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“Returning to the Lord” 

 

Prelude Music 

 

Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness 

P  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

 whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the   

 inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 

 magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But 

 if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 

 cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

 sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

 what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 

 have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

 Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us so that we may 

 delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

 Amen. 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you and for 

 his sake God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

 he gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the 

 Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 



Opening Hymn: LBW 170 

 

Apostolic Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

 the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 



Children’s Time 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P O God, form the minds of your faithful people into your one will. Make us 

 love what you command and desire what you promise, that, amid all the 

 changes of this world, our hearts may be fixed where true joy is found, your 

 Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

 one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

First Reading: Acts 16:16-34 

Those who had enslaved a girl and used her powers to tell fortunes threw Paul and 

Silas into jail for ordering the spirit to come out of her and consequently ruining 

their business. In prison, Paul and Silas bring the good news of the gospel to the  

jailer and his family. 

One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave-girl who had a spirit 

of divination and brought her owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. While 

she followed Paul and us, she would cry out, “These men are slaves of the Most 

High God, who proclaim to you a way of salvation.” She kept doing this for many 

days. But Paul, very much annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I order you in the 

name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that very hour. But when 

her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and   

Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the authorities. When they had 

brought them before the magistrates, they said, “These men are disturbing our city; 

they are Jews and are advocating customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to 

adopt or observe.” The crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates had 

them stripped of their clothing and ordered them to be beaten with rods. After they 

had given them a severe flogging, they threw them into prison and ordered the jailer 

to keep them securely. Following these instructions, he put them in the innermost 

cell and fastened their feet in the stocks. About midnight Paul and Silas were praying 

and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them. Suddenly there 

was an earthquake, so violent that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and 

immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were unfastened. 

When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide open, he drew his sword 

and was about to kill himself, since he supposed that the prisoners had escaped. But 

Paul shouted in a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.” The jailer 

called for lights, and rushing in, he fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. Then  



he brought them outside and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” They          

answered, “Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your      

household.” They spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his 

house. At the same hour of the night he took them and washed their wounds; then 

he and his entire family were baptized without delay. He brought them up into the 

house and set food before them; and he and his entire household rejoiced that he 

had become a believer in God. 

A The Word of the Lord                                                                                       

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 97 (read responsively) 

Rejoice in the LORD, you righteous. (Ps. 97:12) 

A The LORD reigns; let the earth rejoice; let the multitude of the isles be glad. 

C Clouds and darkness surround the LORD, righteousness and justice are the 

 foundations of God’s throne. 

A Fire goes before the LORD, burning up enemies on every side. 

C Lightnings light up the world; the earth sees and trembles. 

A The mountains melt like wax before the Lord of all the earth. 

C The heavens declare your righteousness, O LORD, and all the peoples see 

 your glory.  

A Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight in false gods! Bow 

 down before the LORD, all you gods. 

C Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice, because of your 

 judgements, O LORD. 

A For you are the LORD, most high over all the earth; you are exalted far above 

 all gods. 

C You who love the LORD, hate evil! God guards the lives of the saints and  

 rescues them from the hand of the wicked. 

A Light dawns for the righteous, and joy for the honest of heart. 

C Rejoice in the LORD, you righteous, and give thanks to God’s holy name.  

                                                                                                                                     

A The Word of the Lord                                                                                      

C Thanks be to God. 



P The Holy Gospel according to John the 17th Chapter.                                                

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Gospel:  John 17:20-26 

Jesus prays that the life of his followers will be characterized by an intimate unity of 

identity with God. To be so identified with God means also to share in God’s      

mission: to proclaim the word that will bring others into this same unity. 

[Jesus prayed:] “I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who 

will believe in me through their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are 

in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you 

have sent me. The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may 

be one, as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become completely 

one, so that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as 

you have loved me. Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may 

be with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved 

me before the foundation of the world.
 
“Righteous Father, the world does not know 

you, but I know you; and these know that you have sent me. I made your name 

known to them, and I will make it known, so that the love with which you have loved 

me may be in them, and I in them.” 

Gospel Acclamation  



P This is the Gospel of the Lord.                                                                          

C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

                                                                          

Sermon:  Pastor Steve Biegner 

 

 

 

Hymn of the Day: WOV 801  



Apostle’s Creed 

A Let’s join to proclaim our faith in the Apostles’ Creed: 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.                               

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.     

  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin 

  Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

  buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He  

  ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 

  will come again to judge the living and the dead.    

