Fifth Sunday
of Easter

May 18, 2025
10:00 am
St. Paul’s Fggertsville Campus



St. Paul's Lutheran Church
Welcome Form

Are you new to St. Paul’s? Do you have a prayer concern?
Do you have a question for one of our Pastoral Leaders?
Do you have a message for one of St. Paul’s Staff?
Are you looking for more resources for your spiritual Life?
If your answer is yes to any of these questions, please scan our QR code
to share your needs with us.

Welcome to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Fggertsville Campus
Fifth Sunday of Faster
May 18, 2025

Musician: Paul Storfer
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P

C
P

T QO

We begin worship today in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spinit.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us
from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that
we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin mn the presence of God and of one another. Most
merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk i your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. By the authority of Christ, I therefore declare
to you the entire forgiveness of your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the

*+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



Opening Hymn: LBW 551
Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee
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1 Joy - ful, joy - ful we a-dore thee, God of glo-ry, Lord of love!
2 All thy works with joy sur-round thee, earth and heav’n re - flect thy rays,
3 Thou art giv - ing and for- giv - ing, ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,
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Hearts un - fold like flow’rs be - fore thee, prais-ing thee, their sun  a - bove.
stars and an - gels sing a-round thee, cen -ter of un - bro - ken praise.
well -spring of the joy of liv - ing, o - cean-depth of hap - py rest!

0 « .
VA ] !

s

¢

Melt the clouds of sin and sad - ness,drive the gloom of doubt a - way.
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, flow-'ry mead-ow, flash-ing sea,
Thou our Fa - ther, Christ our broth - er, all who live in Ilove are thine;
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Giv - er of 1im - mor-tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.
chant-ing bird, and flow-ing foun-tain call us to re - joice in thee.
teach us how to love each oth - er, lift us to the joy di-vine!
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Apostolic Greeting

P The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C  And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. Pour
mto our hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your Spirit,
we may know goodness and peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now

and forever.

C Amen



Children’s Time

First Reading: Acts 11:1-18

In defense of his earlier baptism of non-fewish believers, Peter demonstrates to the
membpers of the Jerusalem church that God’s imtention to love Gentiles as well as
Jews 1s revealed in Jesus’ testimony. In this way the mission to the Gentiles is
officially authorized.

Now the apostles and the believers who were 1n Judea heard that the Gentiles
had also accepted the word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the
circumcised believers criticized him, saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men
and eat with them?” Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, “I
was 1n the city of Joppa praying, and 1n a trance I saw a vision. There was something
like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and
it came close to me. As I looked at 1t closely I saw four-footed amimals, beasts of
prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter;
kill and eat.” But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has
ever entered my mouth.” But a second time the voice answered from heaven, “What
God has made clean, you must not call profane.” This happened three times; then
everything was pulled up again to heaven. At that very moment three men, sent to
me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. The Spirit told me to go
with them and not to make a distinction between them and us. These six brothers
also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. He told us how he had seen
the angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who 1s
called Peter; he will give you a message by which you and your entire household will
be saved.” And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as 1t had
upon us at the beginning. And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had
said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” If then
God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed 1n the Lord Jesus
Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?” When they heard this, they were
silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then God has given even to the Gentiles
the repentance that leads to life.”

A This 1s the Word of the Lord
C  Thanks be to God.



Psalm 148 (read responsively)
The splendor of the LORD is over earth and heaven. (Ps. 148:15)

A Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise God in the heights.

C  Praise the LORD, all you angels; sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.

A Prase the LORD, sun and moon; sing praise, all you shining stars.

C  Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens, and you waters above the heavens.

A Let them praise the name of the LORD, who commanded, and they were
created,

C  who made them stand fast forever and ever, giving them a law that shall not
pass away.

A Prase the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps;

C fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;

A mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars;

C  wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds;

A sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the world;

C  young men and maidens, old and young together.

A Let them praise the name of the LORD, whose name only 1s exalted, whose
splendor 1s over earth and heaven.

C  The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful
servants, the children of Israel, a people who are near the LLORD.
Hallelgjah!

A This 1s the Word of the Lord

C  Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
Celtic Alleluia
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Al - le - lu - 1a, al - le - lu - ia.
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Al - le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia.

Verses may be sung by a leader. Then the alleluia is repeaied.



P The Holy Gospel according to John the 13th Chapter.
C  Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: John 13:31-35

After washing the disciples’ feet, predicting his betrayal, and then revealing his
betrayer, Jesus speaks of his glorification on the cross. This deep complicated love
ol Jesus, even to death on the cross, will be the distinctive mark of Jesus’
comumunity.

