Reformation Weekend

October 28, 2023
2:00 pm
St. Paul’s Amherst Lutheran Campus



Welcome to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Ambherst Lutheran Campus
Reformation Weekend
October 28, 2023

Pre-Service Music: Adam Schmidt

Brief order for Confession and Forgiveness
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Blessed be God, the one who forms us, F Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit
who makes our joy complete.

Amen.

Let us bow before God m humility, confessing our sin. Steadfast and faithful

God,

you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. We are
overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk what
we have for the sake of others. For the harm we have caused, known and
unknown, forgive us. For the unjust demands we place on others and your
creation, forgive us. For the ways we turn away from you and our neighbor,
forgive us. Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; in the name of
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Beloved m Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. God’s
compassion 1s beyond compare. In Jesus, God 1s always making a new way for

us. In +F Christ, you are already and always forgiven.

Amen.



Gathering Song: WOV 698

We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus
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1 We are bap-tized in Christ Je - sus, we are bap-tized in his death;
2 In the wa-ter and the wit-ness, In the break-ing of the bread,

3 Glo-ry be to God the Fa-ther, glo-ry be to Christ the Son,
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that as Christ 1s raised vic - to - rious, we might live a brand new life.
in the wait - ing arms of Je-sus who i1s r1s - en from the dead,
glo-ry to the Ho -1ly Spir-it, ev-er three and ev - er  one;
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And if we have been u - nit - ed in a dread-ful death like his,
God has made a new be - gin-ning from the ash - es of our past
as 1t was m the be - gin-ning, glo-ry now rte-sounds a - gain
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we will  all be re - u - nit - ed, for he lives.
in the los - ing and the win - ning we hold fast.
in a song that has no end - ing. . ... A - men.

Text: John C. Ylvisaker, b. 1937
Music: OUIMETTE, John C. Ylvisaker
Text and music © 1985 John C. Ylvisaker

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Apostolic Greeting

P The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C  And also with you.



Prayer of the Day

P Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the
church n every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep
them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them n times of trial,
defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your
saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spinit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen

Praise Song: TFF 268 (on the following page)

1oday’s Reader: Ginger Davis

First Reading: Romans 3:19-28

Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other
Reformation leaders. No human beings make themselves right with God through
works of the law. We are brought mto a night relationship with God through the
divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act 1s a gift of grace that liberates us
from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ.

Now we know that whatever the law says, 1t speaks to those who are under the
law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held
accountable to God. For “no human being will be justified mn his sight” by deeds
prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. But now,
apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and 1s attested by the
law and the prophets, the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all
who believe. For there 1s no distinction, since all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God; they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption
that 1s in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his
blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because m his
divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 1t was to
prove at the present time that he himself 1s righteous and that he justifies the one
who has faith i Jesus. Then what becomes of boasting? It 1s excluded. By what
law? By that of works? No, but by the law of faith. For we hold that a person 1s
justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.

A This 1s the Word of the Lord
C  Thanks be to God.



Jesus, Name Above All Names
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Psalm 46
The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of.Jacob 1s our stronghold. (Ps. 46:7)
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God 1s our refuge and strength, a very present help 1n trouble.

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, and though the
mountains shake in the depths of the sea;

though its waters rage and foam, and though the mountains tremble with its
tumult.

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation
of the Most High.

God 1s n the mudst of the city; it shall not be shaken; God shall help 1t at the
break of day.

The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; God speaks, and the earth melts
away.

The LORD of hosts 1s with us; the God of Jacob 1s our stronghold.

Come now, regard the works of the LORD, what desolations God has brought
upon the earth;

behold the one who makes war to cease 1 all the world; who breaks the bow,
and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.

“Be still, then, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations; I
will be exalted in the earth.”

The LLORD of hosts 1s with us; the God of Jacob 1s our stronghold.

This 1s the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Hymn: ELW 174

Gospel Acclamation
Celtic Alleluia
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Verses may be sung by a leader. Then the alleluia is repeated.




