1enth Sunday
after Pentecost

August 17, 2025
10:00 am
St. Paul’s Fggertsville Campus



Welcome to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church %
!/
Eggertsville Campus Welzome o ST. Panls:;

Tenth Sunday alfter Pentecost We’re so glad you're here...
August 17, 2025

St. Paul's Lutheran Church

Welcome Form

Musician: Paul Storfer

Has your mailing address, email address or
phone number recently changed?
We are in the process of updating the Church
Directory and would love to include your new

information!
Scan the QR code above to get started!

Confession and Forgiveness

In the name of the Father, and of the *F Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. Merciful God,

you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own
way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from the
abundant life you offer. You surround us with patience, kindness, and
generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive us.
Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of life
In you. Amen.

P You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In the

cross of *+ Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are
forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.

C Amen.
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Opening Hymn: LBW 507

How Firm a Foundation
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1 How firm a foun - da-tion, O saints of the Lord,
2 “Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dis - mayed,
3 “When through fi - ery tr1i - als your path-way shall lie,
4 “Through - out all their life - ime my peo - ple shall prove
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1s laid  for your faith in  his ex - cel-lent word!
for I am your God and will stilll  give you  aid;
my grace, all - suf - fi- cient, shall be your sup - ply.
my sov-'reign, € - ter - nal, un - change - a - ble love;
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What more can he say than to you he has said
rni strength - en you, help you, and cause you to  stand,
The flames shall not  hurt you; 1 on - ly de - sign
and then, when gray hairs shall their tem-ples a - dorn,
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who un - to the Sav - ior for ref - uge have fled?
up - held by my righ-teous, om - nip - o - tent  hand.”
your dross to con - sume and your gold to re - fine”
like lambs they shall  still in  my bo - som be  borne.”

Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt.
Music: FOUNDATION, early American

Apostolic Greeting

P The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C  And also with you.



Prayer of the Day

P O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and you call us to
share your zeal for truth. Give us courage to take our stand with all victims of
bloodshed and greed, and, following your servants and prophets, to look to the
pioneer and perfecter of our faith, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and

Lord.
C Amen

First Reading: Jeremiah 23:23-29

Because_Jeremiah preaches the unpopular message of God'’s judgment, he suffers
rejection. 1Today’s reading distinguishes between the true prophet, like Jeremiah,
who speaks God’s word, and the false prophet who misleads the people through
dreams. One 1s like wheat; the other like worthless straw.

Am I a God near by, says the LORD, and not a God far off? Who can hide in
secret places so that I cannot see them? says the LORD. Do I not fill heaven and
earth? says the LORD. I have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy les
i my name, saying, “I have dreamed! I have dreamed!” How long? Will the hearts
of the prophets ever turn back—those who prophesy lies and who prophesy the
deceit of their own heart? They plan to make my people forget my name by their
dreams that they tell one another, just as their ancestors forgot my name for Baal.
Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let the one who has my word
speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? says the LORD. Is
not my word like fire, says the LORD, and like a hammer that breaks a rock in
pleces?

A This 1s the Word of the Lord
C  Thanks be to God.

Psalm 82 (read responsively)
Anise, O God, and rule the earth. (Ps. 82:8)

God stands to charge the divine council assembled, giving judgment in the
midst of the gods:

“How long will you judge unjustly, and show favor to the wicked?

Save the weak and the orphan; defend the humble and needy;

rescue the weak and the poor; deliver them from the power of the wicked.
They do not know, neither do they understand; they wander about in
darkness; all the foundations of the earth are shaken.

Now I say to you, ‘You are gods, and all of you children of the Most High;
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A nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, and fall like any prince.””
C  Arnse, O God, and rule the earth, for you shall take all nations for your own.
A This 1s the Word of the Lord
C  Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation
Celtic Alleluia
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Verses may be sung by a leader. Then the alleluia is repeated.

P The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 12th Chapter.
C  Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Luke 12:49-56

Jesus delivers harsh words about the purifying and potentially divisive effects of
obedience to God’s call. The way of the cross often leads followers to encounter
hostility and rejection, even from those they love.

[Jesus said:] “I have come to cast fire upon the earth, and how I wish it were
already ablaze! I have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what constraint I am
under until 1t 1s completed! Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the
earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! From now on five in one household will be
divided, three against two and two against three; they will be divided: father against
son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother,
mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-
law.”

He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you
immediately say, ‘It 1s going to rain,” and so 1t happens. And when you see the south
wind blowing, you say, “T’here will be scorching heat,” and 1t happens. You
hypocrites! You know how to mterpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do
you not know how to mterpret the present ime?”



