Baptism of Our Lord

January &8, 2023



Welcome to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Baptism of Jesus
January 8, 2023
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Prelude Music

Brief order for Confession and Forgiveness
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In the name of the Father, and or the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the mspiration
of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your
holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
Most merciful God,

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen

Almighty God, mn his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake,
God forgives you all your sins. That’s the good news! So I therefore declare to
you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the

*+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen!



Opening Hymn: WOV 690

Shall We Gather at the River
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1 Shall we gath-er at the riv-er, where bright an - gel feet have trod,
2 On the mar-gin of the riv-er, wash - ing up its sil- ver spray,
3 Ere we reach the shin-ing riv-er, lay we ev-’ry bur-den down;
4 Soon we’ll reach the shin-ing riv-er, soon our pil-grim-age will cease;
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with its crys-tal tide for-ev - er flow-ing by the throne of God?
we  will walk and wor-ship ev - er, all the hap-py gold-en  day.
grace our spir-its will de-liv - er, and pro-vide a robe and crown.
soon our hap - py hearts will quiv - er with the mel-o - dy of peace.
Refrain
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Yes, we’ll gath-er at the riv-er, the beau-ti-ful, the beau-ti-ful v - €er;
0 u
) . 1T
y 4V
 (an
A\RV w
) — O

gath-er with the saints at the riv - er that flows by the throne of God.

Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899
Music: HANSON PLACE, Robert Lowry

Apostolic Greeting

P The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C  And also with you.



Prayer of the Day

P O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved
Son and anoimnted him with the Holy Spint. Make all who are baptized mto
Chnist faithful to their calling to be your daughters and sons, and empower us
all with your Spirnit, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Children’s Time

First Reading: Acts 10:34-43

Peter crosses the sharp religious boundary separating Jews from Gentiles and
proclaims the good news of God'’s mclusive forgiveness in Jesus’ name to Cornelius,
a Roman centurion. As a result of Peter’s preaching, Cornelius and his family
become the first Gentiles to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.

Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God
shows no partiality, but 1n every nation anyone who fears him and does what 1s right
1s acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel,
preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he 1s Lord of all. That message spread throughout
Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about
doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.
We are witnesses to all that he did both 1 Judea and 1n Jerusalem. They put him to
death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed
him to appear,not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses,
and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to
preach to the people and to testify that he 1s the one ordained by God as judge of
the iving and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

A This 1s the Word of the Lord
C  Thanks be to God.

Psalm 29 (read responsively)
The vorce of the LORD 1s upon the waters. (Ps. £29:3)

A Ascribe to the LLORD, you gods, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
C  Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name; worship the LORD in the
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beauty of holness.

The voice of the LORD 1s upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; the
LORD 1s upon the mighty waters.

The voice of the LLORD is a powerful voice; the voice of the LLORD is a voice of
splendor.

The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; the LORD breaks the cedars of
Lebanon;

the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount Hermon like a young
wild ox.

The voice of the LORD bursts forth in lightning flashes.

The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; the LORD shakes the wilderness
of Kadesh.

The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare.
And 1n the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!”

The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; the LORD sits enthroned as king
forevermore.

O LORD, give strength to your people; give them, O LORD, the blessings of
peace.

This 1s the Word of the Lord

Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
Celtic Alleluia
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Al - e - lu - 1a, al - le - lu - 1a.
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Al - le - lu - 1a, al - e - lu - 1a

Verses may be sung by a leader. Then the alleluia is repeated.

Music: Fintan O'Carroll and Christopher Walker
Music © 1985 Fintan O'Carroll and Christopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications, Inc. 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



P  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the Third Chapter.
C  Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 3:13-17
Before Jesus begins his ministry, he is baptized by John, touched by the Spirit, and
1dentified publicly as God’s child.

