15th Saturday

after Pentecost

September 20, 2025
2:00 pm
St. Paul’s Amherst Campus



Welcome to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Amberst Campus
15th Saturday after Pentecost
September 20, 2025

Musician: Adam Schmidt

Confession and Forgiveness

Wefe&m&%ﬁ Panl's!

We're so glad you're here...

St. Paul's Lutheran Church

Welcome Form

Has your mailing address, email address or
phone number recently changed?

We are in the process of updating the Church
Directory and would love to include your new
information!

Scan the QR code above to get started!

P Blessed be God, the Holy Trimty + the giver of all good, the source of all joy.

Let us confess our sin i the presence of God and of one another.

C God of all, You have given us all that we need and you ask that we share your
abundance. We confess that we have not responded to your call to be open
channels of your grace. We clench our fists when you ask for open hands; we
close our minds when you ask for grace toward our neighbors. Open our
hearts to live in the abundance of your creation; loosen our grip and restore
our souls, that we may freely give and receive. Amen.

P  Beloved in Christ, God makes all things new. In the name of Christ, + you are
forgiven. Your hearts are unlocked; your grasping 1s unbound. You are free to

live as flowing streams of God’s abundant grace.

C Amen



Gathering Hymn: TFF 220

What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine

Leaning on the Everlasting Arms
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1 What a fel - low-ship, what a  joy di-vine, lean - ing on the ev - er-
2 Oh, how sweetto walk in this pil-grim way, lean - ing on the ev - er-
3 What have 1| to dread,what have 1 to fear, lean - ing on the ev - er-
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last-ing arms; what a bless - ed-ness, what a peace is mine,
last-ing arms; oh, how bright the path grows from day to day,
last-ing arms? I have bless - ed peace with my Lord so near,
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lean - ing on the ev - er - last - ing arms.
lean - ing on the ev - er - last - ing arms.
lean - ing on the ev - er - last - ing arms.
Refrain
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Lean - ing, lean - 1ing, safe and se-cure from all a - larms;
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lean - ing, lean - 1ng, lean-ing on the ev-er - last - ing arms.

Text: Elisha A. Hoffman, 1839-1929
Music: SHOWALTER, Anthony J. Showalter, 1858-1924

Apostolic Greeting
P The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of

the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C  And also with you.



Prayer of the Day

P God among us, we gather 1in the name of your Son to learn love for one
another. Keep our feet from evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom and
our hearts to the grace revealed 1n your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and

Lord.
C Amen
Praise Hymn: ELW 849

Yours, Lord, Is the Glory

Dy |
: - |
(AL - P
A\I ©
J
Tu - ya es la glo - ria, la hon - ra tam - bién;

1 Yours, Lord, is the glo - ry, and hon - or as well;

2 Yours, Lord, the do-min - 10ns, and pow - er as well;

3 To you I sur-ren - der my be - ing, my life;

4 Glo - ry in the high - est, and on earth as well.
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w - ya pa - ra siem - pre. A - mén, a - mén.
yours, Lord, now and al - ways.
yours, Lord, now and al - ways. A
all, Lord, I sur-ren - der. - men, a - men.
Glo - ry, al - le - lu - ia.

2 Tuyos los dominios, 3 Atiyo me rindo, 4 Gloria en las alturas
los tronos también; te_adoro también, y_enla tierra también;
fuyos para siempre. amo absoluto. gloria aleluya.

Amén, amén. Amén, amén. Amén, amén.

Text: Traditional; tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923
Music: TUYA ES LA GLORIA, traditional
English text © 1998 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



First Reading: 1 Timothy 2:1-7

1he pastoral epistles offer insight mto how early Christians understood many
practical matters, such as church administration and worship. The church’s focused
prayer for others 1s an expression of the single-minded passion God has toward us in
Jesus.

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and
thanksgivings be made for everyone, for kings and all who are i high positions, so
that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life n all godliness and dignity. This 1s right
and acceptable before God our Savior, who desires everyone to be saved and to
come to the knowledge of the truth. For there 1s one God; there 1s also one mediator
between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, who gave himself a
ransom for all—this was attested at the right time. For this I was appointed a herald
and an apostle (I am telling the truth; I am not lying), a teacher of the gentiles n faith
and truth.

A This 1s the Word of the Lord
C  Thanks be to God.

Psalm 113 (read responsively)
The LORD lifts up the poor from the ashes. (Ps. 113:7)

Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants of the LLORD; praise the name of the
LORD.

