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Welcome to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Fggertsville Campus
Seventh Sunday of Easter
May 21, 2023

Prelude Music: Paul Storfer

Brief order for Confession and Forgiveness
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We gather as community, joyfully, humbly, privileged to be able to worship in
the name of the Father, and of the *F Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, you know our hearts, you know our desires, nothing 1s hidden
from you: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts and the actions of our bodies by
the mspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may live into our best lives 1n you,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin 1 the presence of God and of one another. Most
merciful God,

We confess how far we stray from your design. We have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we let happen.
We forget to love you with our whole heart; we forget to love our neighbors as
well, especially those that don’t look like us or believe the way we do. So
gracious Lord, please have mercy on us. Forgive us, change us, lead us and
help us actually listen, so that each step we walk will reflect the amazing love
and grace you have for us.

These are sacred moments when we name 1t: our brokenness, our
imperfections, our shortcomings. It’s needed and important. But more
powerful than all of that 1s God’s amazing grace for you. Hold your heads

up! You are loved children of God and nothing will ever change that! So, 1t’s
an honor and privilege as a leader of this community to remind you of the
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the *F Son,
and of the Holy Spint.

Amen.



Opening Hymn: LBW 520

Give to Our God Immortal Praise!
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748

Music: DUKE STREET, attr. John Hatton, d. 1793




Apostolic Greeting

P The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C  And also with you.

Hymn of Praise (Choir sings first line)
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Prayer of the Day

P O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your
right hand. Unite us with Christ and each other 1n suffering and 1n joy, that all
the world may be drawn 1nto your bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

C  Amen.

Children’s Time

First Reading: Acts 1:6-14

1Today’s reading 1s part of the introduction to the narrative of the outpouring of the
Spirit on Pentecost. These verses tell of the risen Lord’s conversation with his
disciples on the eve of his ascension, m which he promises that they will receive the
power of the Holy Spirit.

When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, 1s this the time
when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He rephed, “It 1s not for you to know
the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses 1n
Jerusalem, 1n all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had
said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their
sight. While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two
men 1n white robes stood by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand



looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you nto
heaven, will come 1n the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” Then they
returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which 1s near Jerusalem, a
sabbath day’s journey away. When they had entered the city, they went to the room
upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip
and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the
Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these were constantly devoting themselves to

prayer, together with certain women, imncluding Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as
his brothers.

A This 1s the Word of the Lord
C  Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11

Our faith m Christ does not make us immune from the scorn of others.
Nevertheless, we are to resist the designs of evil when we experience disparagement
from others because we trust God'’s grace will strengthen and guide us.

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that 1s taking place among you to test
you, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice msofar as you
are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when
his glory 1s revealed. If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed,
because the spirit of glory, which 1s the Spirit of God, 1s resting on you. Humble
yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due
time. Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. Discipline yourselves,
keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for
someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your
brothers and sisters m all the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. And
after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to
his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish
you. To him be the power forever and ever. Amen.

A This 1s the Word of the Lord
C  Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation

Celtic Alleluia
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Verses may be sung by a leader. Then the alleluia is repeated.

Music: Fintan O'Carroll and Christopher Walker
Music © 1985 Fintan O'Carroll and Christopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications, Inc. 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

P The Holy Gospel according to John the 17th Chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: John 17:1-11
On the night before his crucifixion, Jesus prays to his heavenly Father, asking that
those who continue his work mn this world will live i unity.

After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples], he looked up to heaven
and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify
you, since you have given him authonity over all people, to give eternal life to all
whom you have given him. And this 1s eternal life, that they may know you, the only
true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing
the work that you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me i your own presence
with the glory that I had i your presence before the world existed.

“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world.
They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now
they know that everything you have given me 1s from you; for the words that you
gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that
I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their
behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you
gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have



been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the world, but they are i the
world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them mn your name that you
have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

=t



Hymn of the Day: ELW 389

Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing
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Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Music: TRURO, T. Williams, Psalmodia Evangelica, 1789
Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Today we welcome the following +
New Missionaries to St. Paul’s
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Alexander and Ana Gardea
Jack and Kathy Greenawalt
Jan Isaacs
Moary Mindel
Carol O’Brien

Reception of New Missionaries

P These people have come to us from other communities and congregations
and desire to make public athrmation of their Baptism. Dear friends, we
rejoice to receive you, members of the one holy catholic and apostolic
Church, mto our fellowship in the Gospel.