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John
would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come
to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let 1t be so now; for 1t 1s proper for us mn this way
to fulfill all rghteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized,
just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from
heaven said, “This 1s my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon: Pastor Steve Biegner

Hymn of the Day: WOV 647 (on the following page)




When Jesus Came to Jordan
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1 When Je - sus came to Jor - dan to be Dbap-tized by John,
2 He came to share temp - ta - tion, our ut - most woe and loss,
3 Come, Ho - ly Spir - it, aid us to keep the vows we make;
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he did not come for par - don but as the Sin-less One.
for us and our sal - wva - tion to die up - on the cross.
this ver -y day in - wvade us, and ev-’ry bond-age break.
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He came to share re - pen - tance with all who mourn their sins,
So when the dove de - scend-ed on him, the Son of Man,
Come, give our lives di - rec - tion, the  gift we cov-et most:
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to  speak the vi - tal sen - tence with which good news be - gins.
the hid - den years had end - ed, the age of gracebe - gan.
to  share the res - ur - rec - tion that leads to Pen-te - cost.

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
Music: KING'S LYNN, English folk tune
Text © 1980 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




Apostle’s Creed
A Let’s join to proclaim our faith in the Apostles’ Creed:

C Ibelieve in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe 1n Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the hfe
everlasting. Amen

Prayers of the Church

A Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in
need. (Please kneel or sit as you are able.)

Calling God, you speak with power to your church. Open our hearts and
minds to the new things you are declaring. Strengthen bishops, pastors,
deacons, lay leaders, and teachers of the faith. Equip the baptized for your
reconciling and redeeming work. Merciful God,

C  receve our prayer.

>

Renewing God, you provide the waters of the earth and n Jesus’ baptism you
reveal the waters of life. Cleanse and protect oceans, rivers, and watersheds.

Bring relief to parched lands and to communities without access to safe water.
Mercitul God,

C  receve our prayer.

>

Righteous God, you never weary of establishing justice. Increase cooperation
and constructive dialogue between nations. Guide local, national, and
iternational authorities to govern with equity, vision, and mtegrity. Rescue all
who are overwhelmed with stories of war between nations, mass shootings,
racial and gender hatred. Turn the tides Lord. Bless all those who are i the
middle of these tragic events and use us to dismantle this hatred and evil and
replace these stories with examples of justice, grace, and unity. We pray for
those 1 military service, for peacemakers, and for our enemies. Mercitul God,

C  receive our prayer.



A Abiding God, your mercy 1s steadfast. Give sanctuary to people who flee from
oppression, war, poverty, and famine. Sustain health care workers, caregivers,
first responders, counselors, and all who help and heal. Comfort those who
are grieving or experiencing crisis, especially the people on our Prayer List and
those we name before you now either silently or aloud. Mercitul God,

C  recelve our prayer.

>

Blessing God, in Christ you gather the beloved community. Kindle the gifts of
your Spirit in your people. Accompany the newly baptized, those recently
ordained, and any beginning a new ministry. Inspire synodical leaders and
congregational councils to serve with imagination and wisdom. Merciful God,

C  recelve our prayer.

>

Promising God, your faithfulness endures throughout all generations. We give
thanks for those who have died in Christ, trusting that we will be united with
them and all the saints in Christ’s resurrection life. Merciful God,

C  recelve our prayer.

A We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and
power revealed in Christ crucified.

C Amen.

Offering Music and Prayer

Ways to Give to St. Paul’s

With our return to in-person worship, we thought we would let you know
about a couple of options you can use to continue tithing to St. Paul’s:

o In-Person Worship: Continue to put your envelopes and cash i the plate

« Giving by Mail: If you are not able to attend worship in person, please mail your donations
payable to St. Paul’s - 4007 Main Street, Eggertsville, NY 14226

e Onlme: On the St. Paul’s website 1s a ink to Online Giving which will allow you to donate
either via PayPal or credit card. Click the Online Giving button and you will be taken to the
site to set up an account, where to direct your donation, and the amount you want to donate.
The website 1s: https://stpaulseggertsville.com/online-giving/




P Let us pray.

C  God of grace, we give you thanks for all the blessings you have poured into
our lives. Thank you for the opportunities to share those blessings through
and beyond St. Paul’s. Use the gifts we offer here today and in our planned
giving to bless the world with your hope, your presence, and your love. Amen

Dialogue and Preface

P  The Lord be with you.

