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Guest Musician: Billy Brandau

Do you have:

Prayer requests?

A need to speak to a Pastor?
Questions about joining St. Paul’s?

For this and more,

your needs with us!

Conlfession and Forgiveness

(Please stand 1f you are able.)

p

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
Savior, Prince of Peace.

Amen.

Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness, let us confess our sin.
Reconciling God,

we yearn for your presence to transform our grief, pain, and despair. We
confess that we have not always prepared room in our hearts for your love;
we have not always recognized your presence among us; we have not always
embraced your message of peace. We confess our failure to make room for
those seeking refuge; and our reluctance to embody your good news. Be born
in us today and teach us to sing the joyful song of your salvation. Amen.

God’s grace upon grace flows over you. * Christ’s presence redeems the
whole creation. Your sins are forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad!

Amen.



Opening Hymn: WOV 690

Shall We Gather at the River
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1 Shall we gath-er at the riv-er, where bright an - gel feet have trod,
2 On the mar-gin of the riv-er, wash - ing up 1its sil - ver spray,
3 Ere we reach the shin-ing riv-er, lay we ev-’ry bur-den down;
4 Soon we’ll reach the shin-ing riv-er, soon our pil-grim-age will cease;
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with its crys-tal tide for-ev - er flow-ing by the throne of God?
we  will walk and wor -ship ev - er, all the hap-py gold-en  day.
grace our spir-its will de-liv - er, and pro-vide a robe and crown.
soon our hap - py hearts will quiv - er with the mel-o - dy of peace.
Refrain
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Yes, we’ll gath-er at the riv-er, the beau-ti-ful, the beau-ti-ful riv - er;
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gath-er with the saints at the riv - er that flows by the throne of God.

Text: Robert Lowry, 1826—1899
Music: HANSON PLACE, Robert Lowry

Apostolic Greeting

P The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C  And also with you.



Prayer of the Day

P O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a
star. Lead us now by faith to know your presence m our lives, and bring us at
last to the full vision of your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.
Children’s Time

First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6

Jerusalem is assured that nations will make a pilgrimage to her because the light of
God’s presence is in her midst. The bountiful food of the sea and the profits of in-
ternational trade will come streaming to Jerusalem and thereby declare God’s praise.

Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen
upon you. For darkness shall cover the earth and thick darkness the peoples, but the
LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. Nations shall come to
your light and kings to the brightness of your dawn.

Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together; they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried in their
nurses’ arms. Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you; the wealth of the nations
shall come to you. A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of
Midian and Ephabh; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and
frankincense and shall proclaim the praise of the LLORD.

A This 1s the Word of the Lord
C  Thanks be to God.

Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 (read responsively)
All kings shall bow down before him. (Ps. 72:11)

A Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the king’s son;

C that he may rule your people righteously and the poor with justice;

A that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, and the hills, in
righteousness.

C  Lethim defend the needy among the people, rescue the poor, and crush the
Oppressor.
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May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, from one generation to
another.

Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, like showers that water the
earth.

In his ime may the righteous flourish; and let there be an abundance of peace
till the moon shall be no more.

May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute, and the kings of Sheba
and Seba offer gifts.

May all kings bow down before him, and all the nations do him service.

For the king delivers the poor who cry out in distress, the oppressed, and
those who have no helper.

He has compassion on the lowly and poor, and preserves the hives of the
needy.

From oppression and violence he redeems their lives, and precious 1s their
blood m his sight.

This 1s the Word of the Lord

Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation
Celtic Alleluia
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Verses may be sung by a leader. Then the alleluia is repeated.

Music: Fintan O'Carroll and Christopher Walker

Music © 1985 Fintan O'Carroll and Christopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications, Inc. 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the Second Chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12
God’s promise shines bright in the night as magi follow a star to honor a new king.
Strangers from a faraway land, they welcome the long-awaited messiah of Israel.

In the ttime of King Herod, after Jesus was born i Bethlehem of Judea, magi
from the east came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where 1s the child who has been born
king of the Jews? For we observed his star in the east and have come to pay him
homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with
him, and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired
of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea,
for so 1t has been written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, 1n the land of
Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah, for from you shall come a
ruler who 1s to shepherd my people Israel.” ”

Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact
time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go
and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word so
that I may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set
out, and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen 1 the east, until 1t
stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child
with Mary his mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening
their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And
having been warned 1n a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own
country by another road.

P This s the Gospel of the Lord.
C  Prasse to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Hymn of the Day: TFF 63
We Are Marching in the Light of God
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we are march-ing in the light of God.
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we are march-ing in  the light of God.