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of  

  saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

  everlasting. Amen 

 

Prayers of the Church 

A Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for 

 the church, people in need, and all of creation. (Please kneel or sit as you are 

 able)  

 Holy God, make your people one as you and your Son are one. Extend the 

 gifts we have been given by your Spirit to all people, especially those  

 experiencing division or questioning your love. God, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

A Make worthy the work of scientists who look to the stars and planets, as well as 

 scientists who look to atoms and molecules. Bring innovation and well-being to 

 humanity through their discoveries. God, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

A Keep in our minds those who have died in war, both military and civilians 

 especially those in Ukraine. May we honor them by seeking peaceful solutions 

 to the conflicts that arise among nations and peoples. God, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

A Grant freedom to all who are overwhelmed by chronic illness, depression, or 

 constant worry, especially the people on our Prayer List, and those we name 

 now either silently or aloud. Open them to receive health and salvation in 

 Christ Jesus through the Spirit’s gift of faith. God, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 



A Stir imagination and understanding throughout the church in the work of  

 poets, theologians, and hymnwriters. Lead us into new visions and fresh  

 expressions of your presence. God, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

A Unite us with the saints who have died and been raised in Jesus. Train us to 

 wait with eager longing for Christ to come again, even as we sense his 

 presence with us now. God, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

A In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your  

 life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Offering Music and Prayer 

 

P Let us pray. 

C God of grace, we give you thanks for all the blessings you have poured into 

 our lives.  Thank you for the opportunities to share those blessings through 

 and beyond St. Paul’s.  Use the gifts we offer here today and in our planned 

 giving to bless the world with your hope, your presence, and your love. Amen  

Ways to Give to St. Paul’s 

 

With our return to in-person worship, we thought we would let you know about a                       

couple of options you can use to continue tithing to St. Paul’s: 

• In-Person Worship: Continue to put your envelopes and cash in the plate 

• Giving by Mail: If you are not be able to attend worship in person, please mail your                  

donations payable to St. Paul’s - 4007 Main Street, Eggertsville, NY  14226 

• Online: On the St. Paul’s website is a link to Online Giving which will allow you to donate 

either via PayPal or credit card. Click the Online Giving button and you will be taken to the 

site to set up an account, where to direct your donation, and the amount you want to donate.  

The website is: https://stpaulseggertsville.com/online-giving/  

 



Dialogue and Preface 

P The Lord be with you.                 

C And also with you.                

P  Lift up your hearts.                  

C We lift them to the Lord.                 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.              

C It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

P It is indeed right and proper that we should at all times and in all places, offer 

 thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who 

 on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 

 opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and 

 the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and speak their unending hymn: 

 

Sanctus (spoken) 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 

 your glory.  Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of 

 the Lord. Hosanna in  the highest.   

  

Words of Institution 

P In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

 gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is 

 my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

 saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

 people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:                              

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

 lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the  

 kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 



Holy Communion at St. Paul’s: celebrated every time we gather, and is open to all. 

Please approach by the center aisle, receive the bread and the wine, and return to 

your seat via the side aisle. Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available. Simply 

request it from the assisting minister holding the wine. Children are welcome! Those 

who receive elsewhere may receive here. Children who do not yet receive may come 

for a blessing. If you have difficulty walking, communion will be brought to you at 

your seat.  

 

Communion Blessing 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you                     

 in his grace. 

C Amen. 

 

Prayer After Communion 

P We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup we have tasted 

 the new heaven and earth where hunger and thirst are no more. Send us from 

 this table as witnesses to the resurrection, that through our lives, all may know 

 life in Jesus’ name. 

C Amen. 

 

Benediction 

P And now as you go on your way, may the Lord go with you. May he go before 

 you to show you the way, behind you to encourage you, beside you to be your 

 friend, above you to watch over you, and within you to give you peace. Go 

 today celebrating in the name of the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

 and all God’s children said…   

C  Amen. 

 

 



Closing Hymn: WOV 673 

Sharing the Peace and Sending 

P Let us go in peace to serve the Lord!                                                                     

C Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

What’s Happening This Week at St. Paul’s: May 29-June 5, 2022 

 

TODAY:  10:00 am: WNY Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV   

  10:00 am: In-Person Worship, Communion, and Sunday School    

  1:00 pm: Ray of Hope                                       

Monday: Memorial Day: Church Office Closed                 

Tuesday:  10:00 am: Bible Study                                                                                                         

Wednesday: 10:00 am: Comforters Meeting (bring your bag lunch) (last meeting for summer)

  10:00 am: Pinochle Group (last meeting for summer)    

  8:00 pm: AA Meeting                                                                                         

Thursday: 3:00-6:30 pm: Tiger’s Den Food Pantry Open     

  6:00 pm: Alanon               

Saturday:   9:00 am-3:00 pm: Peniel Haitian Church Worship       

  5:00m: Amherst Lutheran Church Worship Service                                                                          

Sunday: 10:00 am: WNY Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV   

  10:00 am: In-Person Worship, Communion, and Sunday School    

  11:00 am: Celebration of the 25th Anniversary of Pastor Steve’s Ordination and 

    Recognition of St. Paul’s Staff      

  1:00 pm: Ray of Hope            

      

