
Family Blessing Weekend 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

Amherst Lutheran Campus,1/4/25 at 5:00 pm 

Eggertsville Campus,1/5/25 at 10:00 am 



Welcome to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church                                                                                        

Second Sunday of Christmas                                                                                             

Family Blessing Weekend                                                                                                      

January 4 and 5, 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Musician: Paul Storfer 

 

Brief order for Confession and Forgiveness 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Word made flesh, our life and 

 our salvation. 

C Amen. 

P Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior, let us confess 

 our sin. 

 God of life, 

C you promise good news of great joy for all people, and call us to be messengers 

 of your peace. We confess that too often we hoard our joy, our resources, and 

 our security. We nurture conflict and build barriers. We neglect the needs of 

 our neighbors and ignore the groaning of creation. Have mercy on us. Where 

 we are self-centered, open our hearts. Where we are reluctant, give us courage.

 Where we are cynical, restore our trust. Renew us with your grace and give us 

 again the hope of eternal life in you. Amen. 

P Hear the good news: We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises 

 through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. In ☩ Jesus we are forgiven and 

 redeemed. Sing with joy, for all the ends of the earth shall know the salvation 

 of God. 

C Amen. 

 

                                                                                                                              
 



Opening Hymn: WOV 649 



Apostolic Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

 the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day                                                                                                             

P O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a 

 star. Lead us now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at 

 last to the full vision of your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6 

Jerusalem is assured that nations will make a pilgrimage to her because the light of 

God’s presence is in her midst. The bountiful food of the sea and the profits of     

international trade will come streaming to Jerusalem and thereby declare God’s 

praise. 

 Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen    

upon you. For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but 

the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. Nations shall 

come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

 Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you;  

your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their 

nurses’ arms.  Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice,  

because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations 

shall come to you. A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of     

Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and 

frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 

A This is the Word of the Lord                                                                             

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 



Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 

All kings shall bow down before him. (Ps. 72:11) 

A Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the king’s son; 

C that he may rule your people righteously and the poor with justice; 

A that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, and the hills, in 

 righteousness. 

C Let him defend the needy among the people, rescue the poor, and crush the 

 oppressor. 

A May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, from one generation to  

 another. 

C Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, like showers that water the 

 earth. 

A In his time may the righteous flourish; and let there be an abundance of peace 

 till the moon shall be no more. 

C May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute, and the kings of Sheba 

 and Seba offer gifts.  

A May all kings bow down before him, and all the nations do him service. 

C For the king delivers the poor who cry out in distress, the oppressed, and 

 those who have no helper. 

A He has compassion on the lowly and poor, and preserves the lives of the 

 needy. 

C From oppression and violence he redeems their lives, and precious is their 

 blood in his sight.  

A This is the Word of the Lord                                                                             

C Thanks be to God. 

 



 

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the Second Chapter.                                                       

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12 

God’s promise shines bright in the night as magi follow a star to honor a new king. 

Strangers from a faraway land, they welcome the long-awaited messiah of Israel. 
 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise 

men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been 

born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay 

him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem 

with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he      

inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem 

of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the 

 rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people 

 Israel.’ ” 

 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact 

time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go 

and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so 

that I may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set 

out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it 

stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had 

stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child 

with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening 

their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
 
And 

having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own              

country by another road. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.                                                                          

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 

   



Hymn of the Day: WOV 776 



Apostle’s Creed 

A Let’s join to proclaim our faith in the Apostles’ Creed: 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.                               

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord.     

  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin 

  Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

  buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He  

  ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 

  will come again to judge the living and the dead.     

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of  

  saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

  everlasting. Amen 

 

Prayer’s of the Church 

A Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the church, the 

 earth, and all people. (Please be seated.) 

 Your glory fills the earth. Bless the work of all who engage in dialogue with 

 people of other traditions and faiths. Bridge our differences with a shared

 mission of revealing your boundless love to the world. God of grace, 

C receive our prayer. 

A Restore the glory of creation. Send rain to water-parched lands. Revive 

 ecosystems and habitats threatened by a changing climate, and protect the 

 peoples and creatures who live in them. God of grace, 

C receive our prayer. 

