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Musician: Paul Storfer 

 

Brief order for Confession and Forgiveness 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, creator of darkness and light, word of 

 truth, wind sweeping over the waters. 

C Amen. 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 God, our rock and refuge, 

C we pour out our hearts before you. We have known you but have not always 

 loved you. We have wounded one another and sinned against you. We have 

 not always recognized the Holy Spirit dwelling in each of us. Remember your 

 covenant. Renew your creation. Restore us, that we might proclaim your good 

 news to all. Amen. 

P The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. God has spoken: The time of grace 

 is now. In Jesus, the reign of God has come near. Because of the love of  

 ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. You are God’s beloved. 

C Amen. 

 

 



Opening Hymn: LBW 189 

Apostolic Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

 the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 



Prayer of the Day                                                                                                  

P O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a 

 star. Lead us now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at 

 last to the full vision of your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen 

 

Children’s Time 

 

First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6 

Jerusalem is assured that nations will make a pilgrimage to her because the light of 

God’s presence is in her midst. The bountiful food of the sea and the profits of     

international trade will come streaming to Jerusalem and thereby declare God’s 

praise. 

 Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen    

upon you. For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but  

 

Kyrie 



the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. Nations shall come 

to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

 Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; 

your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their 

nurses’ arms. Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 

because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations 

shall come to you. A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of    

Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and 

frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 

A This is the Word of the Lord                                                                             

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 (read responsively) 

All kings shall bow down before him. (Ps. 72:11) 

A Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the king’s son; 

C that he may rule your people righteously and the poor with justice; 

A that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, and the hills, in 

 righteousness. 

C Let him defend the needy among the people, rescue the poor, and crush the 

 oppressor.  

A May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, from one generation to  

 another. 

C Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, like showers that water the 

 earth. 

A In his time may the righteous flourish; and let there be an abundance of peace 

 till the moon shall be no more. 

C May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute, and the kings of Sheba 

 and Seba offer gifts.  

A May all kings bow down before him, and all the nations do him service. 

C For the king delivers the poor who cry out in distress, the oppressed, and those 

 who have no helper. 

A He has compassion on the lowly and poor, and preserves the lives of the 

 needy. 

C From oppression and violence he redeems their lives, and precious is their 

 blood in his sight.  

A This is the Word of the Lord                                                                             

C Thanks be to God. 



Second Reading: Ephesians 3:1-12 

What had been hidden from previous generations is now made known through the 

gospel ministry of Paul and others. In Christ both Jews and Gentiles participate in 

the richness of God’s promised salvation. 
 

This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you 

Gentiles—for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that 

was given me for you, and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as 

I wrote above in a few words, a reading of which will enable you to perceive my    

understanding of the mystery of Christ. In former generations this mystery was not 

made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and 

prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of 

the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 

 Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that 

was given me by the working of his power. Although I am the very least of all the 

saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless 

riches of Christ, and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden 

for ages in God who created all things; so that through the church the wisdom of 

God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the 

heavenly places. This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried 

out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have access to God in boldness and     

confidence through faith in him. 

A This is the Word of the Lord                                                                             

C Thanks be to God. 

 



P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the Second Chapter.                                                                     

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

                                                                                                                               

Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12 

God’s promise shines bright in the night as magi follow a star to honor a new king. 

Strangers from a faraway land, they welcome the long-awaited messiah of Israel. 
 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise 

men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been 

born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay 

him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem 

with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he     

inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem 

of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: And you, Bethlehem, in the land 

of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come 

a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 

 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact 

time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go 

and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so 

that I may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set 

out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it 

stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had 

stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child 

with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening 

their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And 

having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own  

country by another road. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.                                                                          

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon 

 

 

 

 

 

Hymn of the Day: ELW 301 (on the following page) 



 



 
 

 

Apostle’s Creed 

P Let’s join to proclaim our faith in the Apostles’ Creed: 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.                               

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.    

  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin 

  Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

  buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He  

  ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 

  will come again to judge the living and the dead.     

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of  

  saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

  everlasting. Amen 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

A Trusting in God’s good news of great joy for all people, we offer our prayers 

 for ourselves, our neighbors, and the world God loves. (Please kneel or sit as 

 you are able.) 

