pm: Alanon
Saturday: 9:00 am-3:00 pm: Peniel Haitian Church Worship
Sunday:
10:00 am: WNY Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV
10:00 am: In-Person Worship, Communion (NO Sunday School today)
1:00 pm: Ray of Hope

The Altar Flowers: are given to the Glory of God.

Prayer List: In our congregational family: (* indicates new names or changes added this week)
Karen Brown, 59 Kibler Drive, Depew, NY 14043
Neal DeLeo: Brothers of Mercy, 10570 Bergtold Road, Clarence, NY 14031
Richard Elliott: 34 Pino Alto Court, Williamsville, NY 14221
Claire Franke: Elderwood, 225 Bennett Road, #223, Cheektowaga, NY 14227
Chad Israel and Hayley Israel
David Lampe: 73 Crescent Avenue, Buffalo, NY 14214
Dorothy Menth: 2330 Maple Road, Apt. 383, Williamsville, NY 14221
Lois O’Brian: 107 Fairbanks Avenue, Buffalo, NY 14223
Alison Silsby: 4360 Peet Street, Middleport, NY 14105
Betty Venator: PO Box 386, Williamsville, NY 14221
David Wolf: P.O. Box 198, Clarence Center, NY 14032

Prayer List: In our and extended family: Colleen Connor (Scott Vahue’s sister-in-law); Thomas
Maier; Kevin Dennis (friend of Scott Vahue); Judy Brown (daughter of Kathryn Brown and
sister of Bob Brown); Ira Striejewske
Deacon Schedule: 2/13: Barbara Walter; 2/20: Sara Gallagher
Usher Schedule: 2/13: Mimi and Scott Fierle; 2/20: Lonny Walter and Gerry Keppel

ST. PAUL’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
In-Person Worship: 10:00 am. Reservations are not required. In accordance with NY State
mandates and because of the increase of the Covid variant in our area, we are asking everyone to
wear a face mask while in the building at all times regardless of vaccination status. The Sunday
10:00 am worship service is also being livestreamed on St. Paul’s YouTube page.
WNY Church Unleashed: If you cannot join us for in-person worship, please continue to
worship with us as WNY Church Unleashed on Sunday mornings at 10:00 am on WBBZ,
YouTube, or Facebook.
Tigers Den Food Pantry: The Food Pantry is open to anyone in need in zip code 14226 or by
referral. The Pantry hours for February are: Thursday, 2/17 from 3:00-6:30 pm and Saturday
2/26 from 9:00 am-12:30 pm. Donations for February are: juice, canned fruit, crackers, and
cookies.
Daily Bread Food Truck: The Daily Bread Food Truck in continuing their “give one” season
and is parked in the St. Paul’s driveway next to the flag pole each Monday night giving hot meals
out from 4:30-6:00 pm. If you would like to help give out food during our Meal-Share night,
please contact Katie in the office at 716-835-0407. Thank you!
Haitian Church: Welcome to the Peniel Haitian Church. They are now worshipping at St.
Paul’s every Saturday from 9am-3pm.

Support local charities while having FUN on a cold winter’s day! Registration has
been extended for Lutheran Charities’ Virtual Wine Tasting & Bingo Event,
Thursday February 17th at 7:30 PM. With your $60 registration you will receive
4-750ml bottles of various red and white wines, a tasting and education session with
sommelier Jim Curry from Addy’s Fine Wine & Spirits, and the chance to win some
fantastic prizes playing W-I-N-E-O bingo, based on the evenings lesson. To learn
more about this great event and to register, visit us at WNYLUTHERAN
CHARITIES.ORG or call the Lutheran Charities office at 716-632-2623.

+ St. Paul’s Mission +
To empower others with the Good News of Jesus Christ.
We do that by: Seeking Connections, Enriching Faith, Nourishing Lives,
and Demonstrating Love in God’s Name.
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