P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Hymn of the Day: LBW 500
Faith of Our Fathers
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1 Faith of our fa - thers, liv - ing still in spite of dun - geon,
2 The mar-tyrs, chained in pris - ons dark, were still in heart and
3 Faith of our fa - thers! We will love Dboth friend and foe n
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fire, and sword. Oh, how our hearts beat high with joy
con - science free; and blestwould be their chil - dren’s fate
all our strife; pro - claim thee too, as love  knows how,
Refrain
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when-e’er we hear that  glo - rious word.
if they, like them, should die for thee. Faith of our fa - thers,
by sav-ing word and  faith - ful life.
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ho - ly faith, we will be  true to thee till  death.

Text: Frederick W. Faber, 18141863, alt.
Music: ST. CATHERINE, Henri F. Hemy, 1818-1888; James G. Walton, 1821-1905, refrain



Apostle’s Creed
A With the whole church, let us confess our faith together:

C 1believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe 1n Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He
ascended mto heaven, and 1is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again to judge the hiving and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the commumnion of

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the Lfe

everlasting. Amen

Prayers of the Church

A Letus pray for the church, the creation, and the whole people of God, for
God 1s near. (Please kneel or sit as you are able.)

Raise up faithtul leaders for your church around the world. Inspire global
missionaries with a spirit of accompaniment, as they walk alongside our
partners in the gospel in solidanity, interdependence, and mutuality. Hear us,

O God.
C  Your mercy is great.

>

Safeguard nivers and lakes pollution. Sustain the work of conservationists,
policy makers, and advocacy groups seeking to protect fresh water sources.

Hear us, O God.
C  Your mercy is great.

>

Bridge divisions across partisan lines. Strengthen cooperative efforts among
lawmakers who enact policies that protect our neighbors who are most

vulnerable. Hear us, O God.
C  Your mercy is great.

>

Embrace all who suffer 1n 1solation: for those who are incarcerated or
detained, those who are fleeing from unsafe environments, and those who are
sick or homebound. We pray especially for the people on our Prayer Lists
and Prayer Chain, and those we name before you now, either silently or aloud.
Reassure them of your care 1n all ttimes and places. Hear us, O God.

C  Your mercy 1s great.



A Gude the leaders of this congregation. In these late summer weeks, mspire
their planning for a new program year ahead. Kindle 1n us a spirit of
collaboration and support for their work. Hear us, O God.

C  Your mercy is great.

A With thanksgiving, we remember the cloud of witnesses who surround us. By
the example of their faith, enable us to run with perseverance the race set
before us, until that day when we join their unending praise. Hear us, O God.

C  Your mercy 1s great.

A Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers to the one
who always receives them; through Jesus Christ, our wisdom and companion.

C Amen.

Ways to Give to St. Paul’s:
Options you can use to continue tithing to St. Paul’s:
« In-Person Worship: Continue to put QR Code:

your envelopes and cash 1n the plate

Giving by Mail: Please mail your donations
payable to St. Paul’s, 4007 Main Street,
Eggertsville, NY 14226

Online: The St. Paul’s website contains
a link to Online Giving. The website 1s:
https://stpaulseggertsville.com/online-giving/

Offering Music and Prayer
P Letus pray.
C  Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is

plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor.
May the gifts we offer here and in our planned giving be used for the good of

all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.



Dialogue and Preface

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
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It 1s indeed right and proper that we should at all imes and 1n all places, offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and sing their unending hymn:
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Words of Institution

P In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave 1t to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this 1s
my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave 1t for all to drink,
saymg: This cup 1s the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord’s Prayer
P Gathered mto one by the Holy Spirt, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

C  Our Father, who art m heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as 1t 1s n heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass agamst us; and
lead us not mnto temptation, but dehver us from evil. For thine 1s the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

Holy Communion at St. Paul’s: celebrated every time we gather, and 1s open to all.
Please approach by the center aisle, receive the bread and the wine, and return to
your seat via the side aisle. Gluten-free walers and grape juice are available. Simply
request it from the Assisting Minister holding the wine. Children are welcome!
Those who recerve elsewhere may recerve here. Children who do not yet receive
may come for a blessing. If yvou have difficulty walking, communion will be brought
lo you at your seal.

Commumon Blessing

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
m his grace.

C Amen.

Prayer After Communion

P Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your
grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and
proclaim your love 1 Jesus’ name.