The Altar Flowers: are given in honor of Dorothy Menth’s 95th birthday and the birthday of her 

   younger friend 

Prayer List:  In our congregational family: (* indicates new names or changes added this week)                                                                                                                               
Neal DeLeo: Bristol village, 8455 Clarence Center Road, #105, Clarence Center, NY 14032                                      

Richard Elliott: 34 Pino Alto Court, Williamsville, NY  14221                                                                                             

Marilyn Emerson: 364 Burroughs Drive, Amherst, NY 14226                                                

Chad Israel and Hayley Israel                                                                                                 

David Lampe: 73 Crescent Avenue, Buffalo, NY 14214                 

Dorothy Menth: 2330 Maple Road, Apt. 383, Williamsville, NY 14221                                                            

Alison Silsby: 4360 Peet Street, Middleport, NY 14105                                                   

*Tim Stanley: 270 Ivyhurst Circle, Amherst, NY 14226                                                                   

David Wolf: P.O. Box 198, Clarence Center, NY 14031  

                                                                                                                                                                         

Prayer List:  In our and extended family:  The family of Ami Little (Sharon Ries’ cousin);     
Kenneth Moser (Eileen Moser’s husband); Sandy Shaw (Leslie Boynton’s sister-in-law); Thomas 
Maier; Ira Striejewske 

 

Deacon Schedule:  5/29: John Schunak; 6/5: Barbara Walter                                                                                      

Usher Schedule:  5/29: Bob Brown & Jeff Mohls; 6/5: Mike and Michele Degen 

 



ST. PAUL’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

In-Person Worship: 10:00 am. Masks are now optional while you are in the building. Please be 
respectful of people around you regarding distancing and their comfort levels. The Sunday 10:00 
am worship service is also being livestreamed on St. Paul’s YouTube page. 

WNY Church Unleashed: If you cannot join us for in-person worship, please continue to     
worship with us as WNY Church Unleashed on Sunday mornings at 10:00 am on WBBZ, 

YouTube, or Facebook.   

Tigers Den Food Pantry:  The Food Pantry is open to anyone in need in zip code 14226 or by 
referral. The Pantry hours for June are: Thursday 6/2, 6/16, and 6/30 from 3:00-6:30 pm, and 
Saturday 6/11 and 6/25 from 9:00 am-12:30 pm. Donations for June: cereal, oatmeal, tomato 
products (tomato sauce, tomato paste, stewed tomatoes). 

Daily Bread Food Truck:  If you would like to help with the Food Truck please contact 
the office at 716-835-0407 or email at dailybreadfoodtruck@gmail.com 

Lutheran World Relief for Ukraine: If you would like to donate, you can go to donate.lwr.org 
for additional information and the donation form, or mail your donation to P.O. Box 17061, 
Baltimore, MD 21297-1061. You can also call 1-800-597-5972 to make a secure credit card    

donation. 

Church Council Elections: Please join us in welcoming Bob Brown, Sara Hannon, Vanessa   
Solomon, and Scott Vahue who were elected to the Church Council on May 22, 2022. We also 
want to thank the following individuals who faithfully served on the Church Council: Janelle   
Andersen, Matt Fricano, Nick Hazlett, and Debbie Regan-Howe. 

 

 

 Join Lutheran Charities for an evening of tastings and music at Tewksbury Lodge, Canalside! 
Friday, June 10th Lutheran Charities is hosting their Annual Wine & Craft Beer Festival, 7 PM – 

9 PM, featuring musical guest the Red Blazer Men’s Chorus of Buffalo.  $49 per person         
registration includes: spirit samplings from local breweries and wineries, light hors d’oeuvres and 

entertainment.  A basket raffle and wine pull will also be available.                                                        
Make it a night out – invite friends and family to come wet their whistles and have some fun!                                   

Register online at www.wnylutherancharities.org.  See You There!                                                   

mailto:dailybreadfoodtruck@gmail.com
http://www.wnylutherancharities.org




 

 

 

 

 

 

+ St. Paul’s Mission + 

To empower others with the Good News of Jesus Christ.   

We do that by: Seeking Connections, Enriching Faith, Nourishing Lives,  

and Demonstrating Love in God’s Name. 

 

St. Paul’s Congregation Council                                                                                              

President:  Kathryn Francis                                       

Vice-President:  David Schunak        

Treasurer:  William Niblock      

Secretary:  Gerri Horton 

 Bob Brown     Susan Epstein    Sara Hannon                                                                                 
Vanessa Solomon    Robert Simpson    Scott Vahue       

 

Pastor: Rev. Steve Biegner (868-1232 - cell)                                                                                    
E-mail: steve@stpaulseggertsville.org 

 

Director of Music: Paul H. Storfer    

Christian Ed Coordinator: June Piette                                                                

Youth Ministry: Adam Weber 

 

Church Office Staff: Heidi Ginal and Adrienne Leary                                                                          

E-mail: office@stpaulseggertsville.org 

Telephone: (716) 835-0407                                                                                                       
Website: www.stpaulseggertsville.org 