Additional stanzas ad lib.:
We are dancing ...
We are praying ...
We are singing ...



Apostle’s Creed

A
C

Together we say what we believe using the words of the Apostle’s Creed:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe 1n Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen

Prayer’s of the Church

A

>

>

>

Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church,
creation, and all who are 1 need. (Please kneel or sit as you are able.)

Repairer of the breach, you separate us from our sin and unite us with one
another. Heal the animosity in our hearts, and bind us together in love. Hear

us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Author of life, you sent your spirit over the waters, your breath into your
children, and guiding stars across the sky. Awaken us to the plight of the
planet and send us to care for your creation. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Light that leads the way, you make yourself known to the nations. Illuminate

just paths and guide leaders 1n the church and the world m your holy will.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Voice of the silenced, you cast the mighty from their thrones and fill the
hungry with good things. Grant those 1n need the courage to demand equality
and those with abundance the wisdom to share. Respond to any who call out
in need this day, especially the people on our Prayer Lists and Prayer Chain,
and those we name before you now either silently or aloud. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



A Proclaimer of promises, you raise up prophets and messengers in the places
we least expect. Equip us to listen well to those who bring both good news

and painful truths. Hear us, O God.
C  Your mercy is great.

>

Redeemer of the saints, you gift us with many people throughout our lives

who pomt the way to you. We give you thanks for the recently departed and

all who have loved us. Hear us, O God.
C  Your mercy is great.

With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you,

O God, trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus

A
Christ our Savior.
C Amen.
Offering Music and Prayer

Ways to Give to St. Paul’s:

Options you can use to continue tithing to St. Paul’s:

« In-Person Worship: Continue to put
your envelopes and cash in the plate

« Giving by Mail: Please mail your donations
payable to St. Paul’s, 4007 Main Street,
EFggertsville, NY 14226

« Online: The St. Paul’s website contains
a link to Online Giving. The website 1s:
https://stpaulseggertsville.com/online-giving/

QR Code:

Offering Prayer
P Let us pray,

C  God of glory, great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings

you bestow. Use us and these gifts we offer today and in our planned giving
for the needs of the world, through Christ our Savior. Amen.




Dialogue and Preface
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The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It 1s indeed right and proper that we should at all times and 1n all places, offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and speak their unending hymn:

Sanctus (spoken)

C  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution

P In the might in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and

gave thanks; broke 1t, and gave 1t to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this 1s
my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave 1t for all to drink,
sayig: This cup 1s the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.



Lord’s Prayer
P Gathered mto one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

C  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

Holy Communion at St. Paul’s: celebrated every time we gather, and 1s open to all.
Please approach by the center aisle, recerve the bread and the wine, and return to
your seat via the side aisle. Gluten-free walers and grape juice are available. Simply
request it from the Assisting Minister holding the wine. Children are welcome!
1hose who recerve elsewhere may recerve here. Children who do not yet recerve
may come for a blessing. If vou have difficulty walking, communion will be brought
to you at your seat.

Communion Blessing

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
mn his grace.

C Amen.

Prayer After Communion

P God of open horizons and open roads, like the Magi so many years ago, we
are here, seeking you. Step by step, we have wandered into this space with the
hope of feeling you in our midst. Step by step, you have claimed us, loved us,
and fed us. Today we have drawn star words. For some, these words are full of
meaning, challenge, and mvitation already. For others, these words are a blank
canvas—Iinviting you mnto our lives. So as a new year dawns, we pray that just as
you have spoken to the generations before us, you would speak to us again.
Allow us to use these star words as a tool that might help us hear you more
clearly. May they guide us, as the star guided the Magi. And m a year, may we
find ourselves here, together again, with mouths full of praise for the ways in
which you have been present with us. Together we pray, with the saints before
us.

C Amen.



Benediction

And now as you go on your way, may the Lord go with you. May he go before
you to show you the way, behind you to encourage you, beside you to be your
friend, above you to watch over you, and within you to give you peace. Go
today celebrating in the name of the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spurit,

P

and all God’s children said...
C Amen
Closing Hymn: LBW 90

Songs of Thankfulness and Praise
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Songs of thank-ful - ness and praise,

Je - sus, Lord, to

thee we raise;

Man - 1 - fest at  Jor-dan’s stream, Proph-et, Priest,and King su-preme;
Man - 1 - fest in mak - ing whole pal - sied limbs and faint-ing soul;
Grant us grace to see thee, Lord, pres-ent in thy ho - ly word;
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man -1 - fest-ed by the star to the sa-ges from a - far,
and at Ca-na wed-ding guest in thy God-head man -1 - fest;
man -1 - fest in  val - iant fight, quell-ing all the dev-il’s might;
grace to im - 1 - tate thee now and be pure, as pure art thou;
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branch of roy - al Da-vid’s stem in thybirth at Beth-le - hem:
man - 1 - fest in pow’r di - vine, chang-ing wa -ter in - to wine;
man - 1 - fest in  gra-cious will, ev - er bring-ing good from ill:
that we might be - come like thee at  thy great ¢ - piph-a - ny,

N 4 .