 Humble the hearts of your faithful people, that we seek to be servants of your 

 gospel and witnesses to your mysteries. Give us boldness in faith, that we make 

 the good news of Christ’s birth known to all people. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

A Establish justice on earth for all its inhabitants. Lead us to protect fragile  

 ecosystems and endangered species. Empower the work of all who research, 

 engineer, and make accessible alternative and renewable sources of energy. 

 Make us careful stewards of your creation. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

A Nations shall come to your light and kings to your dawning. Remove  

 corruption and fear from the hearts of leaders and authorities. Raise up leaders 

 committed to equity and healing. Grant them discernment and compassion as 

 they lead in love. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

A Defend the cause of all who are in need, all facing poverty, and all who are 

 oppressed. Come quickly to those who feel that their lives and livelihoods are 

 fragile, especially the people on our prayer list and prayer chain, and those we 

 name before you now, either silently or aloud. Give them strength and lead 

 them forth with hope. Hear us, O God. 



 

 

 

 

C Your mercy is great. 

A As the magi offered gifts to the Christ child, empower us to give generously. 

 Prosper the work of ministry partnerships in our community. Together, help 

 us share what we have to ensure that our neighbors have enough food,  

 resources, and opportunities. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

A You have redeemed the lives of your faithful departed. Through the love of 

 Christ, gather us into one body with them, and reveal to us the mystery hidden 

 for ages in the One who created all things. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

A Abide with us, O God of mercy, and receive our prayers according to your 

 abundant grace. 

C Amen. 

 

Offering Music and Prayer 

P Let us pray. 

C God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered. Join our 

 hearts with the song of the angels, and gather us at your table of celebration. 

 Strengthen us to share with all the world the abundance of your grace upon 

 grace, poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. Amen. 

Ways to Give to St. Paul’s 

Options you can use to continue tithing to St. Paul’s: 

• In-Person Worship: Continue to put your envelopes and cash in the plate 

• Giving by Mail: If you are not able to attend worship in person, please mail your 

donations payable to St. Paul’s - 4007 Main Street, Eggertsville, NY  14226 

• Online: On the St. Paul’s website is a link to Online Giving which will allow you 

to donate either via PayPal or credit card. Click the Online Giving button and 

you will be taken to the site to set up an account, where to direct your donation, 

and the amount you want to donate.                                                                 

The website is: https://stpaulseggertsville.com/online-giving/  



Dialogue and Preface 

P The Lord be with you.                                                                                      

C And also with you.                

P  Lift up your hearts.                  

C We lift them to the Lord.   

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.              

C It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

P It is indeed right and proper that we should at all times and in all places, offer 

 thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who 

 on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 

 opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and 

 the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and speak their unending hymn: 

 

Sanctus (spoken) 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 

 your glory.  Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of 

 the Lord. Hosanna in  the highest.   

 

Words of Institution 

P In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

 gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is 

 my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

 saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

 people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:                              

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

 lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the  kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 



 

  

 

 

Holy Communion at St. Paul’s: celebrated every time we gather, and is open to all.                       

Please approach by the center aisle, receive the bread and the wine, and return to 

your seat via the side aisle. Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available. Simply 

request it from the Assisting Minister holding the wine. Children are welcome! Those 

who receive elsewhere may receive here. Children who do not yet receive may come 

for a blessing. If you have difficulty walking, communion will be brought to you at 

your seat.  

 

Communion Blessing 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you                     

 in his grace. 

C Amen. 

 

Prayer After Communion 

P God our redeemer, you have fed us at this table with gifts of grace, truth, and 

 life. As you have gathered us in joy, send us forth as messengers of your peace. 

 Make us shine with the good news of your glory, born to us in Jesus Christ, our 

 Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Benediction 

P And now as you go on your way, may the Lord go with you. May he go before 

 you to show you the way, behind you to encourage you, beside you to be your 

 friend, above you to watch over you, and within you to give you peace. Go 

 today celebrating in the name of the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

 and all God’s children said…  

C Amen 

 

Closing Hymn: WOV 693 (on the following page) 

 

Sharing the Peace and Sending                                                                                          

P Go in peace to serve the Lord!                                                                           

C Thanks be to God.  





