T hird Saturday
of Advent

December 16, 2023
2:00 pm
St. Paul’s Amherst Lutheran Campus



Welcome to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Ambherst Lutheran Campus
Third Saturday of Advent
December 16, 2023
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Guest Mimster: Mary Wolf

Pre-Service Music: Adam Schmidt

Brief order for Confession and Forgiveness
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Blessed be the holy Triity, + one God, who alone does wonders, who lifts up
the lowly, who fills the hungry with good things.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God.

God for whom we wait, as church together, we confess our sin before you. We
fail in believing that your good news is for us. We falter in our call to tend your
creation. We find our sense of self in material wealth. We fear those different
from ourselves. We forget that we are your children and turn away from your
love. Forgive us and assure us again of your saving grace. Amen.

God’s love 1s unleashed mto this world for all of us. Through the power of the
Holy Spint, your sins are forgiven and through the grace of Jesus, you are set
free from the burdens of fear and shame.

Amen.



Gathering Song: WOV 633
Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn
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1 A - wake! A - wake, and greet the new morn, for
2 To us, to all in sor - row and fear, Em
3 In dark - est night his com - ing shall be, when
4 Re - joice, re - joice, take heart in the night, though
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an - gels her-ald its dawn - ing. Sing out your joy, for
man - u - el comes a - sing - ing, his hum - ble song is
all the world is de - spair-ing, as morn - ing light  so
dark the win-ter and  cheer-less, the ris - ing sun shall
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soon he is born, be - hold! the Child of our long - ing.
qui - et and near, yet fills the earth with its ring - ing;
qui - et and free, so warm and gen - tle and car - Ing.
crown you with light, be strong and lov - ing and fear - less.
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Come as a ba - by weak and poor, to  bring all hearts to
mu - sic to heal the ©bro - ken soul and hymns of lov - ing -
Then shall the mute break forth in song, the lame shall leap in
Love be our song and love our prayer and love our end - less
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geth - er, he o - pens wide the heav’n-1ly door and
kind - ness, the thun - der of his an - thems roll to
won - der, the weak be raised a - bove the strong, and
sto - r1y; may God fill ev - ’ry day we share and
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lives now in - side us for - ev - er
shat - ter all ha - tred and blind - ness.
weap-ons be  bro - ken a - sun - der
bring us at last in - to glo - ry.




Apostolic Greeting

P The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C  And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P Stir up the wills of your faithtul people, Lord God, and open our ears to the
words of your prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your
light; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spint, one God, now and forever.

C Amen

Lighting of the Advent Wreath Hymn: ELW 262, sung twice

Wait for the Lord

F AW I N I
R — g: g < e
J & 5O
Wait for the Lord, whose  day 1S near.
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Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart!
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Text: Taizé Communit;

Music: WAIT FOR THE LORD, Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994

Text and music © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications. Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



1Today’s Reader: David Dahlberg

First Reading: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

Though the people had returned to Jerusalem from exile in Babylon, they
continued to face hardship and oppression. In the language of the jubilee year
described m Leviticus 29, the prophet, moved by the spirit of God, announces
deliverance for those who are oppressed and comfort for those who mourn.

The spirit of the Lord GOD 1s upon me, because the LLORD has anoimnted me;
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year
of the LORD’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who
mourn; to provide for those who mourn 1 Zion— to give them a garland instead of
ashes, the o1l of gladness mstead of mourning, the mantle of praise mstead of a faint
spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LLORD, to display
his glory. They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former
devastations; they shall repair the rumned cities, the devastations of many generations.

For I the LORD love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully
give them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.
Their descendants shall be known among the nations, and their offspring among the
peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge that they are a people whom the LORD
has blessed. I will greatly rejoice i the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my
God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with
the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a
bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth 1ts shoots, and as a
garden causes what 1s sown 1n it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause
righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations.

A This 1s the Word of the Lord
C  Thanks be to God.

Psalm 126 (read responsively)
The LORD has done great things for us. (Ps. 120:53)

A When the LLORD restored the fortunes of Zion, then were we like those who
dream.

C  Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy.
Then they said among the nations, “T’he LORD has done great things for
them.”

A The LORD has done great things for us, and we are glad indeed.



Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like the watercourses of the Negeb.
Those who sowed with tears will reap with songs of joy.

Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, will come again with joy,
shouldering their sheaves.

This 1s the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
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P The Holy Gospel according to John the First Chapter.
C  Glory to you, O Lord.
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Gospel: John 1:6-8, 19-28
John's gospel describes Jesus as the “light of the world.” John the Baptst is
presented as a witness to_Jesus, one who directs attention away from himself to
Christ, the true light.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness
to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the
light, but he came to testify to the light.

