First Sunday of Advent

November 27, 2022



Welcome to St Paul’s Lutheran Church
First Sunday of Advent
November 27, 2022

Prelude Music

Brief order for Confession and Forgiveness
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In the name of the Father, and or the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the mspiration
of you Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your
holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
Most merciful God,

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen

Almighty God, mn his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake,
God forgives you all your sins. That’s the good news! So I therefore declare to
you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the

*+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen!



Opening Hymn: ELW 770

Give Me Jesus
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1 In the morn-ing when I rise, in  the morn-ing when I rise,
2 Dark .. . mid-night was my cry, dark. . . mid-night was my cry,
3 Just a - bout the break of day, just a - bout the break of  day,
4 Oh, .. .when I come to die, oh, ... when I come to die,
5 And .. .when I want to sing, and ... when I want to sing,
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n the morn-ing when I rise, give me Je - sus.
dark. . . . mid-night was my cry, give me Je - sus.
Just a - bout the break of day, give me Je - sus.
oh, ... .when I come to die, give me Je - Sus.
and . . . . when I want to sing, give me Je - sus.
Refrain
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Give me Je - sus, give me Je - sus.

0

G . .

A\RV | |

J ' ' o © -
You may have all the rest, give me Je - sus.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: GIVE ME JESUS, African American spiritual

Apostolic Greeting

P The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C  And also with you.



Prayer of the Day

P Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save
us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk 1n the way
of your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

C  Amen.

Children’s Time

First Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5

1he visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God
establishes a universal reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and
the worshiping community responds: “Let us walk in the light of that Lord now!”

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In days to
come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the highest of the
mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to 1it. Many
peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to
the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk
i his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the LORD
from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many
peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning
hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any
more. O house of Jacob, come, let us walk 1n the light of the LORD!

A This 1s the Word of the Lord
C  Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: Romans 13:11-14
Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today
m light of Christ’s coming n the future.

Besides this, you know what time 1t 1s, how 1t 1s now the moment for you to wake
from sleep. For salvation 1s nearer to us now than when we became believers; the
night 1s far gone, the day 1s near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put
on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and
drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy.
Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify
its desires.



This 1s the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
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P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 24th Chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44

Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will bring about
deep change to our normal, day-to-day lives. Therefore, he urges people to stay
awake, be aware, and wait expectantly, because the Son of Man will come
unannounced.

[Jesus said to the disciples,] “About that day and hour no one knows, neither the
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so
will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah
entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all
away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be 1n the field; one
will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one
will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on
what day your Lord 1s coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had
known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake
and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready,
for the Son of Man 1s coming at an unexpected hour.”

P This s the Gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon: Kristen Arends

Hpymn of the Day: Jesus, Name Above all Names (repeat three times)

Jesus, name above all names
Beautiful Savior, Glorious Lord
Emmanuel, God 1s with us

Blessed Redeemer, Living Word



Holy Baptism

Presentation

P In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death by joining
us to the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born
children of a fallen humanity; by water and the Holy Spirit we are reborn
children of God and made members of the church, the body of Christ. Living
with Christ and m the communion of saints, we grow 1n faith, love, and

obedience to the will of God.
Sponsors present the candidate:
Response: We present Rhett Joseph Kotlewski for Holy Baptism.
1he presiding minister addresses the parents:

P Patrick and Kayla, in Christian love you have presented Rhett for Holy
Baptism. You should, therefore, faithfully bring him to the services of God's
house, and teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Ten Commandments, and the
Creed. As he grows in years, you should place in his hands the Holy Scriptures
and provide for his mstruction i the Christian faith, that, living in the covenant
of his Baptism and i communion with the Church, he may lead a godly life
until the day of Jesus Christ.

Do you promise to help Rhett grow in the Christian faith and hife?
Response: We do.
1he presiding minister addresses sponsors:

P Andrew and Destiny, do you promise to nurture Rhett in the Christian faith as
you are empowered by God's Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of his
baptism and in communion with the church?

Response: We do.
The presiding minister addresses the assembly:

P People of God, do you promise to support Rhett and pray for him in his new
life in Christ?

C Wedo.



Prayers of the Church
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Treasuring your promise to hear us when we call, we pray for the church,
those 1 need, and all of your creation.