Apostles’ Creed

A Let’s confess the faith of the Church together using the Apostles’ Creed:

C Ibeheve m God, the Father almughty, creator of heaven and earth.

I beheve 1n Jesus Christ, lus only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended mto hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen



Prayers of the Church
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United 1n the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all 1n need.

God of harmony, as you drew your son to your side, you draw us to you and
unite us with the planet and one another. Weave your church together in a
web of mutual love for the sake of the world. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

As your Spirit hovered over the waters of creation, so your Spirit hovers over
all that you have made. Bless the water that sustains the planet and grant
wisdom to use 1t wisely. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy 1s great.

You empower your people with the fire of your Spint. Challenge activists and
organizers, teachers and politicians, and all in leadership to speak a message
of peace and justice. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy 1s great.

You care for all your children. Show your steadfast love to those suffering
1solation, especially exiles, refugees, or prisoners. Break the chains of all held
fast by systemic oppression of any kind. Comfort all who are afraid or
suffering from 1llness, especially the people on our Prayer Lists and those we
name before you now, either silently or aloud. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We give thanks that humankind serves as your body in the world, stewarding
your abundant gifts. Guide this congregation’s leaders as they seek your will.
We pray for our staff and council. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You raise your saints to new life in Christ. We give you thanks for all your
saints who have given us ghimpses of your redeeming love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Rejoicing mn the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise
to you, almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.

Amen.



Brothers, sisters, and siblings in Christ: in Holy Baptism our Lord Jesus Christ
received you and made you members of his Church. In the community of
God’s people, you have learned from his Word God’s loving purpose for you
and all creation. You have been nourished at his holy table and called to be
witnesses to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. You have made public athirmation of
your faith. Do you mtend to continue in the covenant God made with you in
Holy Baptism:

- to live among God’s faithful people, to hear his Word and share mn his
supper,

- to proclaim the good news of God 1 Christ through word and deed,

- to serve all people, following the example of our Lord Jesus,

- and to strive for justice and peace 1n all the earth?

Response: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.

P
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Let us pray:

Gracious Lord, through water and the Spirit you claimed these people as
children of God. You forgave them all their sins and brought them to
newness of life. Continue to strengthen them with the Holy Spirit, and daily
mcrease 1 them your gifts of grace: the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirt of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the
Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
Let’s welcome our newest missionaries.

We welcome you into the Lord's family. We receive you as fellow members
of the body of Christ, children of the same heavenly Father, and missionaries
with us here at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church.



Oftering Music and Prayer

Ways to Give to St. Paul’s
Following are a couple of options you can use to continue tithing to St. Paul’s:
e In-Person Worship: Continue to put your envelopes and cash in the plate

o Giving by Mail: If you are not able to attend worship i person, please mail your donations
payable to St. Paul’s - 4007 Main Street, Eggertsville, NY 14226

o Online: On the St. Paul’s website 1s a ink to Online Giving which will allow you to donate
either via PayPal or credit card. Click the Online Giving button and you will be taken to the
site to set up an account, where to direct your donation, and the amount you want to donate.
The website 1s: https://stpaulseggertsville.com/online-giving/
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Let us pray.

C  God of grace, we give you thanks for all the blessings you have poured into
our hives. Thank you for the opportunities to share those blessings through
and beyond St. Paul’s. Use the gifts we offer here today and in our planned
giving to bless the world with your hope, your presence, and your love. Amen

Dialogue and Preface

P  The Lord be with you.

C  And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C  Welift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C  Itis right to give God thanks and praise.

P Itis indeed right and proper that we should at all imes and 1n all places, offer

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and speak their unending hymn:

Sanctus (spoken)

C  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed 1s he who comes in the name of
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.




