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Musician: Paul Storfer 

 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter 

 and our joy. 

C Amen. 

P Look, here is water! 

C Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

P Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has 

 done for us. We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice 

 thundered over the deep and water became the essence of life. Adam and Eve 

 beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. The ark carried your creation through the flood 

 into a new day. Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea

 into freedom’s land. In a desert pool the Ethiopian official entered your 

 boundless baptismal life. Look, here is water! 

C Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

P At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the 

 Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the 

 floodgates of your reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people. We 

 rejoice with glad hearts, giving all honor and praise to you, through the risen 

 Christ, our source of living water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and  

 forever. 

C Amen. 

P Look, here is water! 

C Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

 

 



 

Opening Hymn: LBW 170 



Apostolic Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

 the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 

 

Prayer of the Day                                                                                                  

P Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as your own, and by the 

 powerful name of Christ you protect us from evil. By your Spirit transform us 

 and your beloved world, that we may find our joy in your Son, Jesus Christ, 

 our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

 God, now and forever. 

C Amen 

 

Children’s Time 

 

First Reading: Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 

In the days between Jesus’ ascension and Pentecost, Peter oversees the process 

whereby one of the members of the community of believers is chosen to be the 

twelfth apostle, in order to fill the vacancy created by Judas’s treachery and death. 
 

In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd                

numbered about one hundred twenty persons) and said, “Friends, the scripture had 

to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who 

became a guide for those who arrested Jesus—for he was numbered among us and 

was allotted his share in this ministry.” So one of the men who have accompanied us 

during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from the 

baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us—one of these must    

become a witness with us to his resurrection.” So they proposed two, Joseph called 

Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. Then they prayed and said, 

“Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these two you have chosen 

to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to 

go to his own place.” And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and 

he was added to the eleven apostles. 

A This is the Word of the Lord                                                                             

C Thanks be to God. 



 

Second Reading: 1 John 5:9-13 

God has borne witness to the gift of eternal life in Jesus Christ. Whoever believes in 

the Son of God believes in the witness of God and has the promise of eternal life. 
 

If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the 

testimony of God that he has testified to his Son. Those who believe in the Son of 

God have the testimony in their hearts. Those who do not believe in God have 

made him a liar by not believing in the testimony that God has given concerning his 

Son. And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 

Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not 

have life.  
 

I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that 

you may know that you have eternal life. 

A This is the Word of the Lord                                                                             

C Thanks be to God. 



P The Holy Gospel according to John the 17th Chapter.                                         

C  Glory to you, O Lord.  

 

Gospel: John 17:6-19 

In this reading the church hears Jesus’ words on the night before his death—his   

prayer for his disciples and for all who would believe in him through their words. 

 [Jesus prayed:] “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me 

from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your 

word. Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; for the words 

that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in 

truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on 

their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom 

you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I 

have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in 

the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you 

have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. While I was with them, I  

protected them in your name that you have given me. I guarded them, and not one 

of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be ful-

filled. But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they 

may have my joy made complete in themselves. I have given them your word, and 

the world has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not 

belong to the world. I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you 

to protect them from the evil one. They do not belong to the world, just as I do not 

belong to the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you have sent 

me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. And for their sakes I sanctify 

myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.                                                                              

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon 

 

 

 

Hymn of the Day: ELW 798 (on the following page) 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Apostle’s Creed 

P With the whole church, let us confess our faith together:                                                

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.                               

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.    

  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin 

  Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

  buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He  

  ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 

  will come again to judge the living and the dead.     

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of  

  saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

  everlasting. Amen 

 

Prayers of the Church 

A Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the 

 church, the world, and all those in need of good news. (Please kneel or sit as 

 you are able.) 

 You sanctify us in your truth; your word is truth. Send your church out into the 

 world to spread your love and joy. Embolden all bishops, pastors, and deacons 

 to be faithful ministers of your word and sacraments. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

A Your creation groans under the strain of pollution. Preserve melting glaciers 

 and dwindling forests. Bolster those who work for climate justice and help us all 

 to be good and faithful stewards of your creation. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

A Your people seek wisdom, understanding, and peace. Guide all those who 

 govern and inspire them to work on behalf of the most vulnerable in our midst. 

 Keep safe first responders, those serving in the military, and those whose duty it 

 is to protect others. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

A Your children need your loving care. Protect them from all harm. Comfort 

 those in any affliction, especially the people on our Prayer Lists and Prayer 

 Chain, and those we name before you now either silently or aloud. Support 

 those who grieve and bring solace to those near death. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 



A Your Spirit lives within us here. Inspire the work of this congregation and unite 

 us as one. Bless all the mothers in our midst, console those for whom this day 

 is difficult, and gather us all under the care of your loving wings. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

A Your saints dwell with you in light. Keep us ever thankful for those who have 

 gone before us in faith. Inspire us by their witness. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

A Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

 trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living 

 Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Offering Music and Prayer 

 

P Let us pray. 

C Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer 

 here and in our planned giving be signs of your abiding love. Form us to be 

 your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, our true vine. Amen.  