 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

What’s Happening This Week at St. Paul’s: January 7-14, 2024 

 

TODAY: 9:30 am-1:30 pm: Western New York Church at ALC    

  10:00 am: Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV    

  10:00 am: Worship, Communion, and Sunday School    

  11:30 am-1:00 pm: Confirmation Class at St. Paul’s     

  1:00 pm: Ray of Hope                                                                                                                             
Monday: 4:30-5:30 pm: Daily Bread Food Truck Meal Share        

  5:30-7:30 pm: Amherst Family Support Center Meeting                                                                   

Tuesday:  10:00 am: Bible Study             

  1:30-3:30 pm: Grief Support Meetings Begin      

  5:00-6:30 pm: Recovery on Main Meeting (NA)      

  7:00 pm: Church Council Meeting                                

Wednesday: 10:00 am: Comforters Meeting        

  6:30-8:00 pm: Ray of Hope Prayer Group      

  8:00 pm: AA Meeting                                                                                            

Thursday: 6:00 pm: Emotional Sobriety II          

  7:15 pm: Book Club at ALC                          

Friday:  4:00-10:00 pm: Private Party in Parish Hall      

  7:00-9:00 pm: Lutheran Youth Gathering            

Saturday: 9:00 am-12:30 pm: Tiger’s Den Food Pantry Open     

  9:00 am-3:00 pm: Peniel Haitian Church at ALC     

  5:00 pm: Worship and Communion at ALC                                                                              

Sunday: 8:50-9:30 am: Adult Forum Returns       

  9:30 am-1:30 pm: Western New York Church at ALC    

  10:00 am: Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV    

  10:00 am: Worship, Communion, and Sunday School     

  11:00 am: Snowball Classic Planning Meeting      

  1:00 pm: Ray of Hope  

                                                                                                                                                    

Altar Flowers:  Are given in honor of John Schunak’s 75th birthday from his wife Linda.   

 

Deacons:  1/7: Sara Gallagher; 1/14: John Schunak                                                                                      

Ushers: 1/7: Mike & Michele Degen; 1/14: Bob Brown & Jeff Mols 

 

 Prayer List: Shut-Ins (* indicates new names or changes added this week)                                                                                                                               
Ruth Blank: 2330 Maple Road, Apt. 374, Williamsville, NY 14221                                              

Neal DeLeo: Bristol Village, 8455 Clarence Center Road, #105, Clarence Center, NY 14032                                      

Marilyn Emerson: 33 Northfield Drive, Snyder, NY 14226                                                          

Jan Isaacs: 6 Bush Gardens, Three Rod Road, Alden, NY 14004                                                                  

Omar Jenson: The Maplewood, 100 Daniel Drive, Webster, NY 14580                                                              



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Dave Lampe: Ashley Woods, Room 8, 400 YMCA Way, Penfield, NY 14526                                                           

Elaine Masman: Doseberg Campus, Room 120, 2700 North Forest Rd., Getzville, NY 14068 

Ralph Mast: 150 Bissel Avenue, Buffalo, NY 14211                                                                                 

Dorothy Menth: Elderwood at Basset Park, 245 Bassett Rd., #54, Williamsville, NY 14221                                

Wilma Nantka: Fredonia Place, 201 Reist Street, #238, Williamsville, NY 14221                                                   

David Wolf: Solstice, 6363 Transit Road, #244, East Amherst, NY 14051                                      

Ron Wolfe: 324 Village Park Drive, Williamsville, NY 14221                                                

*Jane Woodward: Brothers of Mercy Rehab, 10570 Bergtold Road, Clarence, NY 14031 

 

Prayer List: In our congregational and extended family:  Lorry Goldhawk; Thomas Maier 

Bulletin Prayer List : Names will appear in the printed Bulletin for three weeks and then be 
moved to the Prayer Team list for continuing prayers. In this way, we will be able to continue 
praying for each person and provide specific requests for each one.  If you are interested in    
becoming part of the Prayer Team, please see  below. 

 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

In-Person Worship: St. Paul’s has two in-person worship services: Saturday evening at 5:00 pm 
at the Amherst Lutheran Campus, and Sunday morning at 10:00 am at the Eggertsville Campus. 
Please be respectful of people around you regarding distancing and their comfort levels. The 
Sunday 10:00 am worship service is also livestreamed on St. Paul’s YouTube page. 