P The Holy Gospel according to John the 8th Chapter.
C  Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: John 8:31-36
Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He
reveals the truth that sets people free from sin.

Jesus said to the Jews who had believed i him, “If you continue in my word,
you are truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you
free.” They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been
slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”

Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commuits sin 1s a
slave to sm. The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son
has a place there forever. So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
A
TR
Confirmand Readings:

Alice Johnson: Ephesians 4:52 “Be kind to one another, tender hearted, forgiving
one another, as God i Christ has forgiven you.”

Henry Schihl: Proverbs 11:14 “Where there 1s no guidance, a people falls, but in
an abundance of counselors there is safety.”

Samantha Silsby: £ Corinthians 4:18 “So we fix our eyes not on what 1s seen, but on
what 1s unseen, since what 1s seen 1s temporary but what 1s unseen is eternal.””

Liam Silshy: Psalm 139:15-14 “For it was you who formed my inward parts; you
knit me together in my mother’s womb. I praise you, for I am fearfully and
wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; this I know very well.”




Sermon Hymn: LBW 294

My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less
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1 My hope 18 built on noth - ing less than
2 When dark - ness veils his love - ly face, I
3 His oath, his cov - € - nant, his blood sus -
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On Christ, the sol -1d  rock, 1 stand; all oth-er ground is  sink - ing sand.

Text: Edward Mote, 1797-1874, alt.
Music: MELITA, John B. Dykes, 1823-1876



Apostle’s Creed
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Let’s join to proclaim our faith in the Apostles’ Creed:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe 1n Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He
ascended into heaven, and 1s seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen

Prayers of the Church
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Trusting 1in the transformative power of God’s loving Spirit, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all in need. (Please be seated.)

God our parent, you call us your children and have made us siblings through
your son Jesus. Heal the church’s many divisions, bring understanding and
peace where there has been contention and strife, and unite us in one body
through the love of Christ. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our creator, your hands have made the heights of the mountains, the
depths of the sea, and the life that animates all creation. Bring relief to areas
harmed by wildfires, floods, storms, and human carelessness. Renew the face
of the earth. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our protector, bring peace and understanding to our world where we are
overwhelmed with stories of war between nations, mass shootings, racial and
gender hatred. Turn the tides Lord. Bless all those who are 1in the middle of
these tragic events and use us to dismantle this hatred and evil and replace
these stories with examples of justice, grace, and unity. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our champion, you are our refuge and strength, a very present help in
times of trouble. Draw near to all who suffer. We pray especially for the
people on our Prayer Lists, those named 1n our prayer chain, and those we
name before you now, either silently or aloud. Be their rest and comfort. God
of grace,
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hear our prayer.

God our reformer, you make all things new. Free us from complacency, open
us to unexpected ways, and kindle zeal 1n us for the future. We pray for young
people affirming their baptism. With them, stir in us a desire for your wisdom.
God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our savior, you made yourself known in the lives of all who have died 1n
the hope of your grace. We give thanks for the witness of reformers like Martin
Luther and for all whose example has brought us closer to you. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Gracious God, into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your unending love and amazing grace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

Offering Hymn: W&P 52

Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is un-der-stood.
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warm it with the day.  When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.



Offering Prayer

P
C

Let us pray.

God of grace, we give you thanks for all the blessings you have poured into
our lives. Thank you for the opportunities to share those blessings through
and beyond St. Paul’s. Use the gifts we offer here today and in our planned

giving to bless the world with your hope, your presence, and your love.
Amen

Ways to Give to St. Paul’s

Here are a couple of options you can use to continue tithing to St. Paul’s:

In-Person Worship: Continue to put your envelopes and cash in the plate

Giving by Mail: If you are not able to attend worship in person, please mail your donations
payable to St. Paul’s - 4007 Main Street, Eggertsville, NY 14226

Online: On the St. Paul’s website 1s a link to Online Giving which will allow you to donate
either via PayPal or credit card. Click the Online Giving button and you will be taken to the
site to set up an account, where to direct your donation, and the amount you want to donate.
The website 1s: https://stpaulseggertsville.com/online-giving/

Dialogue and Preface

P  The Lord be with you.