When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified,
and God has been glorified in him. It God has been glorified in him, God will also
glorify him 1 himself and will glorfy him at once. Little children, I am with you
only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to
you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ I give you a new commandment, that
you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.
By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one
another.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon




Hymn of the Day: WOV 664

A New Commandment
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new com-mand-ment I  give un-to you, that you love one an - oth-er as
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I have loved you, that you love one an - oth-er as I have loved you.
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By this shall peo-ple know you aremy dis - ci-ples, if
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you have love one for an - oth - er; by this shall peo-ple know
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you are my dis-ci-ples: if you have love one for an - oth - er.
Apostle’s Creed

P With the whole church, let us confess our faith together:

C Ibelieve in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe 1n Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended mto hell. On the third day he rose again. He
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life

everlasting. Amen



Prayers of the Church

A God of resurrection and new life, we come before you 1n prayer for the
church, the world, and all who are 1 need. (Please kneel or sit as you are

able.)

Fill the church with the spirt of your redeeming love. Make us steadfast in our
proclamation of your grace for all people without exceptions, especially those
often overlooked 1n our communities. Hear us, O God.

C  Your mercy is great.

>

Awaken joy 1 the beauty and abundance of your creation. Show us the
wonder of your presence from the smallest flower to the tallest tree.
Recommit us to preservation of wild places. Hear us, O God.

C  Your mercy is great.

>

Instruct all world leaders to protect the most vulnerable among us. Guide
those 1 power toward equitable and just economic policies, so that all might
have sutficient resources to live safely and with dignity. Hear us, O God.

C  Your mercy is great.

>

Pour out your love on all in need of care: those mourning losses, enduring
trauma, experiencing broken relationships, yearning for companionship, or
facing 1llness. We pray especially for the people on our Prayers Lists and
Prayer Chain, and those we name before you now, either silently or aloud.
Wipe away every tear. Hear us, O God.

C  Your mercy 1s great.

>

Abide with all those who are other-ed. Especially people who are marginalized
because of gender, sexuality, ability, or race. Destroy all forms of systemic
oppression, and renew our commitment to healing the wounds of our
collective body 1 this community and beyond. Hear us, O God.

C  Your mercy is great.

>

We give thanks for all the saints whose lives bear witness to your redeeming
love. Guide us by their example, until we join them n your eternal home.
Hear us, O God.

C  Your mercy is great.

>

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are
always with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

C Amen.



Oftering Music and Prayer

Ways to Give to St. Paul’s:
Options you can use to continue tithing to St. Paul’s:
« In-Person Worship: Continue to put QR Code:

your envelopes and cash 1n the plate

 Giving by Mail: Please mail your donations
payable to St. Paul’s, 4007 Main Street,
Eggertsville, NY 14226

« Online: The St. Paul’s website contains
a link to Online Giving. The website 1s:

https://stpaulseggertsville.com/online-giving/ @ Give

=

Let us pray.

C  Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer
here and in our planned giving be signs of your abiding love. Form us to be
your witnesses m the world, through Jesus Christ, our true vine. Amen.

Dialogue and Preface

P The Lord be with you.

C  And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C  We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C  Itis right to give God thanks and praise.

P Itis indeed right and proper that we should at all imes and 1n all places, offer

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and sing their unending hymn:
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Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - 1ly Lord, God of pow-er and

] I
P | I

o

'§><3
N
TT N
A
e

e
might, heav - en and earth are full of your glo - ry.
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Ho- san - na in the high - est. Bless-ed is he who
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high - estt Ho-sam - na in the high - est.
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Words of Institution

P In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke 1t, and gave 1t to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this 1s
my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave 1t for all to drink,
saying: This cup 1s the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord’s Prayer
P Gathered mto one by the Holy Spirt, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

C  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen



Holy Communion at St. Paul’s: celebrated every time we gather, and 1s open to all.
Please approach by the center aisle, recerve the bread and the wine, and return to
your seat via the side aisle. Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available. Stmply
request it from the Assisting Minister holding the wine. Children are welcome!
Those who recerve elsewhere may recerve here. Children who do not yet recerve
may come for a blessing. If yvou have difficulty walking, communion will be brought
to you at your seat.

Communion Blessing

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
mn his grace.

C  Amen.

Prayer After Communion

P Living One, 1n this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send us now to
tell of your wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim your risen life to a
wounded and weary world.

