Family Blessing Weekend

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Ambherst Lutheran Campus, 12/30 at 9:00 pm
Fggertsville Campus, 12/31 at 10:00 am



Welcome to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
First Sunday of Christimas
Family Blessing Weekend

December 30 and 31, 2023

Musician: Paul Storfer

Brief order for Confession and Forgiveness
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Blessed be the holy Triity, *+ one God, the Word made flesh, our life and

our salvation.
Amen.

Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior, let us confess
our sin.

God of life,

you promise good news of great joy for all people, and call us to be messengers
of your peace. We confess that too often we hoard our joy, our resources, and
our security. We nurture conflict and build barriers. We neglect the needs of
our neighbors and ignore the groaning of creation. Have mercy on us. Where
we are self-centered, open our hearts. Where we are reluctant, give us courage.
Where we are cynical, restore our trust. Renew us with your grace and give us
again the hope of eternal life in you. Amen.

Hear the good news: We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises

through the outpouring of the Holy Spint. In = Jesus we are forgiven and
redeemed. Sing with joy, for all the ends of the earth shall know the salvation
of God.

Amen.



Opening Hymn: LBW 60

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
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I Hark! The her - ald an- gels sing, “Glo -1y to the new - born king;

2 Christ, by high - est heav’n a - dored, Christ, the ev - er-last - ing Lord,
the Sun of righ - teous - ness!

3 Hail the heav’'n-born Prince of peace! Hail
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peace on earth, and mer-cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled.”
late in time be-hold him come, off - spring of a vir- gin’s womb.
Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with heal - ing in his wings.
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Joy - ful, all you na-tions, rise; join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veiled in flesh the God-head see! Hail, in-car-nate de - 1 - ty!

Mild he lays his glo - ry by, born that we no more may die,
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with an - gel - ic hosts pro-claim, *“Christis born in Beth - le - hem!”
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Je - sus, our Em-man-u - el!
born  to raise each child of earth, born to give us sec-ond birth.
Refrain
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ty to the new-born king!”

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847; arr. William H. Cummings, 1831-1915




Apostolic Greeting

P The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C  And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet
more wonderfully restored 1it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the
one who came to share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C  Amen.

First Reading: Isaiah 61:10—62:3

1o the people who returned to Jerusalem after the exile, the prophet proclaims that
God'’s salvation will fully come to pass. Jerusalem will become a shining light to the
nations and righteousness and praise will spring up as surely as the earth puts forth
vegetation.

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he
has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of
righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns
herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden
causes what 1s sown 1n 1t to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and
praise to spring up before all the nations.

For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest,
until her vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch.
The nations shall see your vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you shall be
called by a new name that the mouth of the LORD will give. You shall be a crown of
beauty 1n the hand of the LLORD, and a royal diadem 1n the hand of your God.

Psalm 148 (read responsively)
The splendor of the LORD 1s over earth and heaven. (Ps. 148:13)

Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise God in the heights.
Praise the LLORD, all you angels; sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.
Praise the LORD, sun and moon; sing praise, all you shining stars.

Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens, and you waters above the heavens.

Qp Q>



Let them praise the name of the LORD, who commanded, and they were
created,

who made them stand fast forever and ever, giving them a law that shall not
pass away.

Praise the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps;

fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;

mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars;

wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds;

sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the world;
young men and maidens, old and young together.

Let them praise the name of the LORD, whose name only 1s exalted, whose
splendor 1s over earth and heaven.

The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful
servants, the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. Hallelujah!

This 1s the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation
Celtic Alleluia
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Verses may be sung by a leader. Then the alleluia is repeated.



P The Holy Gospel according to Luke the Second Chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Luke 2:22-40

Luke’s narrative continues with stories that emphasize Jesus’ connection to Judaism.
His family 1s devout 1n 1ts observance of the law, and Jesus himself 1s recognized as
one who will bring glory to Israel.