O God, you have given us your word. Like a fire, kindle 1ts flame within and
among us. Empower us for the work of breaking down walls, reconciling the
divided, and building faith. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You formed the furthest reaches of the universe, yet your spirit dwells within
each life. Be the companion and keeper of every creature, and redeem all your
creation mn Christ. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You rise up to rule the nations. Bless grassroots movements and guide elected
officials. Teach the nations to be good neighbors to each other. Inspire us all
to share food, land, knowledge, and our arts for the common good. Lord, in
your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You rescue those in any need. Be with surgeons, nurses, front-line health care
workers, and all medical personnel who care for the sick, especially the people
on our Prayer List and those we name before you either silently or aloud.
Shelter all who need homes and feed all who are hungry. Comfort those who
are bereaved. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We look to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith. Be with us in the
tragedies and troubles of this world, and jomn us and all the saints with Christ in
perfect joy. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

All these things and more we ask 1n the name of our risen Lord, Jesus Christ,
by the power of your Holy Spinit.

Amen.




Thanksgiving
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The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: We give you thanks, for in the
beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and you created heaven and
carth. By the gift of water you nourish and sustain us and all living things.

By the waters of the flood you condemned the wicked and saved those whom
you had chosen, Noah and his family. You led Israel by the pillar of cloud and
fire through the sea, out of slavery into the freedom of the promised land. In
the waters of the Jordan your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the
Spirit. By the baptism of his own death and resurrection your beloved Son has
set us free from the bondage to sin and death, and has opened the way to the
joy and freedom of everlasting life. He made water a sign of the kingdom and
of cleansing and rebirth. In obedience to his command, we make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them 1n the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit. Pour out your Holy Spirit, so that Rhett who 1s here baptized
may be given new life. Wash away his sin by this cleansing water and bring him
forth as an iheritor of your glorious kingdom. To you be given praise and
honor and worship through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen

Renunciation

P
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I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith
of the church, the faith in which we baptize.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that dety God?

I renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
I renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?

I renounce them.



Profession

P Do you believe in God the Father?
C  Ibelieve in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
P Do you believe 1n Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
C  1believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

P Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

C I beheve in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church, the commumon of samts, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the hfe everlasting.
Amen
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Baptism

P Rhett, you are baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit. Amen

Laying on of Hands

P The Lord be with you.

C  And also with you.

P God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we give you thanks for freeing your
sons and daughters from the power of sin and for raising them up to a new life
through this holy sacrament. Pour your Holy Spirit upon Rhett: the spirit of
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of
knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence.

C Amen



Signing with the Cross

P Rhett, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with
the cross of Christ forever. Amen

Giving of the Light
A Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and
glorify your Father 1in heaven.

P Through Baptism, God has made Rhett a new member of the priesthood we
all share in Christ Jesus, that we may proclaim the praise of God and bear his
creative and redeeming Word to all the world.

Welcome

C  We welcome you mnto the Lord’s family. We receive you as a fellow
mussionary in God’s church, child of the same heavenly Father, and a worker
with us m the kingdom of God. Amen

Offering Music and Prayer

Ways to Give to St. Paul’s

With our return to m-person worship, we thought we would let you know
about a couple of options you can use to continue tithing to St. Paul’s:

« In-Person Worship: Continue to put your envelopes and cash in the plate

« Giving by Mail: If you are not able to attend worship in person, please mail your
donations payable to St. Paul’s - 4007 Main Street, Eggertsville, NY 14226

« Online: On the St. Paul’s website 1s a link to Online Giving which will allow you
to donate either via PayPal or credit card. Click the Online Giving button and
you will be taken to the site to set up an account, where to direct your donation,
and the amount you want to donate.

The website 1s: https://stpaulseggertsville.com/online-giving/




P Let us pray.

C  God of grace, we give you thanks for all the blessings you have poured into
our lives. Thank you for the opportunities to share those blessings through
and beyond St. Paul’s. Use the gifts we offer here today and in our planned
giving to bless the world with your hope, your presence, and your love. Amen

Dialogue and Preface

P  The Lord be with you.

C  And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C  We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C  Itisright to give God thanks and praise.

P Itis indeed night and proper that we should at all imes and 1n all places, offer

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and speak their unending hymn:

Sanctus (spoken)

C  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution

P In the might in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and

gave thanks; broke 1t, and gave 1t to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this 1s
my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave 1t for all to drink,
saying: This cup 1s the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.



