
Eighth Sunday                     

after Pentecost                         

July 14, 2024                                                         
10:00 am                                                                

St. Paul’s Worship and Lunch                                                                                                 
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Musician: Paul Storfer 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who provides, guides, and sustains. 

C Amen. 

P Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 

 God, our provider, 

C help us.  We fall short in many and various ways. We question your 

 commands when they differ from the culture of the world in which we live. 

 We turn to our own understanding rather than trusting in you. We often fail to 

 fully live into your teachings. Turn us again to you.  Reconnect us through 

 your grace. Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the 

 world. Amen. 

P Beloved people of God: Jesus is our daily bread. In him, we are fed and 

 nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. 

 Through Jesus, the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy and always  

 welcomed home. You are forgiven and loved, invited again into an abundant 

 life. In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.                

C Amen. 

 

 



Opening Hymn: ELW 717 

Apostolic Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

 the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day                                                                                                  

P O God, from you come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works. 

 Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our 

 hearts may be set to obey your commandments; and also that we, being  

 defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness, 

 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen 



First Reading: Ephesians 1:3-14 

In Jesus, all of God’s plans and purposes have been made known as heaven and 

earth are united in Christ. Through Jesus, we have been chosen as God’s children 

and have been promised eternal salvation. 
 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 

in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in 

Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in 

love. He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to 

the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely                

bestowed on us in the Beloved. In him we have redemption through his blood, the 

forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace that he lavished on 

us. With all wisdom and insight he has made known to us the mystery of his will, 

according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness 

of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. In 

Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the 

purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, so 

that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his 

glory. In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 

salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy 

Spirit; this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own        

people, to the praise of his glory. 

A This is the Word of the Lord                                                                             

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 139:1-18 

A O LORD, you have searched me and known me. You know when I sit down 

 and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from far away. 

C You search out my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all my 

 ways. 

A Even before a word is on my tongue, O LORD, you know it completely. You 

 hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me. 

C Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot attain it. 

 Where can I go from your spirit? Or where can I flee from your presence? 

A If I ascend to heaven, you are there; if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there. 

C If I take the wings of the morning and settle at the farthest limits of the sea, 

 even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me fast. 

 



A If I say, "Surely the darkness shall cover me, and the light around me become 

 night," even the darkness is not dark to you; the night is as bright as the day, 

  for darkness is as light to you. 

C For it was you who formed my inward parts; you knit me together in my 

 mother's womb. 

A I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your 

 works; that I know very well. 

C My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret,  

 intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 

A Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. In your book were written all the 

 days that were formed for me, when none of them as yet existed. 

C How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of them! 

A I try to count them — they are more than the sand; I come to the end — I am 

 still with you. 

A This is the Word of the Lord                                                                             

C Thanks be to God. 



P The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 19th Chapter                                         

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: Luke 19:1-10 

 He entered Jericho and was passing through it. A man was there named     

Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was rich. He was trying to see who Jesus 

was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was short in stature. So he 

ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see him, because he was going to pass that 

way. When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, "Zacchaeus, hurry 

and come down; for I must stay at your house today." So he hurried down and was 

happy to welcome him. All who saw it began to grumble and said, "He has gone to be 

the guest of one who is a sinner." Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, "Look, 

half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone 

of anything, I will pay back four times as much." Then Jesus said to him, "Today     

salvation has come to this house, because he too is a son of Abraham. For the Son of 

Man came to seek out and to save the lost." 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.                                                                              

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

                                                                                                                                           

Sermon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gathering Day Theme: 

Created to be Brave (Matthew 26:36-46),  

Created to be Authentic (Matthew 5:14-16),  

Created to be Free (Romans 12:2, Galatians 5:1, 13-15), 

Created to be Disruptive (Matthew 21:12-17),  

Created to be Disciples (Matthew 22:36-40).  

