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Musician: Paul Storfer  

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

 

P Blessed be God, the one who forms us, ☩ Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit 

who makes our joy complete. 

C Amen. 

P Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin. Steadfast and faithful 

God, 

C you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we often fail to follow you. We are 

overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering but many times are afraid 

to risk what we have for the sake of others. For the harm we have caused, 

known and unknown, forgive us. For the unjust demands we place on others 

and your creation, forgive us. For the ways we turn away from you and our 

neighbor, forgive us. Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; in the 

name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

P Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. God’s 

compassion is beyond compare. In Jesus, God is always making a new way for 

us. In ☩ Christ, you are already and always forgiven. 

C Amen. 

 

 



Opening Hymn: WOV 777 

Apostolic Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

 the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 



Prayer of the Day                                                                                                  

P O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and by 

 the glory of the cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of the 

 gospel we may turn from the lure of evil, take up our cross, and follow your 

 Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Children’s Time 

 

First Reading: James 3:1-12 

This text uses various images to illustrate how damaging and hurtful the way we 

speak to and about others can be. Not only are we to control our speech, but what 

we say and how we say it are to reflect our faith. 
 

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you 

know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. For all of us make 

many mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep 

the whole body in check with a bridle. If we put bits into the mouths of horses to 

make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. Or look at ships: though they are 

so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small 

rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. So also the tongue is a small member, 

yet it boasts of great exploits.  

 How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! And the tongue is a fire. The 

tongue is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole 

body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. For every      

species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been 

tamed by the human species, but no one can tame the tongue—a restless evil, full of 

deadly poison. With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who 

are made in the likeness of God. From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. 

My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. Does a spring pour forth from the 

same opening both fresh and brackish water? Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters, 

yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh. 

A This is the Word of the Lord                                                                             

C Thanks be to God. 



Psalm 116:1-9 (read responsively) 

I will walk in the presence of the LORD. (Ps. 116:9) 

A I love the LORD, who has heard my voice, and listened to my supplication, 

C for the LORD has given ear to me whenever I called. 

A The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon me; 

 I came to grief and sorrow. 

C Then I called upon the name of the LORD: “O LORD, I pray you, save my 

 life.” 

A Gracious is the LORD and righteous; our God is full of compassion. 

C The LORD watches over the innocent; I was brought low, and God saved me. 

A Turn again to your rest, O my soul, for the LORD has dealt well with you. 

C For you have rescued my life from death, my eyes from tears, and my feet 

 from stumbling; 

A I will walk in the presence of the LORD in the land of the living.  

A This is the Word of the Lord                                                                             

C Thanks be to God. 

 



P The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 8th Chapter                                         

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: Mark 8:27-38 

This story provides the turning point in Mark’s gospel. Peter is the first human    

being in the narrative to acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah, but he cannot accept 

that as the Messiah Jesus will have to suffer. Moreover, Jesus issues a strong      

challenge to all by connecting discipleship and the cross. 
 

Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the 

way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” And they answered 

him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” He 

asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the 

Messiah.” And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him. 

 Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great         

suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be 

killed, and after three days rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took 

him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he   

rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not 

on divine things but on human things.” 

 He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to      

become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow 

me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life 

for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them 

to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in return 

for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous 

and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes 

in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.                                                                              

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon 



Hymn of the Day: WOV 765 



Apostle’s Creed 

A With the whole church, let us confess our faith together: 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.                               

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.    

  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin 

  Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

  buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He  

  ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 

  will come again to judge the living and the dead.     

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of  

  saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

  everlasting. Amen 

 

Prayers of the Church 

A Drawn together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray with confidence for 

 the church, God’s good creation, and all who are in need. (Please kneel or sit 

 as you are able.) 

 We pray for the church throughout the world. Form us into communities of 

 forgiveness and grace. Help us to notice where you are calling us into new  

 relationships, and give us courage to embrace the uncomfortable and  

 unfamiliar. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

A We pray for the earth and all its inhabitants. Protect lands at risk of wildfire 

 and heal dying forests. Where fire brings destruction, raise up new growth. 

 Guide us in tending precarious ecosystems. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

A We pray for those who govern nations, tribes, and cities. Open them to the 

 cries of people in need. Direct them in shaping policies that prioritize the 

 health and well-being of all who struggle with hunger and housing insecurity. 

 Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

A We pray for all who are ill, all who are lonely or anxious, and all who grieve, 

 especially the people on our Prayer Lists and Prayer Chain, and those we 

 name before you now, either silently or aloud. Draw them close to you and 

 soothe them with the promise of your enduring love. Hear us, O God. 



C Your mercy is great. 

A We pray for teachers, professors, librarians, school administrators, staff, and 

 all who support the education of young people. Sustain them as they shape 

 learning communities, rooted in equity and authenticity. We pray for children 

 of all ages in their learning. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

A We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God, in the name of your 

 beloved child, Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offering Music and Prayer 

P Let us pray. 

C Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer 

 here and in our planned giving be signs of your abiding love. Form us to be 

 your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, our true vine. Amen.  