A Give the rulers your justice and reveal your righteousness to those who  

 govern. Frustrate the plans of tyrants and oppressors. Encourage the work of 

 community organizers and activists who speak out against injustice. God of 

 grace, 

C receive our prayer. 

A Help those who have no helper. Draw near to those who have no one to  

 advocate for them or those who feel forgotten. Deliver those who call to you 

 especially the people on our Prayer Lists and Prayer Chain, and those we 

 name before you now, either silently or aloud. Precious are they in your sight. 

 God of grace, 

C receive our prayer. 



 

 

 

A Liberate this congregation from a yearning for the past that forgets the future. 

 Fuel in us a passion for discovery. Give us the boldness to dream and to  

 imagine our ministries in new and different ways. God of grace, 

C receive our prayer. 

A We give thanks for your holy ones who now rest in your radiant glory. Make 

 us, with them, sharers in the boundless riches of Christ, our hope and 

 promise. God of grace, 

C receive our prayer. 

A We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made known 

 to all, through the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Offering Music and Prayer 

 

 

P Let us pray. 

C God of grace, we give you thanks for all the blessings you have poured into 

 our lives.  Thank you for the opportunities to share those blessings through 

 and beyond St. Paul’s.  Use the gifts we offer here today and in our planned 

 giving to bless the world with your hope, your presence, and your love. Amen 

 

 

Ways to Give to St. Paul’s:                                                                                             

Options you can use to continue tithing to St. Paul’s: 

• In-Person Worship: Continue to put                                           QR Code:                                                   

your envelopes and cash in the plate 

• Giving by Mail: Please mail your donations                                                                 

payable to St. Paul’s, 4007 Main Street,                                                                         

Eggertsville, NY  14226 

• Online: The St. Paul’s website contains                                                                       

a link to Online Giving. The website is:                                                                       

https://stpaulseggertsville.com/online-giving/  



Dialogue and Preface 

P The Lord be with you.                                                                                       

C And also with you.                 

P  Lift up your hearts.                 

C We lift them to the Lord.                                                                                                

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.             

C It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

P It is indeed right and proper that we should at all times and in all places, offer 

 thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who 

 on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 

 opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and 

 the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and speak their unending hymn: 

 

Sanctus (spoken) 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 

 your glory.  Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of 

 the Lord. Hosanna in  the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Words of Institution 

P In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

 gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is 

 my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

 saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

 people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 



Lord’s Prayer 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:                              

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

 lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the  kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 

 

Family Blessing and Communion: You are invited to come to the baptismal font and 

communion. Come with your family, members of your St. Paul’s family, or just on 

your own with your family in your heart, and gather around the font to receive God’s 

blessing in the beginning of this New Year. After the blessing, you may proceed to 

communion to receive God’s grace in the bread and wine. As you return to your 

seats, stop at one of the tables to pick up your Star Word for 2025.  Let it speak to 

you as a vision and guide of a future filled with hope and guidance for you. All are 

welcome to come forward and take part in one or both parts of the blessing. If you 

have difficulty walking, communion will be brought to you at your seat.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communion Hymns: (on the following pages) The Congregation is encouraged to 

join in singing 

 



Communion Hymn: LBW 60 



Communion Hymn: WOV 646 



 

Communion and Star Word Blessing 

P As stars have guided wise ones for centuries, as waters have poured out over 

 us with baptismal blessings, as this meal has strengthened us for the journey a

 head, may this water, meal and word guide you in the year ahead. By the  

 radiance of your star and the power of the Holy Spirit, may you live with 

 deeper intention and greater attention; may you find the holy in delightfully 

 unexpected places; may you worship with joy, give with gratitude, and follow 

 the new way home that God will provide. 

C Amen. 

 

Prayer After Communion 

P God of heaven and earth, from the beginning, you have called forth life, in 

 which you take delight. The trees, the fields, and the seas sing for joy. Bless 

 now these gifts, received from your bounty, that we may join the chorus of 

 creation to tell of your salvation from day to day. 

C Amen. 