Words of Institution

P In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave 1t to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this 1s
my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave 1t for all to drink,
saymg: This cup 1s the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord’s Prayer

P  Lord, remember us mn your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

C  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as 1t 1s in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass agaimnst us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 1s the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

Holy Communion at St. Paul’s: celebrated every time we gather, and 1s open to all.

Please approach by the center aisle, receive the bread and the wine, and return to
yvour seat via the side aisle. Gluten-free walers and grape juice are available. Simply
request it from the Assisting Minister holding the wine. Children are welcome!
Those who recerve elsewhere may recerve here. Children who do not yet receive
may come for a blessing. If yvou have difficulty walking, communion will be brought
lo you at your seal.

Commumion Blessing

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
m his grace.

C Amen.

Prayer After Communion

P Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word
and this meal of grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to
show your love and serve the world 1n Jesus’ name.

C Amen.



Benediction

P And now as you go on your way, may the Lord go with you. May he go before
you to show you the way, behind you to encourage you, beside you to be your
friend, above you to watch over you, and within you to give you peace. Go
today celebrating in the name of the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit,
and all God’s children said...

C Amen

Closing Hymn: ELW 579 (on the following page)

Sharing the Peace and Sending
P Go in peace to serve the Lord!

C  Thanks be to God.
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Lord, You Give the Great Commission
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Text: Jeffery Rowthorn, b. 1934

Music: ABBOT'S LEIGH, Cyril V. Taylor, 1907-1991

Text © 1978 and Music © 1942, ren. 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.
Used by permission.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

What’s Happening This Week at St. Paul’s: May 21-28, 2023

TODAY: 9:30 am-1:30 pm: Western New York Church at ALC
10:00 am: Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV
10:00 am: Leadership Weekend: Worship, Communion, and New Missionary
Welcome
10:00 am: Sunday School
10:45 am: Annual Congregational Meeting (following 10:00 am service)
1:00 pm: Ray of Hope
Tuesday:  10:00 am: Bible Study
Wednesday: 8:00 pm: AA Meeting
Thursday: 6:00 pm: Alanon
Saturday:  9:00 am-3:00 pm: Peniel Haitan Church at ALC
9:00 am-12:30 pm: Tiger’s Den Food Pantry Open
5:00 pm: Worship and Communion at ALC
Sunday: 9:30 am-1:30 pm: Western New York Church at ALC
10:00 am: Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV
10:00 am: Worship and Communion

10:00 am: Sunday School

Altar Flowers: Are given for the glory of God.

Prayer List: Shut-Ins (* indicates new names or changes added this week)

Lee Abel: 71 Windsor Avenue, Buffalo, NY 14209

Robert Baus: 30 Westchester Drive, Willlamswville, NY 14221

Evelyn Berger: 644 Campbell Boulevard, Getzville, NY 14068

Joyce Chace: 80 Culpepper Road, Willlamsville, NY 14221

Neal DelLeo: Bristol Village, 8455 Clarence Center Road, #105, Clarence Center, NY 14032
Jan Isaacs: #6 Bush Gardens, Three Rod Road, Alden, NY 14004

Omar Jenson: The Maplewood, 100 Daniel Drive, Webster, NY 14580

*Dorothy Menth: Elderwood at Willlamswille, 200 Bassett Rd., #236P, Wilhamswille, NY 14221
Jon Mott: Brookdale, 6076 Main Street, #B8, Willlamsville, NY 14221

*David Wolf: Solstice, 6363 Transit Road, #244, East Amherst, NY 14051

Ron Wolfe: 324 Village Park Drive, Wilhamsville, NY 14221

Deacons: 5/21: Sara Gallagher; 5/28: Barbara Walter
Ushers: 5/21: Gerry Keppel & Jefl Mols; 5/28: Robin Miano & Sharon Adimey



