
Easter Sunday 

Sunrise Service 

April 9, 2023                        

6:00 a.m. 



Welcome to St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

 April 9, 2023 

THE SERVICE OF LIGHT; RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL VOWS;                                

AND THE CELEBRATION OF THE HOLY EUCHARIST 

The congregation gathers around the new fire, a sign of our expectant hope,                             

now fulfilled as the Christ Candle is lit. 

 

Welcome and Gospel: Matthew 28:1-7a 

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and 

the other Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake; 

for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone 

and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For 

fear of him, the guards shook and became like dead men. But the angel said to the 

women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 

He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 

Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead.’” 

P  Christ is risen!                                                                                                  

C He is risen indeed! 

 

Service of Light 

P Christ yesterday and today; the beginning and the end; his are all 

 times, all ages, to him be glory and dominion, through all the ages.               

C Amen. 

   The Paschal Candle is lit from the new fire 

 

P May the light of Christ, rising in glory dispel the darkness in our 

 hearts and  minds. 

Procession into the Church: The Paschal Candle, Pastor and processional 

cross lead the Choir and Congregation into the Church (sung three times) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opening Hymn: LBW 146 (The Assisting Minister sings Verse 1, the Choir and 

Congregation join on Verses 2 and 3) 



Apostolic Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

 the Holy Spirit be with you all.                                                                            

C And also with you. 

 

Salutation and Prayer of the Day 

P Let’s pray † O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for 

 our redemption, and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the 

 power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with him 

 forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your  Son, Jesus Christ our 

 Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

 forever.                                                                                                                    

C Amen.                                                                                       

  

First Reading: Acts 10:34-43 

Peter’s sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman army officer, sums 

up the essential message of Christianity. Everyone who believes in Jesus, whose 

life, death, and resurrection fulfilled the words of the prophets, receives forgiveness 

of sins through his name. 

Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no 

partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 

acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 

preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread 

throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 

how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he 

went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God 

was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. 

They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third 

day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by 

God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He 

commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained 

by God as judge of the living and the dead. 
43
All the prophets testify about him that 

everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

A The Word of the Lord                                                                                   

C Thanks be to God. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to John the 20th Chapter                                    

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Gospel: John 20:1-18 

John’s gospel describes the confusion and excitement of the first Easter: the stone is 

moved, disciples race back and forth, and angels speak to a weeping woman. Then, 

Jesus himself appears. 

 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene 

came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she 

ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and 

said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know 

where they have laid him.” Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went 

toward the tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple outran 

Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen 

wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, 

and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that 

had been on  Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place 

by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he 

saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise 

from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes. 

 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look 

into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had  



been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, 

why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do 

not know where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she turned around 

and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to 

her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him 

to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where 

you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned 

and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, 

“Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my 

brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God 

and your God.’ ” Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have 

seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 

P  The Gospel of the Lord                                                                                     

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon:  Pastor Steve Biegner 

 

 

 

Hymn of the Day: LBW 131 (on the following page) 

 

Affirmation of Holy Baptism 

P Dear friends, we give thanks to God for the gift of baptism as we present  

 ourselves before God this day to affirm our baptism into Christ. 

 Let us pray. 

 Merciful God, we thank you that you have made us your own by water and the 

 Word in baptism. You have called us to yourself, enlightened us with the gifts 

 of your Spirit, and nourished us in the community of faith. Uphold your  

 servants as we affirm the gifts and  promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of 

 all whom you have brought to new birth through this holy sacrament. We ask 

 this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 



 

 



Renunciation of Evil 

P  As you affirm your baptism, I ask you to reject sin, profess your faith in Christ, 

 and confess the faith of the church the faith in which we baptize: 

 Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

C I renounce them. 

P Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

C  I renounce them. 

P Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

C  I renounce them. 

P With the whole church, let us confess our faith. Do you believe in God the 

 Father? 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

C I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 

 power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under 

 Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. 

 On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 

 right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

P Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

C I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

 saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  

 everlasting. Amen. 