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses,
[Joseph and Mary| brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it
1s written 1n the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to
the Lord”), and they offered a sacrifice according to what 1s stated 1n the law of the
Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” Now there was a man mn
Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking
forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen
the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Stmeon came into the temple; and when
the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the
law, Simeon took him i his arms and praised God, saying,

“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your
word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared i the
presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your
people Israel.” And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being
said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This
child 1s destined for the falling and the rising of many n Israel, and to be a sign that
will be opposed so that the mner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword
will pierce your own soul too.”

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of
Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her
marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but
worshiped there with fasting and prayer might and day. At that moment she came,
and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for
the redemption of Jerusalem. When they had finished everything required by the
law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child
grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Hymn of the Day: LBW 40

What Child Is This
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I What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mar-y’s lap 1s sleep-ing?
2 Why lies he in such mean es-tate  where ox and ass are feed - ing?
3 So bring him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; come, peas-ant, king, to own him.
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Whom an - gels greet with an-thems sweet while shep-herds watch are keep - ing?

Good Chris-tian, fear;

for sin-ners

here

the

si - lent Word is plead-ing.

The King of kings sal - va-tion brings; let lov - ing hearts en-throne him.
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This, this 1s  Christ the king, whom shep-herds guard and an- gels sing;

Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borne for me, for you;
Raise,raise the song on high, the vir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
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haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
joy, joy, for Christ 1s born, the babe, the son of Mar - y!

Text: William C. Dix, 1837—1898
Musgic: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16th cent.




Apostle’s Creed
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Let’s join to proclaim our faith in the Apostles’ Creed:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe 1n Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended mto hell. On the third day he rose agam. He
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the commumnion of
samts, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the hfe
everlasting. Amen

Prayer’s of the Church
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Trusting in God’s good news of great joy for all people, we offer our prayers
for ourselves, our neighbors, and the world God loves. (Please be seated.)

You nspire faith in our hearts and call us to rejoice with our whole selves at

the salvation you bring. Make our churches places of belonging for all people
in the fullness of their being. Raise up the gifts and the witness of people who
are neurodivergent, iving with disability, or bearing invisible illness. Hear us,

O God.
Your mercy is great.

Your praise 1s sung throughout creation mn all imes and seasons. As the new
year turns, ground us m your changeless and sustaining love. Keep us attentive
to the rhythms of the cosmos and mspire us to live in harmony with all the

earth. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Give hope and stamina to leaders who work tirelessly for the sake of the most
vulnerable. We pray especially for organizations working on behalf of
children to provide basic needs, to protect from abuse and neglect, to address
trauma, and to rescue from trathicking. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



A Sustain all people who, like Simeon and Anna, have been waiting for salvation
and wholeness. We pray especially for anyone living with cancer or chronic
illness, all people who are 1 physical rehabilitation or addiction recovery, and
those experiencing complications from long COVID. We pray especially for
the people on our Prayer Lists and Prayer Chain, and those we name before
you now, either silently or aloud. Hear us, O God.

C  Your mercy is great.

A Let this community of faith be a joyful and welcome place for all ages and
generations. Teach us to honor the wisdom of children, the inquisitiveness of
youth, the thoughtfulness of adults, and the knowledge of elders. Hear us, O
God.

C  Your mercy 1s great.

A We give thanks for all the beloved who lived with expectation and departed
this Iife 1n peace. Sustain us 1 joy until we join them around your throne.
Hear us, O God.

C  Your mercy 1s great.

A Abide with us, O God of mercy, and receive our prayers according to your
abundant grace.

C  Amen.

Offering Music and Prayer

Ways to Give to St. Paul’s
Options you can use to continue tithing to St. Paul’s:
In-Person Worship: Continue to put your envelopes and cash in the plate

Giving by Mail: If you are not able to attend worship in person, please mail your
donations payable to St. Paul’s - 4007 Main Street, Eggertsville, NY 14226

Online: On the St. Paul’s website 1s a link to Online Giving which will allow you
to donate either via PayPal or credit card. Click the Online Giving button and
you will be taken to the site to set up an account, where to direct your donation,
and the amount you want to donate.