 

 

 

Ways to Give to St. Paul’s:                                                                                             

Options you can use to continue tithing to St. Paul’s: 

• In-Person Worship: Continue to put                                           QR Code:                                                   

your envelopes and cash in the plate 

• Giving by Mail: Please mail your donations                                                                 

payable to St. Paul’s, 4007 Main Street,                                                                         

Eggertsville, NY  14226 

• Online: The St. Paul’s website contains                                                                       

a link to Online Giving. The website is:                                                                       

https://stpaulseggertsville.com/online-giving/  



Dialogue and Preface 

P The Lord be with you.                                                                                      

C And also with you.               

P  Lift up your hearts.                  

C We lift them to the Lord.   

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.              

C It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

P It is indeed right and proper that we should at all times and in all places, offer 

 thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who 

 on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 

 opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and 

 the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and sing their unending hymn: 

 



Words of Institution 

P In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

 gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is 

 my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

 saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

 people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:                              

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

 lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the  kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Communion at St. Paul’s: celebrated every time we gather, and is open to all.                       

Please approach by the center aisle, receive the bread and the wine, and return to 

your seat via the side aisle. Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available. Simply 

request it from the Assisting Minister holding the wine. Children are welcome! 

Those who receive elsewhere may receive here. Children who do not yet receive 

may come for a blessing. If you have difficulty walking, communion will be brought 

to you at your seat.  

 

Communion Blessing 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you                     

 in his grace. 

C Amen. 



Prayer After Communion 

P Holy God, you have welcomed us to this meal and fed us with dignity at your 

 table. Send us now to welcome others and to be at peace with one another, 

 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Benediction 

P And now as you go on your way, may our Lord Jesus go with you. May he go 

 before you to show you the way, behind you to encourage you, beside you to 

 be your friend, above you to watch over you, and within you to give you peace. 

 Go today celebrating in the name of the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

 and all God’s children said…  

C Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing Hymn: LBW 377 (on the following page) 

Sharing the Peace and Sending                                                                                          

P Go in peace to serve the Lord!                                                                           

C Thanks be to God. 



 

 

 

 



 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

What’s Happening This Week at St. Paul’s: September 15-22, 2024 

*Unless otherwise noted, all activities will take place at the Eggertsville Campus* 

 

Sunday: 9:30 am-1:30 pm: Western New York Church at ALC    

  10:00 am: Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV    

  10:00 am: Worship, Communion, and Sunday School    

  1:00 pm: Ray of Hope at ALC                                                                                          
Monday: 4:30-5:15 pm: Daily Bread Food Truck Meal Share                                                    

Tuesday:  10:00 am: Bible Study         

  5:00-6:30 pm: Recovery on Main Meeting (NA)        

  6:00 pm: Burrito Project          

  7:00-9:00 pm: Lutheran Chorale Rehearsal                                                                                        

Wednesday: 6:30-8:00 pm: Ray of Hope Prayer Group at ALC     

  7:00-8:00 pm: God on Tap at Tavern at Windsor Park, 8444 Transit Road, 14221

  8:00 pm: AA Meeting                                                                                            

Thursday: 3:00-6:30 pm: Tiger’s Den Food Pantry Open     

  6:00 pm: Emotional Sobriety II                                                                                                  

Saturday: 8:30-9:30 am: Men’s Breakfast        

  9:00 am-3:00 pm: Peniel Haitian Church at ALC     

  5:00 pm: Worship and Communion at ALC                                                                                                    

Sunday: 9:00-9:45 am: Adult Forum        

  9:30 am-1:30 pm: Western New York Church at ALC    

  10:00 am: Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV    

  10:00 am: Worship, Communion, and Sunday School       

  11:30-1:00 pm: Confirmation Class at St. Paul’s     

  1:00 pm: Ray of Hope at ALC 

 

Deacons: 9/15: John Schunak; 9/22: Martin Troutman 

Ushers: 9/15: Mike & Michele Degen; 9/22: Ben Brown & Jeff Mols 

 

Prayer List: In our congregational and extended family:  Brian Maloney                                                                                                                             

Prayer List: Shut-Ins (* indicates new names or changes added this week)                                                                                                                               
Ruth Blank: Weinberg Campus/Rosa Coplon Living Ctr, 2700 N. Forest, #258, Getzville, 14068                                   

Neal DeLeo: Greenfield Manor, #D110, 5958 Broadway, Lancaster, NY 14086                                                      

Sue Epstein: 59 Berryman Drive, Amherst, NY 14226                                                                                                                                       

John Hornung: Brothers of Mercy, 10570 Bergtold Road, Clarence, NY 14031                                      

Jan Isaacs: 6 Bush Gardens, Three Rod Road, Alden, NY 14004                                                                  

Omar Jenson: The Maplewood, 100 Daniel Drive, Webster, NY 14580                                          

Rosemond Johnson:  3842 Wildwing Drive, North Tonawanda, NY 14120                                                            



 

Dave Lampe: 829 N Hurff Drive, Elmwood, IL 61529                                                          

Elaine Masman: Doseberg Campus, Room 120, 2700 North Forest Rd., Getzville, NY 14068                                         