 

Benediction 

P And now as you go on your way, may the Lord go with you. May he go before 

 you to show you the way, behind you to encourage you, beside you to be your 

 friend, above you to watch over you, and within you to give you peace. Go 

 today celebrating in the name of the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

 and all God’s children said…  

C Amen 

 

Closing Hymn: WOV 721 (on the following page) 

 

Sharing the Peace and Sending 

P Christ is born! God is here! Go in peace to serve the Lord!                                                                  

C Thanks be to God.  





ANNOUNCEMENTS 

What’s Happening This Week at St. Paul’s: January 5-12, 2025 

*Unless otherwise noted, all activities will take place at the Eggertsville Campus* 

 

Sunday: 9:30 am-1:30 pm: Western New York Church at AC    

  10:00 am: Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV    

  10:00 am: Worship and Communion: Family Blessing Weekend                         

  1:00 pm: Ray of Hope at AC                                                                                  

Monday: 4:15-5:15 pm: Daily Bread Food Truck Meal Share                   

  5:30-9:00 pm: Straight Pepper Diet Meeting at AC       

  7:00 pm: Amherst Alumnae Chorale Rehearsal                                                       

Tuesday:  10:00 am: Bible Study             

  5:00-6:30 pm: Recovery on Main (NA)                                                                                             

  6:00-9:00 pm: Eggertsville Now Meeting           

Wednesday: 10:00 am: Comforters Meeting          

  6:30-8:30 pm: Ray of Hope Prayer Group      

  8:00 pm: AA Meeting                                                                                            

Thursday:  7:15 pm: Book Club at Amherst Campus                                                                                         

Friday: 7:00-8:30 pm: Traveling and Trudging (formerly Emotional Sobriety II)                

Saturday: 9:00 am-3:00 pm: Peniel Haitian Church at AC     

  9:00 am-12:30 pm: Tiger’s Den Food Pantry Open     

  10:00 am-12:00 pm: Wheels for Workers      

  5:00 pm: Worship and Communion at AC      

  6:00-10:00 pm: Nickel City                                                                                        

Sunday: 9:00-9:45 am: Adult Forum Resumes       

  9:30 am-1:30 pm: Western New York Church at AC    

  10:00 am: Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV    

  10:00 am: Worship and Communion                           

  1:00 pm: Ray of Hope at AC        

  2:00 pm: Amherst Alumnae Chorale Concert  

                                                                                                                                                           
Deacons:  1/5: Sara Gallagher; 1/12: Barbara Walter 

Ushers:  1/5: Richard Riddoch & Todd Vahue; 1/12: Michele & Michael Degen    

                                                                                                                     

We share our sympathy and prayers with the family of Marilyn Quance.  

 

Prayer List: In our congregational and extended family:  Sandy Simet; Diane Millace; Richard 
Elliott; Aaron Torres (friend of Sandy Hoehn); Charles Herschlag; Kathy Greenawalt; Gloria 
Chaves (Betty Aprile’s sister); Jim and Sue Gustafson; Sue Epstein; Rosemond Johnson   

                                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                  

 



Prayer List: Shut-Ins (* indicates new names or changes added this week)                                                                                                                               
Ruth Blank: Scofield Residence, 3333 Elmwood Avenue, #121, Buffalo, NY 14217                                                 

Neal DeLeo: Greenfield Manor, #D110, 5958 Broadway, Lancaster, NY 14086                                                      

John Hornung: Brothers of Mercy, 10570 Bergtold Road, Clarence, NY 14031                                 

Jan Isaacs: 6 Bush Gardens, Three Rod Road, Alden, NY 14004                                                                  

Dave Lampe: 829 N Hurff Drive, Elmwood, IL 61529                                                                        

Elaine Masman: Heathwood Assisted Living, 815 Hopkins, Room 251, Williamsville, NY 14221     

Dorothy Menth: Elderwood at Basset Park, 245 Bassett Road, #54, Williamsville, NY 14221                                

Wilma Nantka: Fredonia Place, 201 Reist Street, #238, Williamsville, NY 14221                                                   

David Wolf: Solstice, 6363 Transit Road, #244, East Amherst, NY 14051                                                      

 

         PREVIOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS 

In-Person Worship: St. Paul’s has two in-person worship services: Saturday evening at 5:00 pm 
at the Amherst Campus, 5125 Main Street, Williamsville, 14221, and Sunday morning at     
10:00 am at the Eggertsville Campus, 4007 Main Street, Eggertsville, 14226. The Sunday     
10:00 am worship service is also livestreamed on St. Paul’s YouTube page. 