This 1s the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites
from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed and did not deny 1t, but
confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” And they asked him, “What then? Are you
EFlyah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” Then
they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What
do you say about yourself?” He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the
wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,” ” as the prophet Isaiah said.

Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, “Why then are
you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Eljjah, nor the prophet?” John
answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not
know, the one who 1s coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his san-
dal.” This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing.

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Sermon Hymn: WOV 649

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
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11 want to walk as a child of the light I  want to
2 1 want to see. .. the bright-ness of God. I  want to
3 I'm look-mmg for... the com-ing of Christ. I  want to
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fol - low Je Sus. God set the stars to give
look  at Je sus. Clear Sun of  righ-teous-ness,
be with Je sus. When we have run. . .. with
n H ] ]
s - i -
(R = 2
J ~—
light to the world. The star of my life s Je - sus.
shine on my path, and show me the way to the Fa - ther.
pa-tience the race, we shall know the joy of Je - sus.
Refrain
n H ] 1
b . . = |
C — .
In him there s no  dark-ness at all. The night and the
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day are  both a - like. The Lamb is the light of the
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cit - y of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Je - sus.

Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934

Music: HOUSTON, Kathleen Thomerson
Text and music © 1970, 1975 Celebration

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




Apostle’s Creed
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Let’s join to proclaim our faith in the Apostles’ Creed:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe 1n Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen

Prayers of the Church
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With hope and expectation, we offer our prayers for the church, the world,
and all who await God’s day of restoration. (Please be seated.)

Fill our mouths with laughter and our tongues with shouts of joy as we bear
witness to the great things you have done. Give your church a spint of gladness
as we gather and as we are sent. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Let the trees of the field sing your praise. Protect forests, orchards, rainforests,
and all wooded areas from disease and deforestation. Keep us grateful for their
gifts of oxygen, food, shade, and shelter. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Bring peace and understanding to our world where we are overwhelmed with
stories of war between nations, mass shootings, racial and gender hatred. Turn
the tides Lord. Bless all those who are i the middle of these tragic events and
use us to dismantle this hatred and evil and replace these stories with
examples of justice, grace, and unity. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Give us strength to pray for our world without ceasing and provoke us toward
love and good deeds for all who are 1n need, especially the people on our
Prayer Lists and Prayer Chain, and those we name before you now, either
silently or aloud. Provide for all without adequate housing, food, employment,
or access to health care. Empower us as helpers and advocates. Merciful God,
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receive our prayer.

Open our hearts to those who serve as truth-tellers in our church and in our
soclety. Bless leaders in church and society in their task of proclamation.
Amplity voices of peacemakers, advocates, and especially those whose voices
are ignored or marginalized. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

With gratitude we rejoice m the saints who witnessed to your life 1n all
circumstances, in whom your Spirit was not quenched, even in death.
Through them, teach us always to hold fast to what 1s good. Merciful God,

Teceive our praye€r.

Listen to these and all our prayers, O God of hosts, and restore us with your

great and everlasting mercy.

Amen.

Offering Hymn: ELW 253

He Came Down
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He came down that we may have love;
He came down that we may have light;
He came down that we may have peace;
He came down that we may have joy;
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came down that we may have love;
came down that we may have light;
came down that we may have peace;
came down that we may have joy;
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he came down that we may have love;
he came down that we may have light;

he came down that we may have peace;

he came down that we may have joy;

Text: Cameroon traditional
Music: HE CAME DOWN, Cameroon traditional

hal-le - lu - jah for-ev-er - more.




Dialogue and Preface
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The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It 1s right to give God thanks and praise.

It 1s indeed right and proper that we should at all tmes and n all places, offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and speak their unending hymn:

Sanctus (spoken)

C  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and mmght, heaven and earth are full of
your glory. Hosanna m the highest. Blessed 1s he who comes 1 the name of
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution

P In the nmight in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave 1t to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this 1s
my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave 1t for all to drink,
saying: This cup 1s the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord’s Prayer

P Gathered mto one by the Holy Spirt, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

C  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen



Commumion Hymn: W&P 36

Emmanuel
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his name is called Em-man -u - el. —

Text and music: Bob McGee
Text and music © 1976 C. A. Music
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Holy Communion at St. Paul’s: celebrated every time we gather, and 1s open to all.

Please approach by the center aisle, recerve the bread and the wine, and return to
yvour seat via the side aisle. Gluten-free walers and grape juice are available. Sumply
request it from the assisting minister holding the wine. Children are welcome! Those
who recerve elsewhere may receive here. Children who do not yet receive may come
for a blessing. If you have difticulty walking, communion will be brought to you at
your seat.