C Amen.



Benediction

P And now as you go on your way, may our Lord Jesus go with you. May he go
before you to show you the way, behind you to encourage you, beside you to
be your friend, above you to watch over you, and within you to give you peace.
Go today celebrating in the name of the Father, the + Son, and the Holy
Spirit, and all God’s children said...

C Amen

Closing Hymn: LBW 543 (on the following page)

Dismissal

P Goin peace. Live by the Spirit.
C  Thanks be to God.




Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
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I Praise to the Lord, the Al - might-y, the King of cre -a - ton!
2 Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is won-drous-ly reign - Ing
3 Praise to the Lord, who will pros-per your work and de - fend you;
4 Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that 1s m me a-dore him!
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O my soul, praise him, for he 18 your health and sal - va - tion!

and, as on wings of an ea - gle, up - lift - ing, sus-tain - 1Ing.
sure-ly his good - ness and mer - cy shall dai - ly at-tend you.
All that has life and breath, come now with prais - es be - fore  him!
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Let all who hear now to his tem - ple draw near,
Have you not seen all that 15 mneed - ful has been
Pon - der a - new what the Al-might - y can do
Let the a - men sound from his peo - ple a - gain
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join - 1ing n glad ad - o - ra - tion!
sent by his gra - cious or - dain - ing?
if with  his love he be - friend yOu.
Glad - ly for - ev - er a - dore him!

Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: LOBE DEN HERREN, Ernewerten Gesangbuch, Part 11, Stralsund, 1665




ANNOUNCEMENTS
‘What's Happening This Week at St. Paul’s: August 17-24, 2025

*Unless otherwise noted, all activities will take place at the Eggertsville Campus ™

Sunday: 9:30 am-1:30 pm: Western New York Church at AC
10:00 am: Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV
10:00 am: Worship and Communion,
1:00 pm: Ray of Hope at AC
Monday: 4:15 pm: Daily Bread Food Truck Meal Share
5:30-9:30 pm: Straight Pepper Diet Meeting at AC
Tuesday:  5:00-6:30 pm: We Can No Longer Blame Others (NA)
Wednesday: 6:30-8:30 pm: Ray of Hope Prayer Group at AC
8:00 pm: AA Meeting
Thursday: No Events Planned
Friday: No Events Planned
Saturday:  9:00 am-3:00 pm: Peniel Haitian Church at AC
9:00 am-12:30 pm: Tiger’s Den Food Pantry Open
5:00 pm: Worship and Communion at AC
Sunday: 9:30 am-1:30 pm: Western New York Church at AC
10:00 am: Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV
10:00 am: Worship and Communion

1:00 pm: Ray of Hope at AC

Deacons: 8/17: Martin Troutman; 8/24: Barbara Walter
Ushers: 8/17: Marissa Vahue & Todd Vahue; 8/24: Robin Miano & Richard Riddoch

Prayer List: In our congregational and extended family: Elaine Masman; Pastor Ray Clifton; John
Cole (in need of a kidney donor and a friend of Andrea_Jarvis); Lavon Amos; Cindy Milazzo
Schwartz; Marian Coco Reilly; David Schunak; Kate Kopasz and Lynda LoTempio (Phyllis
Campbell’s nieces); Sylvia McLaughlin; Julia Jarvis (Andrea Jarvis’ daughter); Sue Epstein

Prayer List: Shut-Ins (* indicates new names or changes added this week)

Neal DelLeo: Greenfield Manor, #D127, 5958 Broadway, Lancaster, NY 14086

John Hornung: Brothers of Mercy, 10570 Bergtold Road, Clarence, NY 14031

Jan Isaacs: 6 Bush Gardens, Three Rod Road, Alden, NY 14004

Joan Maefs: Solstice, 6363 Transit Road, #136, East Amherst, NY 14051

Elaine Masman: Heathwood Assisted Living, 815 Hopkins, Room 251, Willlamswille, NY 14221
Dorothy Menth: Elderwood at Basset Park, 245 Bassett Road, #54, Willhamswville, NY 14221
Wilma Nantka: Fredoma Place, 201 Reist Street, #238, Wilhamswville, NY 14221

Charles Scofield: Fredoma Place, 201 Reist Street, #228, Wilhamsville, NY 14221

Ira Striejewske: 48 Cornell Avenue, Eggertsville, NY

David Wollf: Solstice, 6363 Transit Road, #244, East Amherst, NY 14051



PREVIOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS

In-Person Worship: St. Paul’s has two in-person worship services: Saturday evening at 5:00 pm at
the Ambherst Campus, 5125 Main Street, Williamsville, 14221, and Sunday mormning at 10:00 am
at the Fggertsville Campus, 4007 Man Street, Fggertsville, 14220, The Sunday 10:00 amm worship
service 1s also livestreamed on St. Paul’s YouTube page.