C  And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C  Welift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C  Itis right to give God thanks and praise.

P Itis indeed right and proper that we should at all imes and 1n all places, offer

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and speak their unending hymn:

Sanctus (spoken)

C

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed 1s he who comes in the name of
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.




Words of Institution

P In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave 1t to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this 1s
my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave 1t for all to drink,
saymg: This cup 1s the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord’s Prayer
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

C  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as 1t 1s in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass agaimnst us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 1s the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

Commumnion Hymn: W&P 76

Jesus, Lamb of God
All in All
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Holy Communion at St. Paul’s: celebrated every time we gather, and 1s open to all.

Please approach by the center aisle, recerve the bread and the wine, and return to your seat
via the side aisle. Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available. Simply request it from the
assisting minister holding the wine. Children are welcome! Those who recerve elsewhere may
receive here. Children who do not yet receive may come for a blessing. If you have difficulty
walking, communion will be brought to you at your seat.

Distribution Hymn: LBW 369, Verses 1-4
The Church’s One Foundation
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1 The church’s one foun-da - tion 1s Je - sus Christ, her Lord;
2 E - lect from ev-’ry na - tion, yet one o’er all the earth,
3 Though with a scormn-ful won - der this world sees her op- pressed,
4 Through toil and trib - u - la - tion and tu - mult of her war,
5 Yet she on earth has u - nion with God, the Three in One,
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she waits the con-sum - ma - tion of peace for - ev - er - more;
and mys-tic sweet com - mu - nion with those whose rest 1s  won.
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From heav’n he came and sought her to be his ho - ly bride;
one ho - ly name she bless - es, par - takes one ho - ly food,
yet saints their watch are keep - ing; their cry goes up: “How long?”
till  with the vi- sion glo - rious her long-ing eyes are blest,
Oh, bless - ed heav’n-ly cho - rus! Lord, save us by your grace,
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with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.
and to one hope she press - es with ev-’'ry grace en - dued.
and soon the night of weep - ing shall be the morn of song.
and the great church vic - to - rious shall be the church at rest.
that we, like saints be - fore us, may see you face to face.
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Communion Blessing

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
m his grace.

C Amen.

Prayer After Communion

P Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ
Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to
gather the world to your banquet, where none are left out and all are satishied.
In Jesus’ name we pray.

C Amen.

Benediction

P And now as you go on your way, may the Lord go with you. May he go before
you to show you the way, behind you to encourage you, beside you to be your
friend, above you to watch over you, and within you to give you peace. Go

today celebrating in the name of the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spurit,
and all God’s children said...

C Amen

Closing Hymn: LBW 229 (on the following page)

Sharing the Peace and Sending

P Go n peace to serve the Lord!

C  Thanks be to God.



A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
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The Lord of hosts i1s he! Christ Je - sus, might - y Lord,
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he arms him - self to fight. On earth he has no e - qual
God’s on - ly Son, a- dored. He holds the field vic -to - rious.
God’s judg-ment must pre - vail! One lit - tle word sub - dues him.
they can - not win the day. The king-dom’s ours for - ev -  er!

Text: Martin Luther, 1483—1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: EIN FESTE BURG, Martin Luther
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



ANNOUNCEMENTS
What’s Happening This Week at St. Paul’s: October 29-November 5, 2023