Distribution Hymn: WOV 730

My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness
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1 My soul pro-claims your great-ness, Lord; [ sing my Sav - ior’s praise!
2 To all who live in ho - ly fear your mer-cy ev - er flows.
3 To Is -ra-el, your ser- vant blest, your help is ev - er sure;
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You lookedup - on my low -1l - ness, and I am full of grace.

With might-y arm you dash the proud, their schem-ing hearts ex - pose.
the  prom-ise to our par-ents made their chil - dren will se - cure.
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Now ev-ry land and ev - ry age this bless-ing shall pro - claim—
The ruth-less you have cast a-side, the low-ly throned in - stead;
Sing glo-ry to the Ho - ly One, give hon-or to the  Word,
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great won-ders you have done for me, and ho -ly is your name.
the hun - gry filled with all good things,the rich sent off un - fed.
and praise the Pow’r of the Most High, one God, by all a - dored.

Text: With One Voice, 1995, based on the Magnificat
Music: KINGSFOLD, English folk tune
Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Commumon Blessing

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
m his grace.

C Amen.

Prayer After Communion

P Generous God, in bread and cup you have revealed your glory for all people
to see together. Nourished by this meal, send us out to proclaim your good
news of liberation and release, brought to birth 1in Jesus Christ our Savior.

C  Amen.

Benediction

P And now as you go on your way, may the Lord go with you. May he go before
you to show you the way, behind you to encourage you, beside you to be your
friend, above you to watch over you, and within you to give you peace. Go
today celebrating in the name of the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spurit,
and all God’s children said...

C Amen

Closing Hymn: ELW 593 (on the following page)

Sharing the Peace and Sending
P Go in peace to serve the Lord!

C  Thanks be to God.



Drawn to the Light
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1 Peo - ple who walk in dark-ness have sought a light in the
2 How can we tell a heav-en from hell if ev-'ry-one
3 Where 1s the sun? Oh, there will be none! The Lamb 1s the
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heart of the dark - est mnight. Just when we thought all would be
dwells in  the dark of night? Morn-ing dis - pels, gent -ly com-
one who is shin -ing bright, bids us to come! Life has be -
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lostt, we were  drawn to the light of God.
pels, and we’re drawn to the light of God.
gun when we're drawn to the light of God.
9 Refrain
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sight to be drawn to the light of  God.

Text: John C. Ylvisaker, b. 1937

Music: LA CROSSE, John C. Ylvisaker

Text and music © 1990 John C. Ylvisaker.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




ANNOUNCEMENTS

‘What's Happening This Week at St. Paul’s: December 17-24, 2023

TODAY: 9:30 am-1:30 pm: Western New York Church at ALC
10:00 am: Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV
10:00 am: Worship, Communion, and Children’s Christmas Pageant
1:00 pm: Ray of Hope
Monday:  4:30-5:30 pm: Daily Bread Food Truck Meal Share
Tuesday:  10:00 am: Bible Study
5:00-6:30 pm: Recovery on Main Meeting (NA)
6:00 pm: Burrito Project
Wednesday: 8:00 pm: AA Meeting
Thursday: 3:00-6:30 pm: Tiger’s Den Food Pantry Open
6:00 pm: Emotional Sobriety 11
Saturday:  9:00 am-12:30 pm: Tiger’s Den Food Pantry Open
9:00 am-3:00 pm: Peniel Haiian Church at ALC
5:00 pm: Christrmas Eve Eve Worship and Communion at ALC
Sunday: 9:30 am-1:30 pm: Western New York Church at ALC
10:00 am: Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV
10:00 am: Chrstimas Eve Morning Worship and Communmion at SPEC
1:00 pm: Ray of Hope
7:00 pm: Christmas Eve Evening Worship and Communion at SPEC

Prayer List: Shut-Ins (* indicates new names or changes added this week)

Ruth Blank: 2330 Maple Road, Apt. 374, Williamsville, NY 14221

Neal Del.eo: Bristol Village, 8455 Clarence Center Road, #105, Clarence Center, NY 14032
Marilyn Emerson: 33 Northfield Drive, Snyder, NY 14226

Jan Isaacs: 6 Bush Gardens, Three Rod Road, Alden, NY 14004

Omar Jenson: The Maplewood, 100 Daniel Drive, Webster, NY 14580

Dave Lampe: Ashley Woods, Room 8, 400 YMCA Way, Penfield, NY 14526

Elaine Masman: Doseberg Campus, Room 120, 2700 North Forest Rd., Getzville, NY 14068
Ralph Mast: 150 Bissel Avenue, Buffalo, NY 14211

Dorothy Menth: Elderwood at Basset Park, 245 Bassett Rd., #54, Willhlamswille, NY 14221
Wilma Nantka: Fredoma Place, 201 Reist Street, #238, Wilhamsville, NY 14221