 

 

Ways to Give to St. Paul’s 

Options you can use to continue tithing to St. Paul’s: 

• In-Person Worship: Continue to put your envelopes and cash in the plate 

• Giving by Mail: If you are not able to attend worship in person, please mail your 

donations payable to St. Paul’s - 4007 Main Street, Eggertsville, NY  14226 

• Online: On the St. Paul’s website is a link to Online Giving which will allow you 

to donate either via PayPal or credit card. Click the Online Giving button and 

you will be taken to the site to set up an account, where to direct your donation, 

and the amount you want to donate.                                                                 

The website is: https://stpaulseggertsville.com/online-giving/  



 

 

 

Dialogue and Preface 

P The Lord be with you.                                                                                      

C And also with you.                

P  Lift up your hearts.                  

C We lift them to the Lord.   

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.              

C It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

P It is indeed right and proper that we should at all times and in all places, offer 

 thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who 

 on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 

 opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and 

 the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and sing their unending hymn: 



Words of Institution 

P In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

 gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is 

 my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

 saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

 people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:                              

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

 lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the  kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 

 

Holy Communion at St. Paul’s: celebrated every time we gather, and is open to all.                       

Please approach by the center aisle, receive the bread and the wine, and return to 

your seat via the side aisle. Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available. Simply 

request it from the Assisting Minister holding the wine. Children are welcome! 

Those who receive elsewhere may receive here. Children who do not yet receive 

may come for a blessing. If you have difficulty walking, communion will be brought 

to you at your seat.  

 

Communion Blessing 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you                     

 in his grace. 

C Amen. 

 

Prayer After Communion 

P Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with 

 your love. Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and 

 share the abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend. 

C Amen. 

 

 



 

 

Benediction 

P And now as you go on your way, may our Lord Jesus go with you. May he go 

 before you to show you the way, behind you to encourage you, beside you to 

 be your friend, above you to watch over you, and within you to give you peace. 

 Go today celebrating in the name of the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

 and all God’s children said…  

C Amen 

Sharing the Peace and Sending                                                                                          

P Go in peace to serve the Lord!                                                                          

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Closing Hymn: WOV 673  



  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

What’s Happening This Week at St. Paul’s: May 12-19, 2024 

*Unless otherwise noted, all activities will take place at the Eggertsville Campus* 

 

Sunday: 8:50-9:30 am: Adult Forum        

  9:30 am-1:30 pm: Western New York Church at ALC    

  10:00 am: Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV    

  10:00 am: Worship, Communion, and Sunday School     

  1:00 pm: Ray of Hope                     

Monday: 4:30-5:30 pm: Daily Bread Food Truck Meal Share                                                                   

Tuesday:  10:00 am: Bible Study             

  5:00-6:30 pm: Recovery on Main Meeting (NA)                                 

Wednesday: 6:30-8:00 pm: Ray of Hope Prayer Group      

  8:00 pm: AA Meeting                                                                                            

Thursday: 3:00-6:30 pm: Tiger’s Den Food  Pantry Open     

  6:00 pm: Emotional Sobriety II                                 

Saturday: 8:30-9:30 am: Men’s Breakfast        

  9:30 am: Emergency Preparation Meeting      

  9:00 am-3:00 pm: Peniel Haitian Church and Haitian Flag Day at ALC  

  5:00 pm: Worship and Communion at ALC                                                                               

Sunday: 8:50-9:30 am: Adult Forum        

  9:30 am-1:30 pm: Western New York Church at ALC    

  10:00 am: Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV    

  10:00 am: Worship, Communion, and Sunday School                 

  11:00 am: Wheels for Workers Bike Blessing     

  1:00 pm: Ray of Hope     

                                                                                                                                     

Altar Flowers: Are given in memory of Mary Lou Herschlag from the Herschlag family 

 

 

Deacons:  5/12: Nancy Bartels-Holiman; 5/19: John Schunak                                                                                

Ushers:  5/12: Mike & Michele Degen; 5/19: Ben Brown & Jeff Mols 

 

Prayer List: In our congregational and extended family: Henry Vanthoff (Cheryl Shepker’s grand-

son); Martin Burch (Lois O’Brian’s brother); Pastor Tim Madsen; Alisha Barnes; Thomas Maier; 

Brian Maloney 

 

 

 

 



 

Prayer List: Shut-Ins (* indicates new names or changes added this week)                                                                                                                               
*Sharon Arbogast: Heathwood Healthcare, 815 Hopkins Road, #261, Williamsville, NY 14221 

Ruth Blank: 2330 Maple Road, Apt. 374, Williamsville, NY 14221                                              

Kathryn Brown: 57 Evans Street, Williamsville, NY 14221                                                      

Neal DeLeo: Greenfield Manor, #D110, 5958 Broadway, Lancaster, NY 14086                                                      

Douglas Endres: 26 Sovereign Court, Getzville, NY 14068                                                                                                                                                                                                      

John Hornung: Brothers of Mercy, 10570 Bergtold Road, Clarence, NY 14031                                      

Jan Isaacs: 6 Bush Gardens, Three Rod Road, Alden, NY 14004                                                                  

Omar Jenson: The Maplewood, 100 Daniel Drive, Webster, NY 14580                                                              

Dave Lampe: 829 N Hurff Drive, Elmwood, IL 61529                                                               

Elaine Masman: Doseberg Campus, Room 120, 2700 North Forest Rd., Getzville, NY 14068 