The website 1s: https://stpaulseggertsville.com/online-giving/




P Let us pray.

C  God of grace, we give you thanks for all the blessings you have poured into
our lives. Thank you for the opportunities to share those blessings through
and beyond St. Paul’s. Use the gifts we offer here today and in our planned
giving to bless the world with your hope, your presence, and your love. Amen

Dialogue and Preface

P  The Lord be with you.

C  And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C  We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C  Itis night to give God thanks and praise.

P Itis indeed night and proper that we should at all imes and 1n all places, offer

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and speak their unending hymn:

Sanctus (spoken)

C  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution

P In the might in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and

gave thanks; broke it, and gave 1t to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this 1s
my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave 1t for all to drink,

saying: This cup 1s the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.



Lord’s Prayer
P Gathered mnto one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

C  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

Family Blessing and Communion: You are mvited to come to the baptismal font and
communion. Come with your family, members of your St. Paul’s family, or just on
your own with your family i your heart, and gather around the font to receive God'’s
Dlessing i the beginning of this New Year. Alfter the blessing, you may proceed to
communion to receive God’s grace m the bread and wine. All are welcome to come
forward and take part i one or both parts of the blessing. If you have difficulty
walking, communion will be brought to you at your seat.

Communion Hymns (on the following page) The Congregation is encouraged to
Jjoin in smging

Commumon Blessing

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
m his grace.

C Amen.

Prayer After Communion

P God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered. Jomn our
hearts with the song of the angels, and gather us at your table of celebration.
Strengthen us to share with all the world the abundance of your grace upon
grace, poured out 1n Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh.

C Amen.



Communion Hymn: LBW 56

The First Noel
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1 The first No - el the an - gel did say was to
2 They look - ed up and  saw . . a star shin - ing
3 And by the light of that same star three . .
4  This star drew  near to the north - west, o’er
5 Then en - tered n those wise . men three, full
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they lay, keep - ing their sheep, on a cold win-ter’s
earth it gave . . . great light, and . . so it con -
king was their . .. 1n -  tent, and to  fol - low the
did both stop and stay right . . o - ver the
there in his . pres - ence their . . gold,. . . . and
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night that  was so deep.
tin-ued both day and night.
star wher - ev - er it went. No - el No - el No -
place where Je - sus lay.
myrrh, and  frank - in - cense.
- |
+Fr i ¢ s
~ ! !
el, No - el! Born is the King of Is - ra - el

Text: Enclich traditional




Communion Hymn: WOV 646

We Three Kings of Orient Are
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1 We three kings of O -1 - ent are; bear - ing
2 Born a king on Beth - le - hem’s  plain, gold I
3 Frank - in - cense to of - fer have I; in - cense
4 Myrrh 1s mine; its bit - ter per - fume breathes a
5 Glo - rious now be - hold him a - rise, King and
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gifts  we tra - verse a - far, field and foun - tain,
bring to  crown him a - gain; king for - ev - cer,
owns a de - 1 - ty nigh; prayer and prais - ing,
life of gath - er - ing gloom; sor - rowing, sigh - ing,
God and Sac - rn - fice; heav’n sings al - le -
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moor and moun - tain, fol - low -ing  yon - der star.
ceas - ing nev - er, O - ver us all to  reign.
glad - ly rais - ing, wor-ship-ing God Most High.
bleed - ing, dy - ing, sealed in the stone - cold tomb.
lu - ia: al - le - lu-1a the earth re - plies.
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Oh, star of won-der, star of night, star with roy-al beau-ty bright;
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west-ward lead-ing, still pro - ceed-ing, guide us to thy per-fect light!

Text: John Henry Hopkins Jr., 1820-1891, alt.
Music: THREE KINGS OF ORIENT, John Henry Hopkins Jr., 1820-1891



Benediction

P And now as you go on your way, may the Lord go with you. May he go before
you to show you the way, behind you to encourage you, beside you to be your
friend, above you to watch over you, and within you to give you peace. Go
today celebrating in the name of the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit,
and all God’s children said...