David Wolf: Solstice, 6363 Transit Road, #244, East Amherst, NY 14051

Ron Wolfe: 324 Village Park Drive, Willlamswville, NY 14221



Prayer List: In our congregational and extended family: 1.orry Goldhawk (Tiger’s Den
volunteer); Jennifer Hoehn (Sandy Hoehn’s daughter); Stephen Hehr (Jan Isaacs’ friend);
Thomas Maier

Bulletin Prayer List : Names will appear in the printed Bulletin for three weeks and then be
moved to the Prayer Team list for continuing prayers. In this way, we will be able to continue
praying for each person and provide specific requests for each one. If you are interested in
becoming part of the Prayer Tearn, please see below.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

In-Person Worship: St. Paul’s has two i-person worship services: Saturday evening at 5:00 pm
at the Amherst Lutheran Campus, and Sunday morning at 10:00 am at the Fggertsville Campus.
Please be respecttul of people around you regarding distancing and therr comfort levels. The
Sunday 10:00 am worship service is also livestreamed on St. Paul’s You'l ube page.

Church Unleashed: If vou cannot join us for in-person worship, please continue to worship with
us as Church Unleashed on Sunday mormnings at 10:00 am on WBBZ, You'lube, or Facebook.

ALC Book Club: Our next meeting will be Thursday, January 11, 2024. The book will be The
Humans by Matt Haig. At the January meeting we'll replenish the reading box" with new titles to
provoke interesting discussions. In_January and February, stormy weather months, please be sure
to check your emaril late on the day of the meeting in case of cancellation, or call me if you have
any questions (710-6089-030. or karinej@roadrunner.com.) Thanks for your enthusiastic
participation in book club which always enriches, enlightens and broadens my reading horizons.
Karin

Prayer Team Ministry: The Prayer Tearn Ministry 1s up and running. Once a week you will
receive an email with a list of people to pray for and specific requests for that person. We ask
that you commit to praying for the names on the email. If you'd like to join us, please contact
Herdi at: Herdi@stpaulseggertsville.com

Doaily Bread Food Truck: The 2023-2024 Monday Meal Share i1s underway. If you are interested
m volunteering or donating, contact the oftice at 710-83-0407 or dailybread4007 @gmail.com

Tigers Den Food Pantry: The Food Pantry 1s open to anyone in need i zip code 14220 or by
referral. The remaining pantry hours for December are: Thursday, 12/21 from 3:00 pm-0:30
pmy; and Saturday 12/23 from 9:00 am-12:50 pm. Donations for December: pasta, granola bars,
cooking olil.



Children’s
Christmas Pageant

Sunday
December 17, 2023
10:00 a.m.

christmas'eve
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Saturday, December 23: 5:00 pm: Christmas Eve Eve Worship and Communion Service at
Ambherst Lutheran Campus

Sunday, December 24: 10:00 am: Christmas Eve Mornimg Worship and Communion Service at
Fggertsville Campus

7:00 pm: Christinas Eve Evening Worship and Communion Service at
Fggertsville Campus
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Saturday, December 30: 5:00 pm: Family Blessing Service, Worship, and Communion at
Ambherst Lutheran Campus

Sunday, December 31: 10:00 am: Family Blessing Service, Worship, and Communion at
Fggertsville Campus

BlE

CHRISTMAS

Thursday, Dec. 21 at 7:00 pm

Parkside Lutheran, Buffalo and
Zion Lutheran, Clarence Center




+ St. Paul’s Mission +
10 empower others with the Good News of Jesus Christ.
We do that by: Seeking Connections, Enriching Faith, Nourishing Lives,
and Demonstrating Love i God’s Name.

St. Paul’s Congregation Council

President: Kathryn Francis
Vice-President: Robert Simpson
Treasurer: William Niblock
Secretary: Scott Vahue

Bob Brown  Karlen Chase  David Dahlberg — Susan Epstein

Sara Hannon  Gerri Horton — Janet Schimidt  Vanessa Solomon

Pastors
Steve Biegner (710-868-1232 - cell); Email: steve @stpaulseggertsville.com
Kristen Arends: Cell: 710-481-8728; Email: kristen@stpaulseggertsville.com

Directors of Music
Paul H. Storfer (SPEC)
Adam Schnudt (ALC)

Christian Education Coordinator
June Piette

Youth Ministry
Adam Weber
Digital Ministry
Andrew Gruszka

Church Office Staff
Herdi Ginal, Adrienne Leary, and Judy Polowy
FE-mail: office @stpaulseggertsville.com
1Telephone: (716) 835-0407

Website: www.stpaulseggertsville.com