 

 



Hymn of the Day: ELW 812             



 

 

 

 

 

SERVICE OF COMMISSIONING 

ELCA YOUTH GATHERING 

 

P Claimed by God, crafted with your own authentic gifts, you are a brave 

 community of disruptive disciples, called to be participants in the 2024 ELCA 

 Youth Gathering.  

 In this, there will be times when you feel energized, and times when you feel 

 exhausted. Times when you enjoy every activity planned, and times you wish 

 you were in charge. Times when the Holy Spirit will show up in joy, and times 

 when the Holy Spirit will show up in challenge.  

 And so, I ask you: Will you use your braveness for the sake of the Gospel as 

 you step into the journey ahead? If so, respond with “we will and we ask God 

 to help us.”  

Y We will and we ask God to help us.  

P Will you use your authenticity to enrich the gathering and the community of 

 New Orleans?  

Y We will and we ask God to help us.  

P  Will you freely participate in the gathering and with the people of New  

 Orleans with the love and compassion of Jesus?  

Y We will and we ask God to help us.  

P Will you seek to disrupt injustice, working together in solidarity for the sake of 

 your neighbors? 

Y We will and we ask God to help us.  



P Will you be respectful, curious, helpful, open and kind? 

Y We will and we ask God to help us.  

 

P And now, I ask the congregation: Will you, led by the Holy Spirit, pray for 

 these youth gathering participants in your daily prayers, asking for God’s 

 guidance, love, safety, and blessing in their endeavors? And upon their return 

 will you receive them and their stories/experiences with love and openness? 

C We will and we ask God to help us. 

 

P Almighty God guide, bless, and keep you. 

C Amen. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Prayers of the Church 

A One in the communion of saints and in the power of the Holy Spirit, we join 

 our voices in prayer.  

 You gather your people into the body of Christ. Where your church is 

 wounded, heal it. Where it is right, strengthen it. Where it is divided, reunite 

 it. In your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

A From before the foundation of the world, you are God. Revive ecosystems 

 destroyed by human greed. Curb our desire to put wealth ahead of the health 

 of all who call this planet home. In your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

A You establish equity and make justice. Within every nation, tribe, and land, 

 cause laws to be written and customs to be observed that protect the most  

 vulnerable. In your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

A On the cross your beloved Son endured pain and death. Bring healing to 

 those in need, hope to any in despair, and comfort to the dying. We pray  

 especially for the people on our Prayer Lists and Prayer Chain, and those we 

 name before you now, either silently or aloud. In your mercy, 



C hear our prayer. 

A You send your Spirit into this community of faith. Empower our ministries 

 that serve and build up local communities. Nurture our partnerships with  

 other community organizations. In your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

A All peoples praise you, O God. We give you thanks and praise for the lives of 

 our loved ones who now rest in you. In the fullness of time gather us with all 

 your saints in light. In your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

A Holy God, holy and merciful: into your outstretched arms we commend  

 ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in the one who is the way, the 

 truth, and the life, Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Offering Music and Prayer 

P Let us pray. 

C Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer 

 here and in our planned giving be signs of your abiding love. Form us to be 

 your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, our true vine. Amen.  

Ways to Give to St. Paul’s 

Options you can use to continue tithing to St. Paul’s: 

• In-Person Worship: Continue to put your envelopes and cash in the plate 

• Giving by Mail: If you are not able to attend worship in person, please mail your 

donations payable to St. Paul’s - 4007 Main Street, Eggertsville, NY  14226 

• Online: On the St. Paul’s website is a link to Online Giving which will allow you 

to donate either via PayPal or credit card. Click the Online Giving button and 

you will be taken to the site to set up an account, where to direct your donation, 

and the amount you want to donate.                                                                 

The website is: https://stpaulseggertsville.com/online-giving/  



Dialogue and Preface 

P The Lord be with you.                                                                                      

C And also with you.                

P  Lift up your hearts.                  

C We lift them to the Lord.   

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.              