C Amen

Closing Hymn: LBW 50 (on the following page)

Sharing the Peace and Sending

P Chnstis born! God 1s here! Go 1n peace to serve the Lord!
C  Thanks be to God.




Angels, from the Realms of Glory
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1 An - gels, from the realms of glo-ry, wing your flight o’er all the earth;
2 Shep-herds,in the fields a - bid-ing, watch-ing o’er your flocks by night,
3 Sa - ges,leave your con - tem-pla-tions,bright-er  vi - sions beam a - far;
4 All cre - a - tion, join in prais-ing God, the Fa - ther, Spir - it, Son,
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once you sang cre - a - tion’s sto - ry, now pro - claim Mes - si - ah’s birth:
God with us is now re - sid-ing, yon-der shines the in - fant light.
seek the great de - sire of na-tions, you have seen his na - tal star.
ev - er-more your voic - es rais-ing to thee-ter - nal Three in One.
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Come and wor-ship, come and wor-ship, wor-ship Christ, the new-born king.
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Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt., sts. 1-3; Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, st. 4
Music: REGENT SQUARE, Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879




ANNOUNCEMENTS
What's Happening This Week at St. Paul’s: December 31, 2023—January 7, 2024
(ALC = Ambherst Lutheran Campus; SPEC = Fggertsville Campus)

TODAY: Family Blessing Weekend
9:30 am-1:30 pm: Western New York Church at ALC
10:00 am: Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV
10:00 am: Worship, Communion and Family Blessing at SPEC
1:00 pm: Ray of Hope
Monday:  New Year’s Day
Tuesday:  10:00 am: No Bible Study Today
5:00-6:30 pm: Recovery on Main Meeting (NA)
Wednesday: 1:00 pm: Pinochle Group at SPEC
8:00 pm: AA Meeting
Thursday: 3:00-6:30 pm: Tiger’s Den Food Pantry Open
6:00 pm: Emotional Sobriety 11
7:00 pm: Choir Practice
Saturday:  9:00 am-3:00 pm: Peniel Haittan Church at ALC
5:00 pm: Worship and Communion at ALC, followed by Family Fun Night
Sunday: 9:30 am-1:30 pm: Western New York Church at ALC
10:00 am: Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV
10:00 am: Worship, Communion, and Sunday School
11:30-1:00 pm: Confirmation Class at St. Paul’s
1:00 pm: Ray of Hope

Altar Flowers: Are given for the glory of God.

Prayer List: Shut-Ins (* indicates new names or changes added this week)

Ruth Blank: 2330 Maple Road, Apt. 374, Willhlamsville, NY 14221

Neal DelLeo: Bristol Village, 8455 Clarence Center Road, #105, Clarence Center, NY 14032
Marilyn Emerson: 33 Northfield Drive, Snyder, NY 14226

Jan Isaacs: 6 Bush Gardens, Three Rod Road, Alden, NY 14004

Omar Jenson: The Maplewood, 100 Daniel Drive, Webster, NY 14580

Dave Lampe: Ashley Woods, Room 8, 400 YMCA Way, Penfield, NY 14526

Elamne Masman: Doseberg Campus, Room 120, 2700 North Forest Rd., Getzville, NY 14068
Ralph Mast: 150 Bissel Avenue, Buffalo, NY 14211

Dorothy Menth: Elderwood at Basset Park, 245 Bassett Rd., #54, Williamswille, NY 14221
Wilma Nantka: Fredoma Place, 201 Reist Street, #238, Wilhamsville, NY 14221

David Wollf: Solstice, 6363 Transit Road, #244, East Amherst, NY 14051

Ron Wolfe: 324 Village Park Drive, Wilhamswville, NY 14221



ALC Reader: 12/30: Bob Rembold

Deacons: 12/31: Barbara Walter
Ushers: 12/31: Richard Riddoch & Todd Vahue; 1/7: Mike & Michele Degen