 

Commitment 

P You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in 

 the covenant God made with you in holy baptism: to live among God’s faithful 

 people, to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, to proclaim 

 the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, 

 following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the 

 earth? 

C  I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 



Prayer of Blessing 

P Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy 

 Spirit you give us new birth, wash us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir 

 up in each of us the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and  

 understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the 

 fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Baptismal Remembrance  

P When we were joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we were clothed with 

 God’s mercy and forgiveness. Together let us remember our baptism.

 Blessed are you, O God of grace. From age to age you made water a sign of 

 your presence among us. In the beginning your Spirit brooded over the waters 

 and you created  the world by your word, calling forth life in which you took 

 delight. You led Israel safely through the Red Sea into the land of promise, 

 and in the waters of the Jordan, you proclaimed Jesus your beloved one. By 

 water and the Spirit you adopted us as your daughters and sons, making us 

 heirs of the promise and servants of God. Through this water remind us of 

 our baptism. Shower us with your Spirit, that your forgiveness, grace, and love 

 may be renewed in our lives. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus 

 Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

P  Almighty God, who has given us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and 

 bestowed on us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal life through the 

 grace of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C  Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

A United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the 

 world, and all in need.                                                                                         

 You call your church to witness to your salvation. We give thanks for all  

 theologians, preachers, and teachers who proclaim your gospel. Equip all the 

 baptized to share the joy of the resurrection in all we say and do. Risen Lord, 

 in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 



A You bring abundant life throughout creation. The green blade rises, and all 

 creation greets the resurrection dawn. Preserve vineyards and orchards and 

 those who tend to them. Feed us with the fruits of creation. Risen Lord, in 

 your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

A You show your steadfast love without regard to borders, barriers, or human-

 made divisions. Infuse your justice in every nation of the world that all  

 experience the peace that only you can give. Risen Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

A You anointed your Son with the Holy Spirit and with power. Encourage us by 

 his example in our ministries of healing, care, and outreach. We pray for all 

 who are sick or hospitalized, especially the people on our Prayer Lists and 

 those we name before you now, either silently or aloud, and for all health care 

 workers who care for them. Risen Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

A You have put gladness in our hearts. Inspire musicians and dancers to rejoice 

 with songs of victory. Bless the music ministries of this congregation and all 

 who foster our assembly’s song. Risen Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

A As you have raised Jesus from the dead, you show us your resurrection 

 promise. With your holy ones who have sung your praise, free us from fear 

 and empower us to go and tell the good news. Risen Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

A Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise 

 to you, almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Peace 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

 

Reception of the Offering 

 



Presentation of the Gifts 

 

 

Offertory Prayer 

P Let us pray 

C God of grace, we give you thanks for all the blessings you have poured into 

 our lives.  Thank you for the opportunities to share those blessings through 

 and beyond St. Paul’s.  Use the gifts we offer here today and in our planned 

 giving to bless the world with your hope, your presence, and your love. 

 Amen  

 

 

 

 

 



The Communion Liturgy is based on  “I Am the Bread of Life”  

 P I AM the bread of Life. You who come to me shall not hunger, And who  

 believe in me shall not thirst. No one can come to me unless the Father 

 beckons.  

C And I will raise you up, and I will raise you up,                                          

 And I will raise you up on the last day.  

P The bread that I will give is my flesh for the life of the world, And if you eat 

 of this bread, You shall live forever, you shall live forever.  

C And I will raise you up, and I will raise you up,                                         

 And I will raise you up on the last day.  

P In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took a loaf of 

 bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and 

 eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

 saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

 people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

C And I will raise you up, and I will raise you up,                                           

 And I will raise you up on the last day.  

 Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God,  Who has come 

 into the world.  And I will raise you up, and I will raise you up,  And I will 

 raise you up on the last day.  

 

Lord’s Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

 will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

 forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

 us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

 the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

 

Holy Communion at St. Paul’s is celebrated every time we gather, and open to all. 