Dorothy Menth: Elderwood at Basset Park, 245 Bassett Rd., #54, Williamsville, NY 14221                                

Wilma Nantka: Fredonia Place, 201 Reist Street, #238, Williamsville, NY 14221                                                   

David Wolf: Solstice, 6363 Transit Road, #244, East Amherst, NY 14051                                      

Ron Wolfe: 324 Village Park Drive, Williamsville, NY 14221   

 

 PREVIOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS 

In-Person Worship: St. Paul’s has two in-person worship services: Saturday evening at 5:00 pm 
at the Amherst Lutheran Campus, 5125 Main Street, Williamsville, 14221, and Sunday morning 
at 10:00 am at the Eggertsville Campus, 4007 Main Street, Eggertsville, 14226. The Sunday 
10:00 am worship service is also livestreamed on St. Paul’s YouTube page. 

Church Unleashed: If you cannot join us for in-person worship, please continue to worship with 
us as Church Unleashed on Sunday mornings at 10:00 am on WBBZ, YouTube, or Facebook.                                   

Prayer Team Ministry: Once a week you will receive an email with a list of people to pray for 
and specific requests for that person. We ask that you commit to praying for the names on the 
email. If you’d like to join us, please contact Heidi at: Heidi@stpaulseggertsville.com 

Nursery/Nursing Mom’s Room: Located downstairs by the Sunday School room. There is a wall 
TV for streaming the Sunday worship service. Babies 0-24 months are welcome in the nursery 
and must be monitored by their parent.  

 

NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Daily Bread Food Truck: The 2024 Monday Meal Share will begin on Monday, September 16 
from 4:30-5:15 pm. If you are interested in volunteering or donating, contact the office at 716-
835-0407 or dailybread4007@gmail.com.  

Tigers Den Food Pantry: The Food Pantry is open to anyone in need in zip code 14226, is     
associated with Amherst Lutheran Campus of St. Paul’s, or by referral. The remaining pantry 
hours for September are: Thursday 9/19 from 3:00-6:30 pm., and Saturday 9/28 from 9:00 am-
12:30 pm. Donations for September: spaghetti sauce, pasta, and flour.  

 

 

 

Hello St. Paul’s Family! 

Simone’s Pink Field Day Fundraiser was a huge success raising nearly $4,000 and counting as 
donations continue to come in. I would like to thank the many donors, and the heartfelt love 

and support I have received from my church family. I would like to express a special thank you 
to Pastor Steve for supporting and promoting my event. As I embark on the last phase of my 
treatment, I know that my Heavenly Father and his Son, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ is with 
me every step of the way. With Love and Appreciation, Simone Solomon 

 



Interested in learning more about St. Paul’s       
Lutheran Church? Join us for our next New     
Missionary class after worship on Sunday,         
September 29. Snacks will be provided. 

Confirmation Classes are starting up again! All incoming students (usually 7
th
 grade) and all     

returning students will meet on 9/22! Classes are generally the 1
st
 Sunday of the Month for                

students in grades 7-9
th
 (ish) If you’d like to register use the QR code. If you’d like more         

information email Kristen at kristen@stpaulseggertsville.com.  

**If you are interested in attending either session of the Adult Forum,              

please sign up on the flyer in the Gathering Area.** 

mailto:kristen@stpaulseggertsville.com


 

 

 

 

+ St. Paul’s Mission +                                                                                                       
To empower others with the Good News of Jesus Christ.                                                         

We do that by: Seeking Connections, Enriching Faith, Nourishing Lives,                                                
and Demonstrating Love in God’s Name. 

 

St. Paul’s Congregation Council                                                                                              

President: Robert Simpson                                                                                                    
Vice-President: Tim Johnson                                                                                                     
Treasurer: William Niblock                                                                                                   

Secretary: Scott Vahue                                                                                                       
Bob Brown      David Dahlberg      Susan Epstein                                                                             

Sara Hannon     Janet Schmidt     Vanessa Solomon     Barbara Walter      

 

Pastoral Leaders                                                                                                                               
Steve Biegner (716-868-1232 - cell); Email: steve@stpaulseggertsville.com                                                       

Kristen Arends: (716-481-8728 - cell); Email: kristen@stpaulseggertsville.com 

 

 

Directors of Music: Paul H. Storfer (SPEC) and Adam Schmidt (ALC)                                          
Christian Education Coordinator:  June Piette                                                                                     

Youth Ministry:                                                                                                                              
Digital Ministry:  Andrew Gruszka                                                                                                                             

          Facilities Manager:  Jeff Stein      

 

Church Office Staff                                                                                                                                
Adrienne Leary                                                                                                               

E-mail: office@stpaulseggertsville.com                                                                                         
Telephone: (716) 835-0407                                                                                                       

Website: www.stpaulseggertsville.com 

 

 St. Paul’s Eggertsville Campus         Amherst Lutheran Campus           
 4007 Main Street           5125 Main Street                            
 Eggertsville, NY 14226          Williamsville, NY 14221 

         Worship Service: Sundays at 10:00 am       Worship Service: Saturdays at 5:00 pm 