Church Unleashed: If you cannot join us for in-person worship, please continue to worship with 
us as Church Unleashed on Sunday mornings at 10:00 am on WBBZ, YouTube, or Facebook.                                   

ALC Book Club:  Our next meeting will be Thursday, January 11, 2024. The book will be The 
Humans by Matt Haig. At the January meeting we'll replenish the "reading box" with new titles to 
provoke interesting discussions. In January and February, stormy weather months, please be sure 
to check your email late on the day of the meeting in case of cancellation, or call me if you have 
any questions (716-689-6365 or karinej@roadrunner.com.) Karin 

Prayer Team Ministry: The Prayer Team Ministry is up and running. Once a week you will    
receive an email with a list of people to pray for and specific requests for that person. We ask 
that you commit to praying for the names on the email. If you’d like to join us, please contact 
Heidi at: Heidi@stpaulseggertsville.com 

Daily Bread Food Truck: The 2023-2024 Monday Meal Share is underway. If you are interested 
in volunteering or donating, contact the office at 716-835-0407 or dailybread4007@gmail.com 

Tigers Den Food Pantry: The Food Pantry is open to anyone in need in zip code 14226 or by 

referral. The remaining pantry hours for January are: Thursday 1/18 from 3:00 pm-6:30 pm; 
and Saturdays 1/13 and 1/27 from 9:00 am-12:30 pm. Donations for January: spaghetti sauce, 
canned peaches, and canned pineapple. 

 



If you are able to donate a basket for the Winter Golf Classic, it would be greatly  
appreciated.  

Suggested ideas are: sports related, wine & beer, gift cards, entertainment etc.   

Please drop off to the church by February 1. Pam Wunderlin will shop for anyone 
if you prefer giving a cash donation. Thank you for your generosity for the Daily 
Bread Food Truck fundraiser. 

GriefShare begins Tues Jan 9
th
 

GriefShare is a national grief recovery support group. There are 13 weekly sessions, and each 

week we will watch a video with experts in the field, and have time for reflection and group 

discussion. Topics include our personal grief journeys, how our grief impacts our relation-

ships with others, loneliness, fear, anger, questions for God, and more. We will also talk 

about hope and resilience and learn practical tips for navigating grief. Join us and others who 

understand what you’re going through.  

You can register via the office or the GriefShare website but it is not required. https://

www.griefshare.org/groups/180632/registrations/new 

https://www.griefshare.org/groups/180632/registrations/new
https://www.griefshare.org/groups/180632/registrations/new


 

 

 

 

+ St. Paul’s Mission +                                                                                                       
To empower others with the Good News of Jesus Christ.                                                         

We do that by: Seeking Connections, Enriching Faith, Nourishing Lives,                                                
and Demonstrating Love in God’s Name. 

 

St. Paul’s Congregation Council                                                                                              

President: Kathryn Francis                                                                                                   
Vice-President: Robert Simpson                                                                                                  

Treasurer: William Niblock                                                                                                   
Secretary: Scott Vahue 

 Bob Brown     Karlen Chase     David Dahlberg     Susan Epstein     

Sara Hannon     Gerri Horton      Janet Schmidt     Vanessa Solomon      

 

Pastors                                                                                                                               
Steve Biegner (716-868-1232 - cell); Email: steve@stpaulseggertsville.com                                                       

Kristen Arends: Cell: 716-481-8728; Email: kristen@stpaulseggertsville.com 

 

Directors of Music                                                                                                                             
Paul H. Storfer (SPEC)                                                                                                       

Adam Schmidt (ALC)   

Christian Education Coordinator                                                                                                      
June Piette                                                                 

Youth Ministry                                                                                                                             
Adam Weber 

Digital Ministry                                                                                                                             
Andrew Gruszka 

 

Church Office Staff                                                                                                                                
Heidi Ginal, Adrienne Leary, and Judy Polowy                                                                            

E-mail: office@stpaulseggertsville.com                                                                                         
Telephone: (716) 835-0407                                                                                                       

Website: www.stpaulseggertsville.com 