C  And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C  We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C  Itis night to give God thanks and praise.

P Itis indeed night and proper that we should at all imes and 1n all places, offer

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and speak their unending hymn:

Sanctus (spoken)

C  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution

P In the might in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and

gave thanks; broke 1t, and gave 1t to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this 1s
my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave 1t for all to drink,
saying: This cup 1s the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.



Lord’s Prayer
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

C  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

Holy Communion at St. Paul’s: celebrated every time we gather, and 1s open to all.

Please approach by the center aisle, receive the bread and the wine, and return to
your seat via the side aisle. Gluten-free walers and grape juice are available. Simply
request it from the assisting minister holding the wine. Children are welcome! Those
who receive elsewhere may recerve here. Children who do not yet receive may come
for a blessing. If you have difticulty walking, communrnion will be brought to you at
your seat.

Commumon Blessing
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you

m his grace.

C Amen.

Prayer After Communion

P  Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this
table. Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly
with you.

C Amen.



Benediction

P And now as you go on your way, may the Lord go with you. May he go before
you to show you the way, behind you to encourage you, beside you to be your
friend, above you to watch over you, and within you to give you peace. Go
today celebrating in the name of the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit,
and all God’s children said...

C Amen

Closing Hymn: LBW 90 (on the following page)

Sharing the Peace and Sending

P Christ 1s born! Go mn peace to serve the Lord!

C  Thanks be to God.




Songs of Thankfulness and Praise
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1 Songs of thank-ful - ness and praise, Je - sus, Lord, to thee we raise;
2 Man - 1-fest at Jor-dan’s stream, Proph-et, Priest,and King su-preme;
3 Man -1 - fest in mak-ing whole pal - sied limbs and faint-ing soul;
4 Grant us grace to see thee, Lord, pres-ent in thy ho - ly word;
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man -1 - fest-ed by the star to the sa-ges from a - far,
and at Ca-na wed-ding guest in thy God-head man -1 - fest;
man -1 - fest in  val - 1ant fight, quell-ing all the dev-il’s might;
grace to im - i - tate thee now and be pure, as  pure art thou;
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branch of roy - al Da-vid’s stem in  thy birth at Beth-le - hem:
man - i - fest in pow’r di - vine, chang-ing wa -ter in - to wine;
man - i - fest in  gra-cious will, ev - er bring-ing good from ill:
that we might be - come like thee at thy great e - piph-a - ny,
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an - thems be to thee ad-dressed,
an - thems be to thee ad-dressed, . .
an - thems be to thee ad-dressed, God in flesh made man-i - fest.
and may praise thee, ev - er blest,

Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807-1885

Music: SALZBURG, Jakob Hintze, 1622—1702, adapt.




ANNOUNCEMENTS
‘What’'s Happening This Week at St. Paul’s: January 8-15,2023

TODAY: 10:00 am: WNY Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV
10:00 am: In-Person Worship and Communion
10:00 am: Sunday School
11:00 am: New Missionary Meeting
1:00 pm: Ray of Hope
Monday:  4:30-5:30 pm: Daily Bread Meal Share
Tuesday:  10:00 am: Bible Study
7:00 pm: Church Council Meeting
Wednesday: 10:00 am: Comforters Meeting
8:00 pm: AA Meeting
Thursday: 6:00 pm: Alanon
Friday: 4:00 pm: Adult Winter Retreat at LCLLC=Through Sunday, January 15
Saturday:  8:30-9:30 am: Men’s Breakfast
9:00 am-3:00 pm: Peniel Haiian Church
9:00 am-12:30 pm: Tiger’s Den Food Pantry Open
5:00 pm: Amherst Lutheran Campus Worship followed by New Missionary
Celebration
Sunday: 10:00 am: Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV
10:00 am: In-Person Worship and Communion
10:00 am: Sunday School
11:00 am: New Missionary Celebration
1:00 pm: Ray of Hope