Prayer List: In our congregational and extended family: Nancy Durkin; David Thrig; Kurt Parker
Venator (Richard Venator’s grandson); Elwood & Jaroslava Chase (Karlen Chase's parents);
Shaun Woods; Tracy Robinson; Michael Wallace; Rick Schnmudt; Laura Sweet; Greyson Knox;
Ira Stricjewskr; Gary Schmidt; David Wolt; Thomas Maier; Joanna Herzmann; Joan Chatham;
Jerry Bucklaew; Joe Falletta; Debbie Lingenfelter; Maureen Kraus; Sally O Connell: Patrick
Irving; Jennifer Ryszkiewicz; Don Irving; Gail Adema; Gail Andrews; Amy Dickinson; Dean
Honsberger; Janet Mustard; Suzanne Gustafson

ANNOUNCEMENTS

In-Person Worship: St. Paul’s has two in-person worship services: Saturday evening at 5:00 pm at
the Amherst Lutheran Campus, and Sunday morning at 10:00 am at the Fggertsville Campus.
Please be respectful of people around you regarding distancing and their comfort levels. The
Sunday 10:00 am worship service 1s also livestreamed on St. Paul’s You'Tube page.

Church Unleashed: If vou cannot join us for in-person worship, please continue to worship with
us as Church Unleashed on Sunday mormnings at 10:00 am on WBBZ, You'lube, or Facebook.

Tigers Den Food Pantry: The Food Pantry 1s open to anyone in need i zip code 14220, anyone
associated with Amherst Lutheran Campus, or by referral. Remaining May pantry hours are:
9:00 am-12:30 pm on Saturday 5/27. Donations for May: salad dressing, salsa, ketchup,
mayonnaise.

Daily Bread Food Truck: We have concluded our 2022-2023 Monday Meal Share season. Our
2023-2024 Monday Meal Share will begin again in October. For more information to volunteer

or donate, please contact the church oftice at 710-835-0407 or email dailybread4007 @gmail.

ALC Book Club: The Book Club meets the second Thursday of each month in the narthex at
Ambherst Lutheran Campus beginning at 7:15 pm. All are welcome! Next meeting 1s June 8 and
we will be reading Braiding Sweetgrass by Robin Wall Kimmerer. Book for September: The
Last Cuentista (Storyteller) by Donna Barba Higuera. For more imformation contact Karin
Johnson at 710-089-6305 or karinej@roadrunner.com.

In our area: Boy Scout Troop 261 will sponsor a Chiavetta’s BBQ Chicken Dinner Fundraiser
today from 3-6 pm in the parking lot at St. Benedict’s Church (corner of Mamn and Fggert). Take
out only! Each dinner costs $15.00 and includes 1/2 chicken, potato salad, coleslaw, and roll and
butter.
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BUFFALO
BISONS

ST. PAUL
SAINTS

@ SAHLEN FIELD

FRIDAY, JUNE 2ND

IT'S A FRIDAY NIGHT BASH!:
Resurgence Brewing Happy Hour @ Spm
Game Time @ 7:05 & Postgame Fireworks!

Game Tickets: $15 each

Game Tickets w/ Discounted Concessions: $23 each
(includes: hotdog & soda)




+St. Paul’s Mission +
To empower others with the Good News of Jesus Christ.
We do that by: Seeking Connections, Enriching Farth, Nourishing Lives,
and Demonstrating Love in God’s Name.

St Paul’s Congregation Council

President: Kathryn Francis
Vice-President: David Schunak
1reasurer: William Niblock
Secretary: Gerri Horton

Bob Brown  David Dahlberg Susan Epstein  Sara Hannon
Janet Schmidt  Robert Simpson — Vanessa Solomon — Scott Vahue

Pastors
Steve Biegner: Cell: 710-868-1252: Email: steve@stpaulseggertsville.com
Kristen Arends: Cell: 710-481-8728; Email: kristen@stpaulseggertsville.com

Directors of Music
Paul H. Storfer (SPEC)
Adam Schnudt (ALC)

Chrstian Education Coordinator
June Piette

Youth Ministry
Adam Weber

Digital Ministry
Andrew Gruszka

Church Office Staff
Heidr Ginal, Adrienne Leary, and Judy Polowy
E-mail: office@stpaulseggertsville.com
Telephone: (716) 835-0407

Website: www.stpaulseggertsville.org




