
Easter Vigil 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church                                

5:00 pm: Amherst Lutheran Campus 

April 8, 2023 



Welcome to St.  Paul’s Lutheran Church                                                            

April 8, 2023 

The climax of the sacred three days is reached in this service which abounds in 

imagery evoking responses from deep within the human psyche: darkness/light, 

death/life, chaos/order, and slavery/freedom.  This most holy night celebrates the 

central mystery of salvation – Christ’s saving death and mighty rising. 

The Vigil begins in darkness and culminates in light.  We move from a bare 

sanctuary to white and gold altar paraments.  We raise the paschal candle as a 

symbol of Christ’s victory over death with life eternal, remembering that the light 

shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  

 

The Vigil of Easter begins in silence 

Invocation and Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

 the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

P Sisters and brothers in Christ, “This is the night on which we remember how 

 God  delivered our forebears, the children of Israel, from the land of Egypt; 

 and led them, dry-shod, through the Red Sea. This is the night in which the 

 darkness of despair has been purged away by the rising brightness of hope. 

 This is the night in which all who  believe in Christ have been rescued from 

 evil and the gloom of sin, are once again renewed in baptismal grace, and are 

 restored to holiness. This is the night in which, breaking the chains of death, 

 Christ arises from hell in triumph. This is the night.  

C Thanks be to God!  

 

First Reading: Genesis 1:1–2:2 

Creation 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a 

formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God 

swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there 

was light.  



Silence for meditation 

P Let us pray… Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human 

 nature and  yet more wonderfully restored it. 

C In your mercy, let us share this divine life with you, through the one who came 

 to share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen.  

 

Lighting of the Paschal Candle 

P This Holy Night we celebrate the power of the light of Christ to transform our 

 lives  and the world. Christ Jesus, the light of the world, cannot be   

 extinguished. At every  baptism and funeral, throughout the season of Easter, 

 and at any time where we celebrate the power of life over death, we light this 

 paschal Candle. This candle represents the light of Christ that dispels the 

 darkness around and within us.    

P Let us pray…Eternal God, in Jesus Christ you have given the light of life to all 

 the world. 

C Bless your people as we light this candle.  Increase in us a desire to shine forth 

 with the brightness of Christ’s rising. We pray through the Son of  

 righteousness, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.   

 

The paschal candle is lit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



First Song: ELW 314 

Second Reading: Exodus 14:19-31; 15:20-21 

Deliverance at the Red Sea 

 The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went 

behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its 

place behind them. It came between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And 

so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come 

near the other all night. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove the sea 

back by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the 

waters were divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters 

forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, 

and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot 

drivers. At the morning watch the LORD in the pillar of fire and cloud looked 

down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He 

clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, 

“Let us flee from the Israelites, for the LORD is fighting for them against Egypt.” 

 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that 

the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot 

drivers.” So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea 

returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the LORD tossed the 

Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the 

chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not 

one of them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, 

the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. 

  Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the 

Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great work that the LORD did 

against the Egyptians. So the people feared the LORD and believed in the LORD 

and in his servant Moses.
         

 
Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron’s sister, took a tambourine in her hand; 

and all the women went out after her with tambourines and with dancing. And 

Miriam sang to them: “Sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; horse 

and rider he has thrown into the sea.” 

 

 

 

 

Silence for meditation 

P Let us pray… O God, whose mighty and wonderful deeds of old shine forth 

 even to our own day: By the power of your mighty arm you once delivered 

 your chosen people from slavery under Pharoah, a sign for us of the salvation 

 offered to everyone by the water of baptism.                   

C Grant that all the peoples of the earth may partake in the salvation of the 

 Israelites and together dance on the safe side of the sea, through Jesus Christ, 

 our Savior and Lord. Amen. 



Second Song: WOV 670 

 

Third Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14 

Valley of the dry bones 

The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the 

LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all 

around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He 

said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 

Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear  



the word of the LORD. Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath 

to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come 

upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and 

you shall know that I am the LORD.” 
                                           

 
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly 

there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I 

looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin 

had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy 

to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: 

Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may 

live.” I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they 

lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.
     

 
Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They 

say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 

Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open 

your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you 

back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open 

your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit 

within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall 

know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.” 

 

Silence for meditation 

P  Living God, by the death and resurrection of your Son you have brought us 

 out of sin into righteousness and out of death into life.                                            

C Breathe into us your life-giving spirit, that receiving the gifts of word and  

 sacrament,  we may live in the hope of all your blessings to come, through  

 Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  



 

 

 

Third Song: ELW 407 



Fourth Reading: Isaiah 55:1-11 

Salvation freely offered to all 

 Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, 

come, buy and eat!  Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 

Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that 

which does not satisfy?  Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight 

yourselves in rich food. Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may 

live. I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. 