C  Amen.

Benediction

P And now as you go on your way, may our Lord Jesus go with you. May he go
before you to show you the way, behind you to encourage you, beside you to
be your friend, above you to watch over you, and within you to give you peace.
Go today celebrating in the name of the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit,
and all God’s children said...

C Amen

Closing Hymn: LBW 260 (on the following page)

Sending

P Alleluma! Christ 1s risen.

C  Christis risen indeed. Allehua!

P Go i peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia!
C  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!



On Our Way Rejoicing
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1 On our way re - joic - ing glad - ly let us go.
2 Un - to God the Fa - ther joy - ful songs we sing;
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Christ our Lord has con - quered; van - quished is  the foe.
un - to God the Sav - 1or thank - ful hearts we bring;
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on our way re - joic - 1Ing now and ev - er more.
Refrain
) 4 .
7 ]
(@) ) & o ) O
J
On our way re - joic - Ing; as we for - ward  move,
- : =
J 1 T
hear-ken to our prais - es, O blest God of love!

Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-1875

, alt.

Music: HERMAS, Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879




ANNOUNCEMENTS

‘What’'s Happening This Week at St. Paul’s: May 18-25, 2025

“Unless otherwise noted, all activities will take place at the Eggertsville Campus™

Sunday: 9:00-9:45 am: Adult Forum
9:00-11:30 am: Al Deacon: Art and Worship
9:30 am-1:30 pm: Western New York Church at AC
10:00 am: Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV
10:00 am: Worship, Communion, and Sunday School
1:00 pm: Ray of Hope at AC
Monday:  4:30 pm: Daily Bread Food Truck Meal Share
5:30-9:30 pm: Straight Pepper Diet Meeting at AC
Tuesday:  10:00 am: Bible Study
5:00-6:30 pm: We Can No Longer Blame Others (NA)
6:00 pm: Burrito Project
‘Wednesday: 6:30-8:30 pm: Ray of Hope Prayer Group
8:00 pm: AA Meeting
Thursday: 11:00 am: Funeral for Ruth Blank at AC
Fnday: 7:00-8:30 pm: Traveling and Trudging Meeting
Saturday:  9:00 am-3:00 pm: Peniel Haitan Church at AC
9:00 am-12:30 pm: Tiger’s Den Food Pantry Open
11:00 am: Funeral for Sophia Iiddy
5:00 pm: No Worship and Communion at AC this weekend
Sunday: 9:00-9:45 am: Adult Forum
9:30 am-1:30 pm: Western New York Church at AC
10:00 am: Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV
10:00 am: Worship, Communion, Sunday School, and Baptism of Connor Grimes
11:00 am: Baptism of Colin Maley
1:00 pm: Ray of Hope at AC

Deacons: 5/18: Sara Gallagher; 5/25: John Schunak
Ushers: 5/18: Bob Brown & Jeff Mols; 5/25: Gerr1 Horton & Helen Gibson

Our sympathy and prayers go out to the family of Sven Allenbach-Schmutt,
Phoebe Rodriguez’s Cousin

The funeral service for Ruth Blank will be held on Thursday, May 22, 2025 beginning at
11:00 am at the Amherst Campus.



Prayer List: In our congregational and extended family: Julia Jarvis (Andrea Jarvis’ daughter);
Michelle Uro-Ramos (Dave Hornung’s daughter); Bob O’Brian (Mark O’Brian’s brother);
Gloria Chaves (Betty Aprile’s sister); Sue Epstein

Prayer List: Shut-Ins (* indicates new names or changes added this week)

Neal DelLeo: Greenfield Manor, #D127, 5958 Broadway, Lancaster, NY 14086

John Hornung: Brothers of Mercy, 10570 Bergtold Road, Clarence, NY 14031

Jan Isaacs: 6 Bush Gardens, Three Rod Road, Alden, NY 14004

Dave Lampe: 829 N Hurff Drive, Elmwood, IL 61529

Joan Maefs: Solstice, 6363 Transit Road, #136, East Amherst, NY 14051

Elamne Masman: Heathwood Assisted Living, 815 Hopkins, Room 251, Williamswille, NY 14221
Dorothy Menth: Elderwood at Basset Park, 245 Bassett Road, #54, Wilhamsville, NY 14221
Wilma Nantka: Fredoma Place, 201 Reist Street, #238, Wilhamsville, NY 14221

Charles Scofield: Beechwood, 2235 Millersport Highway, #706, Getzville, NY 14068

Ira Striejewske: 48 Cornell Avenue, Eggertsville, NY

David Wolf: Solstice, 6363 Transit Road, #244, East Amherst, NY 14051

PREVIOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS

In-Person Worship: St. Paul’s has two i-person worship services: Saturday evening at 5:00 pm
at the Amherst Campus, 5125 Main Street, Willlamsville, 14221, and Sunday morning at
10:00 am at the Fggertsville Campus, 4007 Main Street, Fggertsville, 14220. The Sunday
10:00 am worship service 1s also livestreamed on St. Paul’s YouTube page.