C It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

P It is indeed right and proper that we should at all times and in all places, offer 

 thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who 

 on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 

 opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and 

 the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and sing their unending hymn: 



Words of Institution 

P In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

 gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is 

 my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

 saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

 people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:                              

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

 lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the  kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 

 

Holy Communion at St. Paul’s: celebrated every time we gather, and is open to all.                       

Please approach by the center aisle, receive the bread and the wine, and return to 

your seat via the side aisle. Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available. Simply 

request it from the Assisting Minister holding the wine. Children are welcome! 

Those who receive elsewhere may receive here. Children who do not yet receive 

may come for a blessing. If you have difficulty walking, communion will be brought 

to you at your seat.  

 

Communion Blessing 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you                     

 in his grace. 

C Amen. 

 

Prayer After Communion 

P Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever 

 ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the 

 world as you did with your own life. In your name we pray. 

C Amen. 



 

Benediction 

P And now as you go on your way, may our Lord Jesus go with you. May he go 

 before you to show you the way, behind you to encourage you, beside you to 

 be your friend, above you to watch over you, and within you to give you peace. 

 Go today celebrating in the name of the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

 and all God’s children said…  

C Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

Sharing the Peace and Sending                                                                                          

P Go in peace to serve the Lord!                                                                           

C Thanks be to God. 

Closing Hymn: ELW 860  



 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

What’s Happening This Week at St. Paul’s: July 14-21, 2024 

*Unless otherwise noted, all activities will take place at the Eggertsville Campus* 

 

Sunday: 99:30 am-1:30 pm: Western New York Church at ALC    

  10:00 am: Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV    

  10:00 am: Outdoor Worship Service at St. John, 6540 Main Street, Williamsville

  11:00 am-1:00 pm: Spring into Summer Fundraiser to support Noah’s   

               Helping Hand at St. John, 6540 Main Street, Williamsville

  1:00 pm: Ray of Hope                                                                                          
Tuesday:  5:00-6:30 pm: Recovery on Main Meeting (NA)            

  6:00 pm: Burrito Project                                                                                           

Wednesday: 6:30-8:00 pm: Ray of Hope Prayer Group      

  8:00 pm: AA Meeting                                                                                            

Thursday: 3:00-6:30 pm: Tiger’s Den Food Pantry Open     

  6:00 pm: Emotional Sobriety II               

Saturday: 9:00 am-3:00 pm: Peniel Haitian Church      

  10:00 am: Funeral Service for Marion Niblock     

  5:00 pm: Worship and Communion at ALC                                                                                                    

Sunday: 9:30 am-1:30 pm: Western New York Church at ALC    

  10:00 am: Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV    

  10:00 am: Worship and Communion   

 Deacons:  7/14: Barbara Walter; 7/21: Sara Gallagher                                                                                   

Ushers:  7/14: Rick Riddoch & Todd Vahue; 7/21: Ben Brown & Jeff Mols 

 

We share our sympathy and prayers with the family of Sharon Arbogast 

 

Prayer List: In our congregational and extended family:  Richard Elliott; Brian Maloney                                                                                                                             

Prayer List: Shut-Ins (* indicates new names or changes added this week)                                                                                                                               
Ruth Blank: 2330 Maple Road, Apt. 374, Williamsville, NY 14221                                                               

Neal DeLeo: Greenfield Manor, #D110, 5958 Broadway, Lancaster, NY 14086                                                      

Sue Epstein: 59 Berryman Drive, Amherst, NY 14226                                                             

John Hornung: Brothers of Mercy, 10570 Bergtold Road, Clarence, NY 14031                                      

Jan Isaacs: 6 Bush Gardens, Three Rod Road, Alden, NY 14004                                                                  

Omar Jenson: The Maplewood, 100 Daniel Drive, Webster, NY 14580                                          

Rosemond Johnson:  3842 Wildwing Drive, North Tonawanda, NY 14120                                                            

Dave Lampe: 829 N Hurff Drive, Elmwood, IL 61529                                                          

Elaine Masman: Doseberg Campus, Room 120, 2700 North Forest Rd., Getzville, NY 14068                                         