Let the name of the LORD be blessed, from this time forth forevermore.
From the rising of the sun to its going down let the name of the LORD be
praised.

The LORD is high above all nations; God’s glory above the heavens.

Who 1s like the LORD our God, who sits enthroned on high,

but stoops to behold the heavens and the earth?

The LLORD takes up the weak out of the dust and lifts up the poor from the
ashes,

enthroning them with the rulers, with the rulers of the people.

The LORD makes the woman of a childless house to be a joytul mother of
children. Hallelujah!

This 1s the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Hymn: ELW 174

Gospel Acclamation
Celtic Alleluia
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Al - le - lu - a, al - le - lu - 1.

Verses may be sung by a leader. Then the alleluia is repeated.

Music: Fintan O'Carroll and Christopher Walker
Music © 1985 Fintan O'Carroll and Christopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications, Inc. 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

P The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 16th Chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Luke 16:1-13

Jesus tells the curious story of a dishonest manager who cheats his employer and
then 1s commended by him for having acted so shrewdly. Jesus wonders why his
own followers are less creative and diligent in therr stewardship given that they are
managers of a far more valuable household.

Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager,
and charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his property. So he
summoned him and said to him, “What 1s this that I hear about you? Give me an
accounting of your management because you cannot be my manager any longer.’
Then the manager said to himself, “What will I do, now that my master 1s taking the
position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. I
have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may
welcome me mto their homes.” So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he



asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’” He answered, ‘A hundred jugs
of olive o1l.” He said to him, “Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make 1t fifty.’
Then he asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred
contamners of wheat.” He said to him, “Take your bill and make it eighty.” And his
master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly, for the
children of this age are more shrewd n dealing with their own generation than are
the children of hight. And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of
dishonest wealth so that when 1t 1s gone they may welcome you mto the eternal
homes.

“Whoever 1s faithful in a very little 1s faithful also in much, and whoever 1s
dishonest m a very little 1s dishonest also in much. If, then, you have not been
faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? And if you
have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what 1s your
own? No slave can serve two masters, for a slave will either hate the one and love the

other or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and
wealth.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon




Sermon Hymn: LBW 406

Take My Life, That I May Be
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1 Take my life, that I may be con-se- crat-ed, Lord, to thee;
2 Take my hands and let them move at the im-pulse of thy love;
3 Take my voice and let me sing al-ways,on - 1ly, for my King;
4 Take my sil - ver and my gold, not a mite would I  with - hold;
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take my mo-ments and my days;

let them flow in cease-less praise.

take my feet and let them be swift and beau - 1 - ful for thee.
take my lips and let them be filled with mes - sag - es from thee.
take my in - tel - lect, and use ev - Tty powr as thou shalt choose.

5 Take my will and make it thine; 6 Take my love; my Lord, I pour

it shall be no longer mine.
Take my heart, it is thine own;
it shall be thy royal throne.

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt.
Music: Parmos, William H. Havergal, 1793-1870

Apostle’s Creed
P With the whole church, let us confess our faith together:

C Ibelieve in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin

at thy feet its treasure store;
take myself, and I will be
ever, only, all for thee.

Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He
ascended 1nto heaven, and 1s seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again to judge the hiving and the dead.

I believe 1n the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the Life
everlasting. Amen



Prayers of the Church
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Gracious God, we come to you 1n prayer for the church, the world, and all in
need. (Please be seated.)

O God, teach your church to act in solidarity with the poor, frustrating the
efforts of those who trample on the needy and practicing justice in our own life
and community. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Almighty Creator, we pray for an end to the misuse of the earth and its
resources, that all people may benefit from your abundant gifts and that our
stewardship of creation would be marked by justice and sustainability. God of
grace,

recelve our prayer.

Holy One, embolden elected leaders to pursue policies of economic justice for
the benefit of all, especially those who are most vulnerable and marginalized.
Persuade them by your example of generosity and compassion. God of grace,

recelve our prayer.

Compassionate God, we pray for all facing illness, those near death, or those
grieving the loss of loved ones, especially the people on our Prayer Lists and
Prayer Chain, and those we name before you now, either silently or aloud.
May they find comfort and strength i your love. Prepare us to surround them
with your healing care. God of grace,

receive our Prayer.

God of love, motivate our congregation to enact economic justice through
tangible action, prioritizing the needs of our community and sharing resources
generously through our outreach and justice ministries. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Gracious God, we give thanks for the saints who now join the heavenly chorus
1 praising your name. Lift us up from the dust of grief and remind us of your
promise of new life. God of grace,

receive our Praye€r.