Church Unleashed: If you cannot join us for imn-person worship, please continue to worship with
us as Church Unleashed on Sunday mornings at 10:00 amm on WBBZ, Youlube, or Facebook.

Prayer Team Mitustry: Once a week you will recerve an emarl with a list of people to pray for and
specific requests for that person. We ask that you commit to praying for the names on the emaril.
If you'd like to join us, please contact Cody at: Codyv@stpaulseggertsville.com

Daily Bread Food Truck: The 2025 Monday Meal Share 1s underway each Monday from 4:1-
2:19 pm. If you are mterested m volunteering or donating, contact the office at 710-835-0407 or
dailybread4007 @gmail.com.

NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS

Tigers Den Food Pantry: The Food Pantry is open to anyone in need in zip code 14220, is
associated with St. Paul’s Amherst Campus, or by referral. In order to abide by FeedMore
requirements, the pantry days for August have changed. The pantry will be open Saturday 8/23
from 9:00 am-12:30 pm; and Thursday 8/28 from 3:00-6:30 pm. Donations for August are:
paper towels and coftee.

WE HAVE BEEN UPGRADING
OUR EMAILSYSTEM.
IF YOUHAVE BEEN HAVING
TROUBLE RECEIVING OUR




WALK & TALKS

WITH STEVE AND KRISTEN

Remember your old walkie talkie? | always had fun with mine for
about five minutes. Because it would go all crackly and | couldn’t
understand what my friend was saying and we’d give up because
the connection wasn't clear enough. So, forget the walkie talkie, and
the rotary phone, and facebook messages, and the text messages
and let’s meet up FACE TO FACE! Steve and | have both blocked out
time through June, July and August to host “Walk & Talks". You can
ask office@stpaulseggertsville.com for a link to our calendars and
sign up for a time to go on a 45 minute walk (or run if you're with
Steve). There are multiple weekday and weekend options, and you
can go for a one-on-one or small group. Let’s connect with one
another, the neighborhood, and God, without the crackly
connections. Over and out.

EMAIL OFFICE@STPAULSEGGERTSVILLE.COM FOR MORE INFORMATION!

WALK & TALKS

WITH STEVE AND KRISTEN
Dates & Times of Walk & Talks Available:

Steve Kristen

AUGUST 16-9 AM AUGUST 11- 6 PM

AUGUST 19-11 AM AUGUST 13- 12 PM

AUGUST 26-11 AM AUGUST 22-10 AM
AUGUST 25- 6 PM

EMAIL OFFICE@STPAULSEGGERTSVILLE.COM FOR MORE INFORMATION!




+ 8St. Paul’s Mission +
To empower others with the Good News of Jesus Christ.
We do that by: Seeking Connections, Enriching Faith, Nourishing Lives,
and Demonstrating Love i God’s Name.

St. Paul’s Congregation Council

President: Robert Simpson
Vice-President: 1im _Johnson
1 reasurer: William Niblock
Secretary: Scott Vahue
Bob Brown  David Dahlberg  Susan Epstein
Sara Hannon  Janet Schmidt  Vanessa Solomon — Barbara Walter

Pastoral Leaders
Steve Biegner (710-868-1232 - cell); Email: steve @stpaulseggertsville.com
Kristen Arends: (710-481-8728 - cell); Email: kristen@stpaulseggertsville.com

Directors of Music: Paul H. Storfer (SPEC) and Adam Schmidt (AC)
Christian Education Coordinator: June Piette: scs@stpaulseggertsvile.com
Youth Mimistry: Jordan Dywan: youth@stpaulseggrtsville.com
Digital Ministry: Andrew Gruszka

Faciliies Manager: Jefl Stein

Church Office Staff
Cody Almeter and Adrienne Leary

E-mail: office@stpaulseggertsville.com
Telephone: (716) 835-0407

Website: www.stpaulseggertsville.com

St. Paul’s Fggertsville Campus St. Paul’s Amherst Campus
4007 Main Street I125 Main Street
Fggertsville, NY 14220 Wilhamsville, NY 14221

Worship Service: Sundays at 10:00 am Worship Service: Saturdays at 5:00 pm