Church Unleashed: If you cannot join us for in-person worship, please continue to worship with 
us as Church Unleashed on Sunday mornings at 10:00 am on WBBZ, YouTube, or Facebook.                                   

Prayer Team Ministry: Once a week you will receive an email with a list of people to pray for 
and specific requests for that person. We ask that you commit to praying for the names on the 
email. If you’d like to join us, please contact Cody at: Cody@stpaulseggertsville.com 

Nursery/Nursing Mom’s Room: Located downstairs by the Sunday School room. There is a wall 
TV for streaming the Sunday worship service. Babies 0-24 months are welcome in the nursery 
and must be monitored by their parent.  

 

NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Daily Bread Food Truck: The 2024 Monday Meal Share is underway each Monday from 4:15-
5:15 pm. If you are interested in volunteering or donating, contact the office at 716-835-0407 or 
dailybread4007@gmail.com.                                                                                                                              
Tigers Den Food Pantry: The Food Pantry is open to anyone in need in zip code 14226, is     
associated with St. Paul’s Amherst Campus, or by referral. The pantry hours for January are: 
Thursday 1/2, 1/16, and 1/30 from 3:00-6:30 pm; and Saturdays 1/11 and 1/25 from 9:00 am-
12:30 pm. Donations for January are: canned fruit and cereal.   

Adult Forum: Rev. Chick Biegner will lead “In the Big Inning: A Look at Genesis 1-11” on  
Sunday,  January 12 from 9:00-9:45 am. If you are interested in participating, sign up sheets will 

be in the Gathering Area. 

Book Club at Amherst Campus: We meet on the second Thursday of each month. Our next 
meeting is Thursday, January 9 beginning at 7:15 pm in the Gathering Room. Our January book 
is Pope Joan by Donna Woolfolk Cross. February Book:  First Ladies by Marie Benedict and 
Victoria Christopher Murray. All are welcome!  For more information contact Karin Johnson. 





 

 

 

 

+ St. Paul’s Mission +                                                                                                       

To empower others with the Good News of Jesus Christ.                                                         
We do that by: Seeking Connections, Enriching Faith, Nourishing Lives,                                                

and Demonstrating Love in God’s Name. 

 

St. Paul’s Congregation Council                                                                                              

President: Robert Simpson                                                                                                    
Vice-President: Tim Johnson                                                                                                     
Treasurer: William Niblock                                                                                                   

Secretary: Scott Vahue                                                                                                       
Bob Brown      David Dahlberg      Susan Epstein                                                                             

Sara Hannon     Janet Schmidt     Vanessa Solomon     Barbara Walter      

 

Pastoral Leaders                                                                                                                               
Steve Biegner (716-868-1232 - cell); Email: steve@stpaulseggertsville.com                                                       

Kristen Arends: (716-481-8728 - cell); Email: kristen@stpaulseggertsville.com 

 

 

Directors of Music: Paul H. Storfer (SPEC) and Adam Schmidt (AC)                                          
Christian Education Coordinator:  June Piette                                                                                     

Youth Ministry: Kristen Arends                                                                                                               
Digital Ministry:  Andrew Gruszka                                                                                                                             

          Facilities Manager:  Jeff Stein      

 

Church Office Staff                                                                                                                                
Cody Almeter and Adrienne Leary                                                                                              

E-mail: office@stpaulseggertsville.com                                                                                         
Telephone: (716) 835-0407                                                                                                       

Website: www.stpaulseggertsville.com 

 

 St. Paul’s Eggertsville Campus         St. Paul’s Amherst Campus           
 4007 Main Street           5125 Main Street                            
 Eggertsville, NY 14226          Williamsville, NY 14221 