We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our
redeemer and friend.

Amen.



Ways to Give to St. Paul’s:
Options you can use to continue tithing to St. Paul’s:

 In-Person Worship: Continue to put QR Code:

your envelopes and cash in the plate

.« Giving by Mail: Please mail your donations
payable to St. Paul’s, 4007 Main Street,
Eggertsville, NY 14226

« Online: The St. Paul’s website contains
a link to Online Giving. The website 1s:
https://stpaulseggertsville.com/online-giving/

Offering Hymn: WOV Page 35
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and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.



Offering Prayer

P Let us pray.

C  Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is
plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor.
May the gifts we offer here and in our planned giving be used for the good of
all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen

Dialogue and Preface

P  The Lord be with you.

C  And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C  We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C  Itis night to give God thanks and praise.

P Itis indeed right and proper that we should at all imes and 1n all places, offer

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and speak their unending hymn:

Sanctus (spoken)

C  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution

P In the might in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and

gave thanks; broke 1t, and gave 1t to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this 1s
my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saymg: This cup 1s the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.



Lord’s Prayer

P Gathered mto one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

C  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

Holy Communion at St. Paul'’s: celebrated every time we gather, and is open to all.
Please approach by the center aisle, receive the bread and the wine, and return to
your seat via the side aisle. Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available. Simply
request it from the Assisting Minister holding the wine. Children are welcome!
1hose who recerve elsewhere may recerve here. Children who do not yet recerve
may come for a blessing. If yvou have difficulty walking, communion will be brought

to you at your seat.

Commumion Hymn: WOV Page 39
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Distribution Hymn: W&P 146



Communion Blessing

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
i his grace.

C Amen.

Prayer After Communion

P O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be
your servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in
need. We ask this i Jesus’ name.

C Amen.

Benediction

P And now as you go on your way, may our Lord Jesus go with you. May he go
before you to show you the way, behind you to encourage you, beside you to
be your friend, above you to watch over you, and within you to give you peace.
Go today celebrating in the name of the Father, the + Son, and the Holy
Spint, and all God’s children said...

C Amen

Closing Hymn: TFF 153 (on the following page)

Dismissal
P Gon peace. Live by the Spint.
C  Thanks be to God.



Guide My Feet
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1 Guide my feet
2 Hold my hand
3 Stand by me while I run this race.
4 I'm your child
5 Search my heart
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Guide my feet
Hold my hand
Stand by me while 1 race.
I'm your child
Search my heart
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Guide my feet
Hold my hand
Stand by me while 1 this race,
I'm your child
Search my heart
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for 1 don’t want to run this race in vain.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: GUIDE MY FEET, African American spiritual



ANNOUNCEMENTS
What’s Happening This Week at St. Paul’s: September 21-28, 2025
*Unless otherwise noted, all activities will take place at the Eggertsville Campus ™

Sunday: 9:00-9:45 am: Adult Forum
9:30 am-1:30 pm: Western New York Church at AC
10:00 am: Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV
10:00 am: Worship, Communion, and Sunday School
10:45 am: Following Worship: Congregational Meeting to vote on sale price and buyer
for Amherst Campus building:
1:00 pm: Ray of Hope at AC
5:00-8:00 pm: Youth Night
Monday: 4:15 pm: Daily Bread Food Truck Meal Share
5:30-9:30 pm: Straight Pepper Diet Meeting at AC
7:00-8:30 pm: Waiting in Hope Meeting
Tuesday: 10:00 am: Bible Study
12:00 pm: 200th Anniversary Committee Meeting
5:00-6:30 pm: We Can No Longer Blame Others (NA)
7:00 pm: Lutheran Chorale
Wednesday: 6:30-8:30 pm: Ray of Hope Prayer Group at AC
8:00 pm: AA Meeting
Thursday: No Events Planned
Friday: No Events Planned
Saturday:  9:00 am-12:30 pm: Tiger’s Den Food Pantry Open
9:00 am-3:00 pm: Peniel Haiian Church at AC
5:00 pm: Worship and Communion at AC
Sunday: 9:00-9:45 am: Adult Forum
9:30 am-1:30 pm: Western New York Church at AC
10:00 am: Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV
10:00 am: Worship, Communion, and Sunday School
12:00 pm: Peniel Haitian Church Wedding followed by Reception in Parish Hall
1:00 pm: Ray of Hope at AC