See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. 

See, you shall call nations that you do not know, and nations that do not know you 

shall run to you, because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has       

glorified you.
           

 
Seek the LORD while he may be found, call upon him while he is near; let the 

wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the 

LORD, that he may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will abundantly 

pardon. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the 

LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than 

your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. For as the rain and the snow come 

down from heaven, and do not return there until they have watered the earth,     

making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so 

shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but 

it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Silence for meditation 

P Let us pray… Holy God, you created all things by the power of your Word, 

 and you renew the whole earth by your Spirit.                                 

C Give now the water of life to all who thirst for you, that rejoicing in your  

 covenant of mercy, we may bring forth abundant fruit, through Jesus Christ, 

 our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

 



Fourth Song: LBW 272, Verses 1-2,5 



Fifth Reading: Romans 6:3-11 

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were      

baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into 

death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so 

we too might walk in newness of life. 

 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be 

united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified 

with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be    

enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with 

Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised 

from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. The 

death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So 

you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

Fifth Song: ELW 456 



AFFIRMATION OF HOLY BAPTISM 

A On this holy night we remember the passover from death to life of our Lord 

 Jesus Christ. In baptism, God unites us to the death and resurrection of Jesus 

 Christ, and frees us from the power of sin and death.  Through water and the 

 Holy Spirit, we are reborn children of God, are made into the church, the 

 body of Christ, and are commissioned for Christ’s ministry of justice and peace 

 throughout the world.  Tonight, we renew and remember the promises and gift 

 of baptism 

P  Let us pray…Merciful God, we thank you that you have made us your own by 

 water and the Word in baptism. You have called us to yourself, enlightened us 

 with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourish us in the community of faith. Uphold 

 your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all 

 whom you have brought to  new birth through this holy sacrament.  We ask 

 this in the name of Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

RENUNCIATION 

P    As you affirm the promises made at your baptism, I ask you to profess your 

 faith in Jesus Christ, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. Do you 

 renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

C I renounce them. 

P Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

C I renounce them. 

P Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

C I renounce them. 

 

 

 



AFFIRMATION 

P With the whole church, let us confess our faith. Do you believe in God the 

 Father Almighty? 

C Yes, I believe in God the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son? 

C Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

 by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 

 Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  

 On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

 right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

C Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 

 saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  

 everlasting. 

 

RENEWAL 

P You have made public profession of your faith.  Do you intend to continue in 

 the covenant God made with you in holy baptism?                                            

  to live among God’s faithful people,      

  to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,   

  to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 

  to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,    

  and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

C Yes, I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

P Let us pray…we give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy 

 Spirit you give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life.  

 Stir up in your people the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and 

 understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the 

 fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

SONG: Thine is the Glory, ELW 376, Verse 1 (on the following page) 



   

 

 

 



The Easter Gospel: John 20:1-18 

P Alleluia!  Christ is risen!                                                                                    

C Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia!                                                                                     

P The holy gospel according to St. John                                                                    

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came 

to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran 

and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said 

to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where 

they have laid him.” Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the 

tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and 

reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying 

there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into 

the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on  

Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 

Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and 

believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the 

dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes. 

 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look 

into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had 

been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, 

why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do 

not know where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she turned around 

and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to 

her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him 

to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where 

you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned 

and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, 

“Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my 

brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God 

and your God.’ ” Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have 

seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 

P The gospel of the Lord.                                                                                       

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 



Song: Thine is the Glory, Verse 2 

 Lo, Jesus meets thee, risen from the tomb!       

 Lovingly he greets thee, scatters fear and gloom;      

 let his church with gladness hymns of triumph sing,     

 for the Lord now liveth; death hath lost its sting!     

 Thine is the glory, risen conqu’ring Son;       

 endless is the vict’ry thou o’er death hast won! 

                                                                                                                                                 

Sermon 

                                                                                                                                

Song: Thine is the Glory, Verse 3 

 No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life;      

 life is naught without thee; aid us in our strife;      

 make us more that conqu’rors, through thy deathless love;    

 bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above.     

 Thine is the glory, risen conqu’ring Son;                                                      

 endless is the vict’ry thou o’er death hast won! 

 

Communion Liturgy 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen!              

C Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

P The Lord be with you.               

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts.                

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                                    

C It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

P Tonight we celebrate the paschal feast.  We rejoice with God’s people of all 

 times and places. Together, we proclaim the great good news of Christ’s  

 resurrection to new life. And in this holy meal, we share a feast of new life, of  



 new birth, of forgiveness for  us and for all.   