Dorothy Menth: Elderwood at Basset Park, 245 Bassett Rd., #54, Williamsville, NY 14221                                

Wilma Nantka: Fredonia Place, 201 Reist Street, #238, Williamsville, NY 14221                                                   

David Wolf: Solstice, 6363 Transit Road, #244, East Amherst, NY 14051                                      

Ron Wolfe: 324 Village Park Drive, Williamsville, NY 14221   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               



 

 PREVIOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS 

In-Person Worship: St. Paul’s has two in-person worship services: Saturday evening at 5:00 pm 
at the Amherst Lutheran Campus, and Sunday morning at 10:00 am at the Eggertsville Campus. 
Please be respectful of people around you regarding distancing and their comfort levels. The 
Sunday 10:00 am worship service is also livestreamed on St. Paul’s YouTube page. 

Church Unleashed: If you cannot join us for in-person worship, please continue to worship with 
us as Church Unleashed on Sunday mornings at 10:00 am on WBBZ, YouTube, or Facebook.                                   

Prayer Team Ministry: Once a week you will receive an email with a list of people to pray for 
and specific requests for that person. We ask that you commit to praying for the names on the 
email. If you’d like to join us, please contact Heidi at: Heidi@stpaulseggertsville.com 

Nursery/Nursing Mom’s Room: Located downstairs by the Sunday School room. There is a wall 
TV for streaming the Sunday worship service. Babies 0-24 months are welcome in the nursery 
and must be monitored by their parent.  

Daily Bread Food Truck: The 2024 Monday Meal Share has ended for the summer, but plans 
are underway for Fall 2025. If you are interested in volunteering or donating, contact the office at 
716-835-0407 or dailybread4007@gmail.com.   

NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Tigers Den Food Pantry: The Food Pantry is open to anyone in need in zip code 14226, is     
associated with Amherst Lutheran Campus of St. Paul’s, or by referral. The remaining pantry 
hours for July are: Thursday, 7/18 from 3:00-6:30 pm; and Saturday 7/27 from 9:00 am-12:30 
pm. Donations for July: cereal, cooking oil, and soup.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

+ St. Paul’s Mission +                                                                                                       
To empower others with the Good News of Jesus Christ.                                                         

We do that by: Seeking Connections, Enriching Faith, Nourishing Lives,                                                
and Demonstrating Love in God’s Name. 

 

St. Paul’s Congregation Council                                                                                              

President: Robert Simpson                                                                                                    
Vice-President: Tim Johnson                                                                                                     
Treasurer: William Niblock                                                                                                   

Secretary: Scott Vahue                                                                                                       
Bob Brown      David Dahlberg      Susan Epstein                                                                             

Sara Hannon     Janet Schmidt     Vanessa Solomon     Barbara Walter      

 

Pastoral Leaders                                                                                                                               
Steve Biegner (716-868-1232 - cell); Email: steve@stpaulseggertsville.com                                                       

Kristen Arends: (716-481-8728 - cell); Email: kristen@stpaulseggertsville.com 

 

 

Directors of Music: Paul H. Storfer (SPEC) and Adam Schmidt (ALC)                                          
Christian Education Coordinator:  June Piette                                                                                     

Youth Ministry:  Adam Weber                                                                                                     
Digital Ministry:  Andrew Gruszka                                                                                                                             

          Facilities Manager:  Jeff Stein      

 

Church Office Staff                                                                                                                                
Heidi Ginal, Adrienne Leary, and Judy Thomas                                                                          

E-mail: office@stpaulseggertsville.com                                                                                         
Telephone: (716) 835-0407                                                                                                       

Website: www.stpaulseggertsville.com 

 

 St. Paul’s Eggertsville Campus         Amherst Lutheran Campus           
 4007 Main Street           5125 Main Street                            
 Eggertsville, NY 14226          Williamsville, NY 14221 

         Worship Service: Sundays at 10:00 am       Worship Service: Saturdays at 5:00 pm 