Prayer List: In our congregational and extended family: Carol Geis; Joyce Chace; Elaine Masman;
Pastor Ray Clifion; John Cole (in need of a kidney donor and a friend of Andrea Jarvis); Lavon
Amos; Cindy Milazzo Schwartz; Marian Coco Rellly; David Schunak; Kate Kopasz and Lynda
LoTempro (Phyllis Campbell’s nieces); Svivia McLaughlin; Julia Jarvis (Andrea Jarvis’ daughter); Sue
Epsten

Prayer List: Shut-Ins (* indicates new names or changes added this week)

Neal Del.eo: Greenfield Manor, #1127, 5958 Broadway, Lancaster, NY 14086

John Hornung: Brothers of Mercy, 10570 Bergtold Road, Clarence, NY 14031

Jan Isaacs: 6 Bush Gardens, Three Rod Road, Alden, NY 14004

Joan Maefs: Solstice, 6363 Transit Road, #136, East Amherst, NY 14051

Elamme Masman: Heathwood Assisted Living, 815 Hopkins, Room 251, Williamsville, NY 14221
Dorothy Menth: Elderwood at Basset Park, 245 Bassett Road, #54, Wilhamsville, NY 14221



Wilma Nantka: Fredoma Place, 201 Reist Street, #238, Wilhamsville, NY 14221
Charles Scofield: Fredonia Place, 201 Reist Street, #228, Wilhamsville, NY 14221
Ira Striejewske: 48 Cornell Avenue, Eggertsville, NY 14226

David Wolf: Solstice, 6363 Transit Road, #244, East Amherst, NY 14051

PREVIOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS

In-Person Worship: St. Paul’s has two i-person worship services: Saturday evening at 5:00 pm
at the Amherst Campus, 5125 Main Street, Willlamsville, 14221, and Sunday morning at 10:00
am at the Fggertsville Campus, 4007 Main Street, Fggertsville, 14220, The Sunday 10:00 am
worship service 1s also livestreamed on St. Paul’s YouTube page.

Church Unleashed: If you cannot join us for in-person worship, please continue to worship with
us as Church Unleashed on Sunday mormings at 10:00 am on WBBZ, Youlube, or Facebook.

Prayer Team Ministry: Once a week you will receive an email with a list of people to pray for
and specific requests for that person. We ask that you commit to praying for the names on the
email. If you'd like to join us, please contact Cody at: Cody@stpaulseggertsville.com

Daily Bread Food Truck: The 2025 Monday Meal Share is underway each Monday from 4:15-
2:15 pm. If you are mterested m volunteering or donating, contact the office at 710-835-0407 or

dailybread4007 @gmail.com.
NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS

Tigers Den Food Pantry: The Food Pantry is open to anyone in need in zip code 14220, 1s
associated with St. Paul’s Amherst Campus, or by referral. The remaining pantry hours for
September are: Saturday 9/27 from 9:00 am-12:30 pm. Donations for September: juice boxes
and canned pineapple.

CONGREGATIONAL

MEETING

A Congregational Meeting
will be held on:

Sunday, September 21

(following the 10:00 am
worship service)

to vote
on the sale price and buyer
of the Amherst Campus.
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+ 8t. Paul’s Mission +
1o empower others with the Good News of Jesus Christ.
We do that by: Seeking Connections, Enriching Faith, Nourishing Lives,
and Demonstrating Love in God’s Name.

St. Paul’s Congregation Council

President: Robert Simpson
Vice-President: Tim_Johnson
Treasurer: William Niblock
Secretary: Scott Vahue
Bob Brown  David Dahlberg  Susan Epstern
Sara Hannon  _Janet Schnudt  Vanessa Solomon — Barbara Walter

Pastors
Steve Biegner (710-808-1232 - cell); Emalil: steve@stpaulseggertsville.com
Kristen Arends: Email: kristen@stpaulseggertsville.com

Directors of Music: Paul H. Storfer (SPEC) and Adam Schmidt (AC)
Christian Education Coordinator: June Piette: scs@stpaulseggertsvlle.com
Youth Ministry: Jordan Dywan: youth@stpaulseggrtsville.com
Digital Ministry: Andrew Gruszka

Faciliies Manager: Jefl Stein

Church Office Staff
Cody Almeter and Adrienne Leary
FE-mail: office @stpaulseggertsville.com
1Telephone: (716) 835-0407

Website: www.stpaulseggertsville.com

St. Paul’s Fggertsville Campus St. Paul’s Amherst Campus
4007 Mamn Street J125 Main Street
Fegertsville, NY 14226 Williamsville, NY 14221

Worship Service: Sundays at 10:00 amn Worship Service: Saturdays at 5:00 pm