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

 thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

 body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

 saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

 people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.   

 

Lord’s Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

 will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

 forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

 us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and 

 the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Holy Communion at St. Paul’s is celebrated every time we gather, and is open to all.  

As you come forward for communion today, all are invited to approach the font, 

generously dip their hands in the water, and make the sign of the cross to remember 

the faithfulness of God’s baptismal covenant.  In these waters, you have been sealed 

by the power of the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.   

Please approach by the center aisle, receive the bread and the wine, and return to 

your seat via the side aisle. Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available. Simple 

request it from the assisting minister holding the wine. Children are welcome! Those 

who receive elsewhere may receive here. Children who do not receive may come for 

a blessing. If you have difficulty walking, communion will be brought to you at your 

seat.  

 

Communion Blessing 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

 his grace.  

C Amen.  

 



Prayer after Communion 

P Let us pray. Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send 

 light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish 

 your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may

 show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

C Amen. 

P Alleluia!  Christ is risen!     

C Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

 

Benediction 

P Christ has gone to prepare a place for us. May his resurrection bring you all 

 joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope. Almighty God, 

 Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  

C Alleluia!  Christ is risen! Amen. 

 

Sending Hymn: Jesus Christ is Risen Today, ELW 365 (on the following page) 

 

Dismissal 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen.                                                                                       

C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

P Go in peace. Serve the Risen Lord!                                                                     

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude Music 

 

 

     

 

 

 





ANNOUNCEMENTS 

What’s Happening This Week at St. Paul’s: April 9-16, 2023 

 

TODAY: Easter            

  6:00 am: Easter Sunrise Worship and Communion at Eggertsville Campus 

  10:00 am: Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV    

  10:00 am: Easter Worship and Communion at Eggertsville Campus   

  11:00 am: Easter Egg Roll         

  1:00 pm: Ray of Hope                                                                                               

Monday: The Church Office will be closed through Wednesday to update office equipment. 

  4:30-5:30 pm: Daily Bread Meal Share                                

Tuesday:  The Church Office will be closed through Wednesday to update office equipment. 

  No Bible Study today                                     

Wednesday: The Church Office will be closed today to allow for updating of office equipment. 

  10:00 am: Comforters Group        

  8:00 pm: AA Meeting                                                                                            

Thursday: 6:00 pm: Alanon             

  7:15 pm: Book Club at Amherst Lutheran Campus                                                                                   

Saturday: 9:00 am-3:00 pm: Peniel Haitian Church at Amherst Lutheran Campus  

  5:00 pm: Worship and Communion at Amherst Lutheran Campus                                     

  7:00-9:00 pm: Youth Group Night at Eggertsville Campus                                               

Sunday: 10:00 am: Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV    

  10:00 am: Worship and Communion at Eggertsville Campus   

  10:00 am: Sunday School         

  1:00 pm: Ray of Hope                                                                                               

                                     

Prayer List: Shut-Ins (* indicates new names or changes added this week)                                                                                                                               
Lee Abel: 71 Windsor Avenue, Buffalo, NY 14209                         

Robert Baus: 30 Westchester Drive, Williamsville, NY 14221                                                       

Evelyn Berger: 644 Campbell Boulevard, Getzville, NY 14068                                                 

Joyce Chace: 80 Culpepper Road, Williamsville, NY 14221                                                      

Neal DeLeo: Bristol Village, 8455 Clarence Center Road, #105, Clarence Center, NY 14032                                      

Janet Isaacs: #6 Bush Gardens, Three Rod Road, Alden, NY 14004                                             

Omar Jenson: The Maplewood, 100 Daniel Drive, Webster, NY 14580                                                              

Dorothy Menth: 2330 Maple Road, Apt. 383, Williamsville, NY 14221         

Jon Mott: Brookdale, 6076 Main Street, #B8, Williamsville, NY  14221                                      

Ron Wolfe: 324 Village Park Drive, Williamsville, NY 14221 

 

Prayer List: In our congregational family and extended family: Rick Schmidt; Laura Sweet;  Grey-
son Knox; Ira Striejewski; Rosemarie and John Burgholzer (Sponsors of Tiger’s Den);   Gary 
Schmidt; David Wolf; Thomas Maier; Joanna Heizmann; Joan Chatham; Jerry Bucklaew; Joe 
Falletta; Debbie Lingenfelter; Maureen Kraus; Janet Mustard;  Sally O’Connell; Patrick    Irving; 
Jennifer Ryszkiewicz; Don Irving; William Vogel 

 