Please approach by the center aisle, receive the bread and the wine, and return to 

your seat via the side aisle. Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available. Simply  



request it from the assisting minister holding the wine. Children are welcome! 

Those who receive elsewhere may receive here. Children who do not yet receive 

may come for a blessing. If you have difficulty walking, communion will be brought 

to you at your seat.  

  

Communion Blessing 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

 his grace.                                                                                                              

C Amen 

 

Prayer 

P Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word 

 and this meal of grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to 

 show your love and serve the world in Jesus’ name. 

C Amen. 

 

Benediction  

P And now as you go on your way, may the Lord go with you.  May he go before 

 you to show you the way, behind you to encourage you, beside you to be your 

 friend, above you to watch over you, and within you to give you peace.  Go 

 today celebrating in the name of the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

 and all God’s children said…  

C Amen.   

 

Closing Hymn: LBW 151 (on the next page) 

 

Dismissal 

P Christ is risen!                                                                                                             

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

P Let us go in peace to serve our risen Lord!                                                        

C Thanks be to God! 

 

 





 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

What’s Happening This Week at St. Paul’s: April 9-16, 2023 

 

TODAY: Easter            

  6:00 am: Easter Sunrise Worship and Communion at Eggertsville Campus 

  10:00 am: Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV    

  10:00 am: Easter Worship and Communion at Eggertsville Campus   

  11:00 am: Easter Egg Roll         

  1:00 pm: Ray of Hope                                                                                               

Monday: The Church Office will be closed through Wednesday to update office equipment. 

  4:30-5:30 pm: Daily Bread Meal Share                                

Tuesday:  The Church Office will be closed through Wednesday to update office equipment. 

  No Bible Study today                                     

Wednesday: The Church Office will be closed today to allow for updating of office equipment. 

  10:00 am: Comforters Group        

  8:00 pm: AA Meeting                                                                                            

Thursday: 6:00 pm: Alanon             

  7:15 pm: Book Club at Amherst Lutheran Campus                                                                                   

Saturday: 9:00 am-3:00 pm: Peniel Haitian Church at Amherst Lutheran Campus  

  5:00 pm: Worship and Communion at Amherst Lutheran Campus                                     

  7:00-9:00 pm: Youth Group Night at Eggertsville Campus                                               

Sunday: 10:00 am: Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV    

  10:00 am: Worship and Communion at Eggertsville Campus   

  10:00 am: Sunday School         

  1:00 pm: Ray of Hope                                                                                               

                                     

Prayer List: Shut-Ins (* indicates new names or changes added this week)                                                                                                                               
Lee Abel: 71 Windsor Avenue, Buffalo, NY 14209                         

Robert Baus: 30 Westchester Drive, Williamsville, NY 14221                                                       

Evelyn Berger: 644 Campbell Boulevard, Getzville, NY 14068                                                 

Joyce Chace: 80 Culpepper Road, Williamsville, NY 14221                                                      

Neal DeLeo: Bristol Village, 8455 Clarence Center Road, #105, Clarence Center, NY 14032                                      

Janet Isaacs: #6 Bush Gardens, Three Rod Road, Alden, NY 14004                                             

Omar Jenson: The Maplewood, 100 Daniel Drive, Webster, NY 14580                                                              

Dorothy Menth: 2330 Maple Road, Apt. 383, Williamsville, NY 14221         

Jon Mott: Brookdale, 6076 Main Street, #B8, Williamsville, NY  14221                                      

Ron Wolfe: 324 Village Park Drive, Williamsville, NY 14221 

 

Deacon Schedule: 4/9: Barbara Walter and John Schunak; 4/16: John Schunak                                                                     

Usher Schedule: 4/9: Todd Vahue, Lonny Walter, Scott Vahue, Gerry Keppel; 4/16: TBD 

 