Lord’s Prayer

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

C  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it 1s in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

Holy Communion at St. Paul’s: celebrated every time we gather, and is open to all.

Please approach by the center aisle, recerve the bread and the wine, and return to
your seat via the side aisle. Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available. Simply
request it from the assisting minister holding the wine. Children are welcome! Those
who recerve elsewhere may recerve here. Children who do not yet receive may come
for a blessing. If you have difticulty walking, communion will be brought to you at
your seat.

Communion Blessing

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
mn his grace.

C  Amen.

Prayer After Communion

P Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven
to earth in the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your
promises will be fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery.
Guide us toward your promised future, coming to birth i Jesus Christ our
Savior and Lord.

C Amen.



Benediction

P And now as you go on your way, may the Lord go with you. May he go before
you to show you the way, behind you to encourage you, beside you to be your
friend, above you to watch over you, and within you to give you peace. Go
today celebrating in the name of the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spinit,
and all God’s children said...

C Amen
Closing Hymn: TFF 41
I Want to Be Ready
Refrain
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1 John said that Je - ru - sa-lem was four-square, ) . :
2 When Pe - ter was preach-ing at Pen-te - cost, Walk in Je-ru-sa-lem just like John,
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I know, good Lord, I'll meet you there,

oh, he was filled with the Ho - ly Ghost, V2K Je-ru-sa-lem just like John.

Verse 3: The good Lord said there’s work to do, walk in Jerusalem just like John.
You take one step, I'll take two, walk in Jerusalem just like John.

Sharing the Peace and Sending

P Letus go i peace to serve the Lord!

C Thanks be to God.



ANNOUNCEMENTS
What’s Happening This Week at St. Paul’s: Novembe27-December 4, 2022

TODAY: 10:00 am: WNY Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV
10:00 am: In-Person Worship, Communion, and Baptism of Rhett Kotlewski
10:00 am: Sunday School
10:45 am: Meet & Greet for Kristen Arends
11:00 am: Trim the Church for Christmas
1:00 pm: Ray of Hope
Monday: 12:00 pm: Office Meeting at ALC
4:30-6:00 pm: Daily Bread Meal Share
Tuesday:  10:00 am: Bible Study
Wednesday: 8:00 pm: AA Meeting
Thursday: 3:00-6:30 pm: Tiger’s Den Food Pantry
6:00 pm: Alanon
7:30 pm: Choir Practice
Saturday:  9:00 am-3:00 pm: Peniel Haitan Church Worship
5:00 pm: Amherst Lutheran Church Service and KNAC, followed by Merger Vote
and decorating church for Christmas
Sunday: 10:00 am: WNY Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV
10:00 am: In-Person Worship and Communion
10:00 am: Sunday School
10:45 am: Following Sunday Service: Annual Congregational Meeting
11:00 am-1:00 pm: Holiday Needs Drive in St. Paul’s parking lot
11:30 pm: Confirmation Class at Parkside Lutheran Church
1:00 pm: Ray of Hope

The Altar Flowers: are given for the glory of God.

Prayer List: In our congregational family: (* indicates new names or changes added this week)
Lee Abel: 71 Windsor Avenue, Buffalo, NY 14209

Neal DelLeo: Bristol village, 8455 Clarence Center Road, #105, Clarence Center, NY 14032
Richard Elhott: 34 Pmno Alto Court, Wilhamsville, NY 14221

Marilyn Emerson: 364 Burroughs Drive, Amherst, NY 14226

Chad Israel and Hayley Israel

James Keptner: 817 George Urban Blvd., Cheektowaga, NY 14225

Dawvid Lampe: 73 Crescent Avenue, Buffalo, NY 14214

Dorothy Menth: 2330 Maple Road, Apt. 383, Wilhamsville, NY 14221

Alison Silsby: 4360 Peet Street, Middleport, NY 14105

Tim Stanley: 270 Ivyhurst Circle, Amherst, NY 14226

Barbara Walter: 37 Laurel Lane, Willlamsville, NY 14221

David Wolf: P.O. Box 198, Clarence Center, NY 14032

Prayer List: In our and extended family: Thomas Marer; Ira Striejewske; Kurt Richard Venator
(Richard Venator’s son)



Deacon Schedule: 11/27: John Schunak; 12/4: John Schunak
Usher Schedule: 11/27: 'Todd Vahue & Lonny Walter; 12/4: Robin Miano & Sharon Adimey

S871. PAUL'S ANNOUNCEMENTS

In-Person Worship: 10:00 am. Please be respectiul of people around you regarding distancing
and therr comfort levels. The Sunday 10:00 am worship service 1s also being livestreamed on
St. Paul’s YouTube page.