\/ # I

(ot ; :

\.jj "
an-thems be  to  thee ad-dressed,
an - thems be to thee ad-dressed, God in flesh d -
an-thems be  to  thee ad-dressed, 0C¢ 1 llesh made man-1 - fest.
and may praise thee, ev - er blest,

Sharing the Peace and Sending
P Go m peace to serve the Lord!

C  Thanks be to God.



ANNOUNCEMENTS
What's Happening This Week at St. Paul’s: January 11-18, 2026

“Unless otherwise noted, all activities will take place at the Eggertsville Campus™

Sunday: 9:00-9:45 am: Adult Forum
9:30 am-1:30 pm: Western New York Church at AC
10:00 am: Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV
10:00 am: Worship, Communion, and Sunday School
1:00-4:00 pm: Confirmation Class at St. Paul’s Eggertsville
1:00 pm: Ray of Hope at AC
Monday: 4:15 pm: Daily Bread Food Truck Meal Share
5:30-9:00 pm: Straight Pepper Diet Meeting at AC
7:00-8:30 pm: Waiting in Hope
Tuesday: 10:00 am: Bible Study
5:00-6:30 pm: We Can No Longer Blame Others (NA)
7:00 pm: Lutheran Chorale
Wednesday: 10:00 am: Comforters Group
6:30-8:30 pm: Ray of Hope Prayer Group at AC
8:00 pm: AA Meeting
Thursday: Church Office closed for software update
3:00-6:30 pm: Tiger’s Den Food Pantry Open
Friday: Church Oftice closed for software update
Saturday:  9:00 am-3:00 pm: Peniel Haittan Church at AC
11:00 am-1:00 pm: Wheels for Workers Potluck
5:00 pm: Worship and Communion at AC
Sunday: 9:00-9:45 am: Adult Forum
9:30 am-1:00 pm: Western New York Church at AC
10:00 am: Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV
10:00 am: Worship, Communion, Sunday School, and Baptism of Jaxon Reed Atzrott
1:00 pm: Ray of Hope at AC

Deacons: 1/11: John Schunak; 1/18: Barbara Walter
Ushers: 1/11: Todd Vahue & Vanessa Solomon; 1/18: Richard Riddoch & Jeff Mols

Prayer List: In our congregational and extended family: Mary Regan (Ken Regan’s mother); Cheryl
Shepker; Maria Neudecker; Eileen Knauth; David Wieczorek; Elaine Masman; Lavon Amos; Cindy
Milazzo Schwartz; David Schunak; Sylvia McLaughlin; Sue Epstein

Prayer List: Shut-Ins (* indicates new names or changes added this week)

Joyce Chace: Brookdale, 6076 Main Street, Wilhlamsville, NY 14221

Neal Del.eo: Greenfield Manor, #1127, 5958 Broadway, Lancaster, NY 14086
John Hornung: Brothers of Mercy, 10570 Bergtold Road, Clarence, NY 14031
Jan Isaacs: 6 Bush Gardens, Three Rod Road, Alden, NY 14004

Joan Maefs: Solstice, 6363 Transit Road, #136, East Amherst, NY 14051

Elamme Masman: Heathwood Assisted Living, 815 Hopkins, Room 251, Williamsville, NY 14221
Wilma Nantka: Fredoma Place, 201 Reist Street, #238, Wilhamswville, NY 14221
Charles Scofield: Fredonia Place, 201 Reist Street, #228, Wilhamsville, NY 14221
Ira Striejewske: 48 Cornell Avenue, Eggertsville, NY 14226

David Wollf: Solstice, 6363 Transit Road, #244, Fast Amherst, NY 14051



PREVIOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS

In-Person Worship: St. Paul’s has two m-person worship services: Saturday evening at 5:00 pm
at the Amherst Campus, 5125 Main Street, Williamsville, 14221, and Sunday morning at 10:00
am at the Fggertsville Campus, 4007 Main Street, Fggertsville, 14226. The Sunday 10:00 am
worship service 1s also livestreamed on St. Paul’s Youlube page.