Ralph Mast and Edwina Stubbs: 150 Bissel Avenue, Buffalo, NY 14211                                                           

Dorothy Menth: Elderwood at Basset Park, 245 Bassett Rd., #54, Williamsville, NY 14221                                

Marion Niblock: Beechwood Rehab, 2235 Millersport Highway, #542, Getzville, NY 14068             

Wilma Nantka: Fredonia Place, 201 Reist Street, #238, Williamsville, NY 14221                                                   

David Wolf: Solstice, 6363 Transit Road, #244, East Amherst, NY 14051                                      

Ron Wolfe: 324 Village Park Drive, Williamsville, NY 14221   

 

 PREVIOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS 

In-Person Worship: St. Paul’s has two in-person worship services: Saturday evening at 5:00 pm 
at the Amherst Lutheran Campus, and Sunday morning at 10:00 am at the Eggertsville Campus. 

Please be respectful of people around you regarding distancing and their comfort levels. The 
Sunday 10:00 am worship service is also livestreamed on St. Paul’s YouTube page. 

Church Unleashed: If you cannot join us for in-person worship, please continue to worship with 
us as Church Unleashed on Sunday mornings at 10:00 am on WBBZ, YouTube, or Facebook.                                   

Prayer Team Ministry: Once a week you will receive an email with a list of people to pray for 
and specific requests for that person. We ask that you commit to praying for the names on the 
email. If you’d like to join us, please contact Heidi at: Heidi@stpaulseggertsville.com 

Nursery/Nursing Mom’s Room: Located downstairs by the Sunday School room. There is a wall 
TV for streaming the Sunday worship service. Babies 0-24 months are welcome in the nursery 
and must be monitored by their parent.  

 

NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Daily Bread Food Truck: The 2024 Monday Meal Share is underway. If you are interested in 
volunteering or donating, contact the office at 716-835-0407 or dailybread4007@gmail.com.     

Tigers Den Food Pantry: The Food Pantry is open to anyone in need in zip code 14226, is     
associated with Amherst Lutheran Campus of St. Paul’s, or by referral. The pantry hours for 
May are: Thursdays 5/16, and 5/30 from 3:00-6:30 pm, and Saturday 5/25 from 9:00 am-12:30 
pm.  Donations for May: spaghetti sauce, canned fruit, and cereal.  

Amherst Lutheran Campus Book Club:  The ALC Book Club meets the second Thursday of 
each month at 7:15pm. The new meeting will be held on Thursday, June 13. If you have any 
questions or would like additional information, please contact Karin Johnson at 716-689-6365. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Council Update: The annual Church Council Meeting was held on Sunday, May 5. At 
this meeting, the Annual Report was unanimously approved. The following individuals were 
elected to the Council: Tim Johnson, Scott Vahue, and Barbara Walter. David Schunak will act 
as alternate. We want to thank Kathryn Francis and Geraldine Horton for their hard work and 
dedication to St. Paul’s over the past years. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

+ St. Paul’s Mission +                                                                                                       
To empower others with the Good News of Jesus Christ.                                                         

We do that by: Seeking Connections, Enriching Faith, Nourishing Lives,                                                
and Demonstrating Love in God’s Name. 

 

St. Paul’s Congregation Council                                                                                              

President: Robert Simpson                                                                                                    
Vice-President: Tim Johnson                                                                                                     
Treasurer: William Niblock                                                                                                   

Secretary: Scott Vahue                                                                                                       
Bob Brown      David Dahlberg      Susan Epstein                                                                             

Sara Hannon     Janet Schmidt     Vanessa Solomon     Barbara Walter      

 

Pastoral Leaders                                                                                                                               
Steve Biegner (716-868-1232 - cell); Email: steve@stpaulseggertsville.com                                                       

Kristen Arends: (716-481-8728 - cell); Email: kristen@stpaulseggertsville.com 

 

 

Directors of Music: Paul H. Storfer (SPEC) and Adam Schmidt (ALC)                                          
Christian Education Coordinator:  June Piette                                                                                     

Youth Ministry:  Adam Weber                                                                                                     
Digital Ministry:  Andrew Gruszka                                                                                                                             

          Facilities Manager:  Jeff Stein      

 

Church Office Staff                                                                                                                                
Heidi Ginal, Adrienne Leary, and Judy Thomas                                                                          

E-mail: office@stpaulseggertsville.com                                                                                         
Telephone: (716) 835-0407                                                                                                       

Website: www.stpaulseggertsville.com 

 

 St. Paul’s Eggertsville Campus         Amherst Lutheran Campus           
 4007 Main Street           5125 Main Street                            
 Eggertsville, NY 14226          Williamsville, NY 14221 

         Worship Service: Sundays at 10:00 am       Worship Service: Saturdays at 5:00 pm 