WNY Church Unleashed: If you cannot join us for in-person worship, please continue to
worship with us as WINY Church Unleashed on Sunday mornings at 10:00 am on WBBZ,
YouTlube, or Facebook.

Ambherst Lutheran Church: If you cannot make St. Paul’s Sunday worship service at 10:00 am,
please joimn Amherst Lutheran’s worship service on Saturday at 5:00 pm.

Tigers Den Food Pantry: The Food Pantry is open to anyone i need in zip code 14220 or by
referral. The pantry hours for December are: Thursday 12/1, 12/15, and 12/29 from 3:00-6:30
pm, and Saturday 12/10 and 12/17 from 9:00 am-12:30 pm. The pantry will not be open on
Saturday 12/24. Donations for December: sugar, cooking orl, and mayonnaise.

Doaily Bread Food Truck: The Daily Bread Food Truck has started its third season of Monday
Meal Share. They will be serving meals between 4:30-0:00 pm 1 front of St. Paul's to those
mdividuals experiencing food msecurity. We thank all of our volunteers who will make this a
most successtul mission. For more information, please contact the ofhice at 716-835-0407 or
email dailvbread4007@gmail.com.

Lutheran World Relief for Ukraine: If you would like to donate, you can go to donate.lwr.org for

additional information and the donation form, or mail your donation to P.O. Box 17001,
Baltimore, MD 21297-1061. You can also call 1-800-597-5972 to make a secure credit card
donation.

Resettlement Mission: If you would like to help support the Resettlement Mission, donations of’
Visa gift cards would help provide for gaps in some of the material needs. Gift cards can be
dropped oft at the Church Oftice, or put n the offering plates on Sunday.


mailto:dailybread4007@gmail.com

Save the Date:

The Adult Winter Retreat at LCLC will take place Friday, January 13 through
Sunday, January 15, 2023. If you are mterested in attending,
Please sign up on the notice in the Foyer.
Additional details will be provided next week.

m WBBZ - Your Hometown MeTV Station, FeedMore WNY &

WNY Church Unleashed bring you:

. ,h Holiday Needs Drive: Dec 4

T T1am-1pm

”Bring your non-perishable food items, grocery gifts cards or cash donations
to St. Paul's Lutheran Church, 4007 Main St, Amherst, 14226
for a contact-free drop off in the parking lot. Meet some of our church
and TV personalities while you're here. All proceeds and food goes to
iger's Den/Parkside Food Pantries, Daily Bread Meal Shares and FeedMaore
of WNY. The first $5000 in cash donations will be matched by someone |
who worships with WNY Church Unleashed!

Delta Sonic Is donating Super Kiss car washes to the first 100
& J
pecple who make a $50 donation!
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“It's Angel Tree time. Tags are now available hanging on the tree.
Under the tree is a box for gift cards or cash which will be secured each Sunday.
Gifts must be returned by Dec 1st.
Please attach the tag to the gift so we can sort them by family.
If youd like to participate but don't like to shop, weve got 'shopping angels” to help.
Do NOT wrap the gifts.
We will provide wrapping paper to the parents so they can be part of the gift giving.
The families are chosen by the Amherst Middle school social workers.
Any questions, see Cheryl Gillen(716-341-5073)"







+ St. Paul’s Mission +
To empower others with the Good News of Jesus Christ.
We do that by: Seeking Connections, Enriching Farth, Nourishing Lives,
and Demonstrating Love in God’s Name.

St. Paul’s Congregation Council
President: Kathryn Francis
Vice-President: David Schunak
Treasurer: William Niblock
Secretary: Gerri Horton

Bob Brown  Susan Epstein  Sara Hannon
Vanessa Solomon  Robert Simpson  Scott Vahue

Pastor Rev. Steve Biegner (710-868-1232 - cell)
LE-mail: steve@stpaulseggertsville.org

Director of Music: Paul H. Storfer
Christian Ed Coordinator: June Prette
Youth Ministry: Adam Weber

Church Oftice Staft: Heidi Ginal and Adrienne Leary
E-mail: office@stpaulseggertsville.org
Telephone: (716) 835-0407

Website: www.stpaulseggertsville.org