Church Unleashed: If vou cannot join us for in-person worship, please continue to worship with
us as Church Unleashed on Sunday mornings at 10:00 am on WBBZ, Youlube, or Facebook.

Prayer Team Ministry: Once a week you will receive an email with a list of people to pray for
and specific requests for that person. We ask that you commit to praying for the names on the
email. If you'd like to join us, please contact Cody at: Cody@stpaulseggertsville.com

Daily Bread Food Truck: The 2020 Monday Meal Share 1s underway each Monday from 4:15-
2:19 pm. If you are mterested m volunteering or donating, contact the office at 710-835-0407 or

dailybread4007 @gmail.com.
NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS

Tigers Den Food Pantry: The Food Pantry is open to anyone in need in zip code 14220, 1s
associated with St. Paul’s Amherst Campus, or by referral. The pantry hours for January 2026
are: Saturday 1/24 from 9:00 am-12:30 pm; and Thursdays 1/15 and 1/29 from 3:00-0:30 pm.

Donations for January: toilet paper and paper towels.
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Foy Sugle Ladies - Weleome
Next Meeting: Wednesday, Jan. 21 at 12:00 noon 4
. ) [ January Activity - Chair Yoga!! : \ .
i Marsha C. has arranged with a yoga instructor to come to our

meeting. Please wear comfortable clothes. In the middle of winter,
what a great way to stretch those stiff muscles and joints!

December Recap:: Thank you to Sue Miller for arranging such a fun
Christmas gathering. Thank you to Pastor Kristen in telling us a
modernization of the Mary & Elizabeth story, followed by a Christmas Joy
activity. Afterwards we played silly games, then the opening of the
white elephant gifts. Sue even turned that into a game! There was lovely
music provided by Judi Gersac, lots of laughs and a very good time by all

L - R Marsha, Sue, Tracy, Debby, Try drawing a snowman on top of your head!!
Judi, Sandy, Pastor Kristen
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
4007 Main St Eggertsville, NY 14226
Please bring your own bag lunch and drink.
Dessert will be provided by Tracy Nieman.

Email Joan: keptnerscfari@gmailcom
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Please support the 5th Annual
Snowball Classic by donating a
gift card for the "Wall of Winners"
part of the raffle at the golf
event. Cards can be given to
Michelle Biegner, Sara Hannon,
Cheryl Gillen or either pastor.
Thanks for your support!

5TH “ANNUAL”

SNOWBALL GOLF

CLASSIC

“CHIPPING AWAY AT HUNGER”

THE DOME
8230 WEHRLE DR.-WILLIAMSVILLE-14221
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2026
2 PM SHOTGUN START

JOHNSON
& GHIRSIG

$400/FOURSOME-MEAL & 2 DRINK TICKETS INCLUDED
TO REGISTER: DAILYBREADFOODTRUCK.COM




+ 8t. Paul’s Mission +
1o empower others with the Good News of Jesus Christ.
We do that by: Seeking Connections, Enriching Faith, Nourishing Lives,
and Demonstrating Love in God’s Name.

St. Paul’s Congregation Council

President: Robert Simpson
Vice-President: Tim _Johnson
Treasurer: William Niblock
Secretary: Janet Schmudt
Bob Brown  David Dahlberg  Susan Epstein
Sara Hannon Vanessa Solomon  Scott Vahue — Barbara Walter

Pastoral Leaders
Steve Biegner (710-808-1232 - cell); Emalil: steve@stpaulseggertsville.com
Kristen Arends: (710-481-8728 - cell); Email: kristen@stpaulseggertsville.com

Directors of Music: Paul H. Storfer (SPEC) and Adam Schmidt (AC)
Christian Education Coordinator: June Piette; Email: scs@stpaulseggertsville.com
Youth Mimistry: Jordan Dywan; Email: youth@stpaulseggertsville.com
Digital Ministry: Andrew Gruszka

Facilities Manager: Jeft Stein

Church Office Staff
Cody Almeter and Adrienne Leary
FE-mail: office@stpaulseggertsville.com
1Telephone: (716) 835-0407

Website: www.stpaulseggertsville.com

St. Paul’s Fggertsville Campus St. Paul’s Amherst Campus
4007 Mamn Street 125 Main Street
Fggertsville, NY 14226 Williamsville, NY 14221

Worship Service: Sundays at 10:00 am Worship Service: Saturdays at 5:00 pm