Prayer List: In our congregational family: (* indicates new names or changes added this week)
Lee Abel: 71 Windsor Avenue, Buffalo, NY 14209

Neal Del.eo: Bristol village, 8455 Clarence Center Road, #105, Clarence Center, NY 14032
Richard Elhott: 34 Pino Alto Court, Willlamsville, NY 14221

Marilyn Emerson: 364 Burroughs Drive, Amherst, NY 14226

Frank Evans: 20 Park Lane, Willhlamsville, NY 14221

Chad Israel and Hayley Israel

Dawvid Lampe: 73 Crescent Avenue, Buffalo, NY 14214

Dorothy Menth: 2330 Maple Road, Apt. 383, Wilhamsville, NY 14221

Alison Silsby: 4360 Peet Street, Middleport, NY 14105

David Wolf: P.O. Box 198, Clarence Center, NY 14032

Prayer List: In our and extended family: Frances M. DiPasquale (Steve DiPasquale’s mother);
Thomas Maier; Ira Stricjewske



Deacon Schedule: 1/3: John Schunak; 1/15: TBA
Usher Schedule: 1/8: Bob & Karen Brown; 1/15: Mike & Michele Degen

S8T. PAUL'S ANNOUNCEMENTS

In-Person Worship: 10:00 am. Please be respectful of people around you regarding distancing
and therr comfort levels. The Sunday 10:00 am worship service 1s also being livestreamed on
St. Paul’s You'Tube page.

WNY Church Unleashed: If you cannot join us for in-person worship, please continue to
worship with us as WINY Church Unleashed on Sunday mornings at 10:00 am on WBBZ,
YouTube, or Facebook.

Ambherst Lutheran Church: If you cannot make St. Paul’s Sunday worship service at 10:00 an,
please join Amherst Lutheran’s worship service on Saturday at 5:00 pm.

Tigers Den Food Pantry: The Food Pantry is open to anyone i need in zip code 14220 or by
referral. The pantry hours for January are: Thursday 1/19 from 3:00-6:30 pm, and Saturday 1/14
and 1/28 from 9:00 am-12:30 pm. Donations for January: soup, pasta, and white rice.

Doaily Bread Food Truck: The Daily Bread Food Truck has started its third season of Monday
Meal Share. They will be serving meals between 4:30-5:30 pm in front of St. Paul’s to those
mdividuals experiencing food msecurity. We thank all of our volunteers who will make this a
most successtul mission. For more information, please contact the office at 716-835-0407 or
email dailvbread4007 @omail.com.

Resettlement Mission: If you would like to help support the Resettlement Mission, donations of’
Visa gift cards would help provide for gaps in some of the material needs. Gift cards can be
dropped oft at the Church Oflice, or put n the offering plates on Sunday.

Upcoming Events

Friday, January 15 through Sunday, January 15: Adult Winter Retreat at LCLC
If you are mterested in attending, please sign up on the notice i the Foyer.

Saturday, January 14: Celebration of New Missionaries at Amherst Lutheran Campus
following 5:00 pm Worship Service

Sunday, January 15: Celebration of New Missionaries at St. Paul’s
following 10:00 am Worship Service


mailto:dailybread4007@gmail.com

+ St. Paul’s Mission +
To empower others with the Good News of Jesus Christ.
We do that by: Seeking Connections, Enriching Faith, Nourishing Lives,
and Demonstrating Love in God’s Name.

St. Paul’s Congregation Council
President: Kathryn Francis
Vice-President: David Schunak
Treasurer: William Niblock
Secretary: Gerri Horton

Bob Brown  Susan Epstein  Sara Hannon
Vanessa Solomon  Robert Simpson  Scott Vahue

Pastor Rev. Steve Biegner (710-868-1232 - cell)
LE-mail: steve@stpaulseggertsville.org

Director of Music: Paul H. Storfer
Christian Ed Coordinator: June Prette
Youth Ministry: Adam Weber

Church Oftice Staft: Heidi Ginal and Adrienne Leary
E-mail: office@stpaulseggertsville.org
Telephone: (716) 835-0407

Website: www.stpaulseggertsville.org