Church Unleashed: If you cannot join us for in-person worship, please continue to worship with
us as Church Unleashed on Sunday mormings at 10:00 am on WBBZ, Youlube, or Facebook.

Prayer Team Ministry: Once a week you will receive an email with a list of people to pray for
and specific requests for that person. We ask that you commit to praying for the names on the
email. If you'd like to join us, please contact Cody at: Cody@stpaulseggertsville.com

Nursery/Nursing Mom’s Room: Located downstairs by the Sunday School room. There is a wall
[V for streaming the Sunday worship service. Babies 0-24 months are welcome n the nursery
and must be monitored by their parent.

Daily Bread Food Truck: The 2024 Monday Meal Share is underway each Monday from 4:30-
2:19 pm. If you are interested in volunteering or donating, contact the oftice at 710-835-0407 or

dailybread4007 @gmail.com.
NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS

Tigers Den Food Pantry: The Food Pantry 1s open to anyone in need in zip code 14220, 1s
associated with St. Paul’s Amherst Campus, or by referral. The remaining pantry hours for May
are: Thursday 5/29 from 3:00-0:30 pm; and Saturday 5/24 from 9:00 am-12:30 pm. May
donations: cereal, crackers, and cooking oll.
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Our Burrito Project could use your help. On the third Tuesday of
cach month, our Youth Group gets together to make burritos,
gather up other essentials, and head downtown to feed and help the
homeless. Part of what they take to these imdividuals are personal
care items, and seasonal items. The Burrito Project 1s i need of the
following items: travel size toothpaste, small size sunscreen, summer
hats, visors, umbrellas, portable fans, washcloths, travel-size bug
spray, travel-size lotions, aloe gel, and lip balm with sunscreen. It
you are able to help, there will be a container n the vestibule for all
donations. Thank you for your help.
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New Begmmngs

[ Ofingle _fadies

St. Paul’s is starting a women's ministry for Single
5 q . 7/ 5
Ladies: widows, divorcee, or never married.

Social - luncheons, plays, day trips, games
Support - do you need a car ride, a Mr. Fix-it
Spiritual - Seasons change, perhaps this is not how
you expected your life right now. You are welcome.
Please join us for lunch and a discussion on how
you would like this group to proceed.

Our purpose is 3-fold:
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Wednesday, June 18" at 12:00 noon

St. Paul’'s Lutheran Church
4007 Main St.
Eggertsville, NY 14226

Email: Joan Keptner Call: Heidi Ginal
kepfnersofc:rl@gmml com 716-480-9227



+St. Paul’s Mission +
To empower others with the Good News of Jesus Christ.
We do that by: Seeking Connections, Enriching Faith, Nourishing Lives,
and Demonstrating Love i God’s Name.

St. Paul’s Congregation Council

President: Robert Simpson
Vice-President: 1im _Johnson
1 reasurer: William Niblock
Secretary: Scott Vahue
Bob Brown  David Dahlberg  Susan Epstein
Sara Hannon  Janet Schmidt  Vanessa Solomon — Barbara Walter

Pastoral Leaders
Steve Biegner (710-868-1232 - cell); Email: steve @stpaulseggertsville.com
Kristen Arends: (716-481-8728 - cell); Email: kristen@stpaulseggertsville.com

Directors of Music: Paul H. Storfer (SPEC) and Adam Schmidt (AC)
Christian Education Coordinator: June Piette
Youth Mimistry: Jordan Dywan
Digital Ministry: Andrew Gruszka
Facliies Manager: Jefl Stein

Church Office Staff
Cody Almeter and Adrienne Leary

E-mail: office@stpaulseggertsville.com
Telephone: (716) 835-0407

Website: www.stpaulseggertsville.com

St. Paul’s Fggertsville Campus St. Paul’s Amherst Campus
4007 Main Street I125 Main Street
Fggertsville, NY 14220 Wilhamsville, NY 14221

Worship Service: Sundays at 10:00 am Worship Service: Saturdays at 5:00 pm