TODAY: 8:50-9:30 am: Adult Forum
9:30 am-1:30 pm: Western New York Church at ALC
10:00 am: Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV
10:00 am: Worship, Communion, Confirmation, and Sunday School at
Eggertsville Campus
1:00 pm: Ray of Hope
Monday:  4:30-5:30 pm: Daily Bread Food Truck Meal Share
Tuesday:  10:00 am: Bible Study
5:00-6:30 pm: Recovery on Mamn Meeting (NA)
Wednesday: 1:00 pm: Pinochle Group at ALC
8:00 pm: AA Meeting
Thursday: 3:00-6:30 pm: Tiger’s Den Food Pantry Open
6:00 pm: Emotional Sobriety 11
7:30 pm: Choir Practice
Saturday:  9:00 am-3:00 pm: Peniel Haittan Church at ALC
5:00 pm: Worship and Communion at ALC followed by Kids Night at Church
Sunday: 8:50-9:30 am: Adult Forum
9:30 am-1:30 pm: Western New York Church at ALC
10:00 am: Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV
10:00 am: Worship, Communion, and Sunday School at Eggertsville Campus
1:00 pm: Ray of Hope

Prayer List: Shut-Ins (* indicates new names or changes added this week)

Robert Baus: 30 Westchester Drive, Willlamswville, NY 14221

Ruth Blank: 2330 Maple Road, Apt. 374, Williamsville, NY 14221

Neal Del.eo: Bristol Village, 8455 Clarence Center Road, #105, Clarence Center, NY 14032
Jan Isaacs: 6 Bush Gardens, Three Rod Road, Alden, NY 14004

Omar Jenson: The Maplewood, 100 Daniel Drive, Webster, NY 14580

Dave Lampe: Ashley Woods, Room 8, 400 YMCA Way, Penfield, NY 14526

Ralph Mast: 150 Bissel Avenue, Buffalo, NY 14211

Dorothy Menth: Elderwood at Wilhamsville, 245 Bassett Rd., #54, Willlamsville, NY 14221
Wilma Nantka: Fredoma Place, 201 Reist Street, #238, Wilhamsville, NY 14221

David Wolf: Solstice, 6363 Transit Road, #244, East Amherst, NY 14051

Ron Wolfe: 324 Village Park Drive, Willlamswville, NY 14221

Prayer List: In our congregational and extended family: Cameron Kissel-haug; Bob Sielski;
Thomas Maier; John and Rosemarie Burgholzer; John Schunak; October is Loss of Pregnancy/
Baby Awareness Month, and we pray especially for those families experiencing such a loss



Bulletin Prayer List : Names will appear in the printed Bulletin for three weeks and then be
moved to the Prayer Teamn list for continuing prayers. In this way, we will be able to continue
praying for each person and provide specific requests for each one. If you are interested in
becoming part of the Prayer Team, please see below.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

In-Person Worship: St. Paul’s has two mn-person worship services: Saturday evening at 5:00 pm
at the Amherst Lutheran Campus, and Sunday morning at 10:00 am at the Eggertsville Campus.
Please be respectful of people around you regarding distancing and their comfort levels. The
Sunday 10:00 am worship service is also livestreamed on St. Paul’s You'Tube page.

Church Unleashed: If you cannot join us for in-person worship, please continue to worship with
us as Church Unleashed on Sunday mormings at 10:00 am on WBBZ, Youlube, or Facebook.

ALC Book Club: Hello Readers, Our next book club meeting will be held on Thursday,
November 9, 7:15 pm at the ALC campus. The book 1s The Parable of the Sower by Octavia
Butler. This will be our last meeting of 2023. 1 sent the article I promised about Octavia Butler
mn a separate e mail. Our next meeting will be Thursday, January 11, 2024. The book will be
The Humans by Matt Haig. At the January meeting we ll replenish the reading box" with new
atles to provoke interesting discussions. In_January and February, stormy weather months, please
be sure to check your email late on the day of the meeting in case of cancellation, or call me if
yvou have any questions (710-089-6305 or karinej@roadrunner.com.) Thanks for your
enthusiastic participation m book club which always enriches, enlightens and broadens my
reading horizons. Karin

Prayer Team Ministry: The Prayer Tearn Ministry 1s up and running. Once a week you will
receive an email with a list of people to pray for and specific requests for that person. We ask
that you commit to praying for the names on the email. If you'd like to join us, please contact
Herdi at: Herdi@stpaulseggertsville.com

Doaily Bread Food Truck: The 2023-2024 Monday Meal Share began on October 16! If you are
mterested mn volunteering or donating, please contact the office at 716-855-0407 or
dailybread4007 @gmatl.