Prayer List: In our congregational and extended family: Neal Okonzak; Thomas Maier

Bulletin Prayer List : Names will appear in the printed Bulletin for three weeks and then be
moved to the Prayer Team list for continuing prayers. In this way, we will be able to continue
praying for each person and provide specific requests for each one. If you are interested in
becoming part of the Prayer Tearn, please see below.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

In-Person Worship: St. Paul’s has two m-person worship services: Saturday evening at 5:00 pm
at the Ambherst Lutheran Campus, and Sunday morning at 10:00 ain at the Fggertsville Campus.
Please be respectful of people around you regarding distancing and their comfort levels. The
Sunday 10:00 am worship service 1s also livestreamed on St. Paul’s You'lube page.

Church Unleashed: If you cannot join us for in-person worship, please continue to worship with
us as Church Unleashed on Sunday mormings at 10:00 am on WBBZ, Youlube, or Facebook.

ALC Book Club: Our next meeting will be Thursday, January 11, 2024. The book will be The
Humans by Matt Haig. At the January meeting we'll replenish the 'reading box" with new titles to
provoke interesting discussions. In_January and February, stormy weather months, please be sure
to check your emaril late on the day of the meeting in case of cancellation, or call me if you have
any questions (710-689-0305 or karinej@roadrunner.com.) Thanks for your enthusiastic
participation in book club which always enriches, enlightens and broadens my reading horizons.
Karin

Prayer Team Mimistry: The Prayer Team Ministry is up and running. Once a week you will
recerve an email with a list of people to pray for and specific requests for that person. We ask
that you commit to praying for the names on the email. If vou'd like to join us, please contact
Heidr at: Heid1@stpaulseggertsville.com

Daily Bread Food Truck: The 2023-2024 Monday Meal Share 1s underway. If you are interested
n volunteering or donating, contact the office at 710-835-0407 or dailybread4007 @gmail.com

Tigers Den Food Pantry: The Food Pantry is open to anyone i need i zip code 14226 or by
referral. The pantry hours for January are: Thursdays 1/4 and 1/18 from 3:00 pm-0:30 pm; and
Saturdays 1/13 and 1/27 from 9:00 am-12:30 pm. Donations for January: spaghetti sauce,
canned peaches, and canned pineapple.



3RD “ANNUAL” SNOWBALL GOLF CLASSIC
"CHIPPING AWAY AT HUNGER"

WNY's first winter JOHNSON
charity golf scramble! %ﬁmﬁ%{ﬁ

THE DOME
8230 WEHRLE DR - WILLIAMSVILLE - 14221
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4 2024
2PM SHOTGUN START
PEBBLE BEACH GOLF COURSE
DETAILS: FB OR DAILYBREADFOODTRUCK.COM

$380/FOURSOME MEAL BY TWO NINES

TWO NINES




+ St. Paul’s Mission +
10 empower others with the Good News of Jesus Christ.
We do that by: Seeking Connections, Enriching Faith, Nourishing Lives,
and Demonstrating Love i God’s Name.

St. Paul’s Congregation Council

President: Kathryn Francis
Vice-President: Robert Simpson
Treasurer: William Niblock
Secretary: Scott Vahue
Bob Brown  Karlen Chase  David Dahlberg — Susan Epstein

Sara Hannon  Gerri Horton — Janet Schimidt  Vanessa Solomon

Pastors
Steve Biegner (710-808-1232 - cell); Email: steve @stpaulseggertsville.com
Kristen Arends: Cell: 710-481-8728; Email: kristen@stpaulseggertsville.com

Directors of Music
Paul H. Storfer (SPEC)
Adam Schnudt (ALC)

Chrstian Education Coordinator
June Piette

Youth Ministry
Adam Weber
Digital Ministry
Andrew Gruszka

Church Office Staff
Herdi Ginal, Adrienne Leary, and Judy Polowy
FE-mail: office@stpaulseggertsville.com
1Telephone: (716) 835-0407

Website: www.stpaulseggertsville.com