Prayer List: In our congregational family and extended family: Rick Schmidt; Laura Sweet;  
Greyson Knox; Ira Striejewski; Rosemarie and John Burgholzer (Sponsors of Tiger’s Den);   
Gary Schmidt; David Wolf; Thomas Maier; Joanna Heizmann; Joan Chatham; Jerry Bucklaew; 
Joe Falletta; Debbie Lingenfelter; Maureen Kraus; Janet Mustard;  Sally O’Connell; Patrick    
Irving; Jennifer Ryszkiewicz; Don Irving; William Vogel 

 

ST. PAUL’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

In-Person Worship: St. Paul’s offers two in-person worship services: Saturday evening at        
5:00 pm at the Amherst Lutheran Campus, and Sunday morning at 10:00 am at the Eggertsville 
Campus. Please be respectful of people around you regarding distancing and their comfort     
levels. The Sunday 10:00 am worship service is also livestreamed on St. Paul’s YouTube page. 

Church Unleashed: If you cannot join us for in-person worship, please continue to worship with 
us as WNY Church Unleashed on Sunday mornings at 10:00 am on WBBZ, YouTube, or      
Facebook.  

Tigers Den Food Pantry: The Food Pantry is open to anyone in need in zip code 14226, anyone 
associated with Amherst Lutheran Campus, or by referral. The April pantry hours are: Thursday 
4/6 and 4/20 from 3:00-6:30 pm, and Saturday 4/8 and 4/22 from 9:00 am-12:30 pm. Donations 
for April are: cake mix and frosting, broth, and cooking oil. 

Daily Bread Food Truck: We are successful in our Monday Meal Share mission with the help of 
our donors and volunteers. For more information to volunteer or donate, please contact the 
church office at 716-835-0407 or email dailybread4007@gmail.com. 

ALC Book Club: Please come and join us, all are welcome!  The Book Club meets the second   
Thursday of each month in the narthex at Amherst Lutheran Campus beginning at 7:15 pm.   
Upcoming Book Club meeting and reading selection: Thursday, April 13, reading “We are Not 

Like Them” by Christine Pride and Jo Piazza. 

 

HOOPS FOR HEALING                                                                                                            
MARCH MADNESS TOURNAMENT                  

Congratulations to our winners of the Hoops for Healing                                                                      

March Madness Tournament bracket challenge. In what was a                                                                   

wild tournament this year, you helped raise $350                                                                             

to go toward help with mental health co-pays for our first responders.                                                    

Our winners are:  

1st place - Brenda Weber-Miller                                                                                                 

2nd place - Wes Arends                                                                                                          

3rd place - Mitchell Stein 

Thanks again to Tavern at Windsor Park, Buffalo Brewpub                                                       

and Grover's Bar And Grill for their sponsorship of the event. 

 

mailto:dailybread4007@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/tavernwindsorpark/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUIaICEriWeA1TzYJvHvIH4b1-_7F3v72KndHpzhv3n8w1S0QP264vz5DpmUNysagWFzOiditRr6fF4tkXLQpLAmb5IjQPR6s9Hm34EKl-mkLK0z6ROicgbpcv10NMAfkKjyX6WcRfcbFVZ8TdgKCpXMdL1J-b_GCRVlmn3xlZO6Q&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/buffalobp?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUIaICEriWeA1TzYJvHvIH4b1-_7F3v72KndHpzhv3n8w1S0QP264vz5DpmUNysagWFzOiditRr6fF4tkXLQpLAmb5IjQPR6s9Hm34EKl-mkLK0z6ROicgbpcv10NMAfkKjyX6WcRfcbFVZ8TdgKCpXMdL1J-b_GCRVlmn3xlZO6Q&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100063612848711&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUIaICEriWeA1TzYJvHvIH4b1-_7F3v72KndHpzhv3n8w1S0QP264vz5DpmUNysagWFzOiditRr6fF4tkXLQpLAmb5IjQPR6s9Hm34EKl-mkLK0z6ROicgbpcv10NMAfkKjyX6WcRfcbFVZ8TdgKCpXMdL1J-b_GCRVlmn3xlZO6Q&__tn__=-%5dK-