Tigers Den Food Pantry: The Food Pantry is open to anyone in need in zip code 14220 or by
referral. The pantry hours for November are: Thursday 11/2, 11/16, and 11/30 from 3:00 pm-
0:30 pm; and Saturday 11/11 and 11/25 from 9:00 am-12:50 pm. Donations for November:
cereal, Knorr pasta or rice packets, and sugar.



Q Refugee
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Partnership

The Refugee Partnership of WNY 1s in urgent need of household items to help our newest
neighbors set up housekeeping. Items such as linens, towels, cleaning supplies, toiletries, kitchen
supplies and more are collected by the five member agencies and distributed in Welcome Kits
to families to assist in defraying the expense of resettlement. A list of the 1items included mn a
Welcome Kit 1s available at Saint Paul’s website and on the Bulletin Board in the Gathering Ar-
ea. We will be collecting items during the months of October and November to complete as
many Kkits as we are able. Please review the list and as you are shopping in the weeks ahead con-
sider picking up a few items on the list to help welcome those seeking refuge here in Western
New York. I will update the list as items are collected so we know what we have and what 1s still
needed. Thank you in advance for your support of this effort. Please see me 1if you have any

questions. Hilde Neubauer or call the Church Office (716-835-0407)
To see what goes into a Welcome Kit, visit: tinyurl.com/44drtkzr

‘Welcome Kit items collected as of 10/23

3 sets of dishes for 4

6 sets of twin sheets

1 twin blanket

3 shower curtains

1 set shower curtain rings
Broom and dust pan

Clock

Can opener

Tea kettle

Kitchen towel and pot holder
Bathroom rug

Baking tool set

2 bath towels

6 washcloths

Many toothbrushes and toothpaste
Many bars of hand soap

Plastic Wrap, Foll, garbage bags, sponges

Some suggestions for remaining needs

Twin blankets and bedspreads
Queen bedding

shower curtain rings
cookware

lamps

lightbulbs

drinking glasses
silverware/silverware tray
knives

bath towels and washcloths
radio

rice cooker

dish soap

laundry soap

spatula



https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Kl7ZCnIb92SqFEJaFZ-x2MK3piNNF7gOe49flUzPoEBiO3wmA6BIZ6Rt6UHL3bBj3iDGMtcOhEmd8FOunutB0S8JDWB8HrZBTRhnTVXnso7-b4KOPh7r_QSocbC1pbEW3vJfcco4itDCMJA_X8to45qk7M8Qc7xTmsL6bVTg87Mw0TgIhdqbbIctuVPkCSq_8RqOx7F0DyP-kBqUlF43UvdysgCcshCdrGH

+ 8t. Paul’s Mission +
To empower others with the Good News of Jesus Christ.
We do that by: Seeking Connections, Enriching Faith, Nourishing Lives,
and Demonstrating Love i God’s Name.

St Paul’s Congregation Council

President: Kathryn Francis
Vice-President: Robert Simpson
Treasurer: William Niblock
Secretary: Scott Vahue

Bob Brown  Karlen Chase  David Dahlberg — Susan Epstein

Sara Hannon  Gerri Horton — Janet Schimidt  Vanessa Solomon

Pastors
Steve Biegner (710-868-1232 - cell); Email: steve @stpaulseggertsville.com
Kristen Arends: Cell: 710-481-8728; Email: kristen@stpaulseggertsville.com

Directors of Music
Paul H. Storfer (SPEC)
Adam Schnudt (ALC)

Christian Education Coordinator
June Piette

Youth Ministry
Adam Weber

Digital Ministry
Andrew Gruszka

Church Office Staff
Herdi Ginal, Adrienne Leary, and Judy Polowy
FE-mail: office @stpaulseggertsville.com
1Telephone: (716) 835-0407

Website: www.stpaulseggertsville.com




