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Pastoral Message

On the early side of the possible start dates, Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on
February 18th! And with all that’s going on in the world, we need some good news.

So this year our theme is: “Tell Me Something Good!”
Lent was originally a season for new converts to learn and prepare for their
baptism on Easter. During that time, they would study what was central to

Christianity. So in Lent this year, we want to focus on what was central to Jesus’ life
and ministry: radical welcome, love for neighbor, care for the vulnerable, nourish-
ment for the hungry, nonviolence in the face of injustice. At the heart of Jesus’
teachings, we find liberation, love, mercy, and grace—all of which are meant to be
very good news for us all.

Jesus’ words are easily distorted and sanitized in our modern world. Following
Jesus leads to a richer, more expansive life, but it’s not necessarily comfortable.

Jesus’ ministry can be described as “radical” which comes from the Latin word
“radicalis,” meaning “root” or “ground.” Therefore, the good news should bring us
back to our roots. Emulating Jesus and embodying his teachings should ground us

in who God created us to be. Can we be “good news” people in a world too often
burdened by bad news?

This Lent, let us remember that the good news really is good news. It is joyful—like
fine wine saved for celebration. It grows like a mustard seed and smells like

perfume poured from an alabaster jar. It tastes like bread passed endlessly through
a hungry crowd. It sounds like laughter and feels like mercy. The good news is alive
in the world.

St. Paul’s is a congregation of the Niagara Frontier Conference of the Upstate New York Synod

Of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA)




Pastoral Message (continued)

We hope this Lenten time will provide fertile ground for conversation and worship,
rooting our hearts and lives in the expansive goodness of God. This Lent, let the
teachings of Jesus lead us forward. May the good news inspire us to take action in a
world desperate to hear, see, and taste what is good.

Still in One Peace,
PS and PK

Exciting Building Update

St. Paul’s Ministry Expansion Update for February:

We, as God'’s church, are called to reach beyond ourselves with the good news of

Jesus Christ. But how does an almost 200-year old church do that in a historic

district... on the edge of a city... in a digital age... in a culture of church decline.
Simple: we create more space for God to work to feed those in need, build

relationships with our community, create new opportunities for conversations and
make more room for different worship experiences.

OK, maybe not that simple. But definitely doable!
Our current needs for our community and church are fourfold:

1.) More afternoon/evening space and opportunities for people who are battling
food insecurity to get support and also build relationships with others so they
know they are not alone on this journey.
2.)New space in Eggertsville where people can come together in the mornings for
conversation, coffee and connection to others that live in the neighborhood.
3.) Sunday morning space where we can come early and stay later to have deeper
conversations and give one another support over coffee and food.
4.) New space to have a non-traditional worship experience for people that are

uncomfortable going to traditional church.
So what should we call this?

Let’s step back to get a better idea.
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Exciting Building Update (continued)

In 1832, just five years after St. Paul’s was founded, Christian Eggert (yes, the guy from
the Ville name) built a home on the corner of Main and Eggert (where the plaza is
now). Starting in the 1850’s, the structure served as the local tavern, the neighborhood
inn, the post office, the butcher shop and local store. It was torn down in 1960. But for
over 100 years, it was the place where Eggertsville gathered, came together, and shared
life. It was called: the Eggertsville House.

After praying through this with our leadership and consulting attorneys to capture the
name, we would like to reclaim that name for this neighborhood and through the four
points above, recreate The Eggertsville House at 4007 Main St in between our sanctu-
ary and Olin House.

Brunners has the Tavern covered. We're doing housing through the Kahle and Olin
Houses, but this new Eggertsville House will allow us to reach more deeply into this
end of Amherst with God’s good news, food for the hungry, relationships for the lonely,
direction for those lost and hopefully be the place where Eggertsville gathers.

Here’s a couple updates on the process:

A.) The congregation will have to vote in late spring before we can make everything
official.
B.) The architect is putting more plans together and putting the concept out to bid
so we can come to the church with a fairly sound cost.
C.) The Town of Amherst is in process of approving the addition with some plan
modifications that are being worked out. In fact, you may see updates in the
minutes of the Town Planning Board meetings.
D.) In the weeks ahead, we will ask you to be a part of several teams: Communica-
tions (internal); Marketing (external); Exterior design; Interior design; Program-
ming/Daily Bread expansion. We hope that when asked, you'll consider serving
on one of these important short-term teams.

We’'ll have more updates in the days, weeks and months ahead on the exciting plans for
The Eggertsville House. But if you have questions, please email Council or pastors so
we can answer those for you.

Simple right? Maybe not. But doable! So let’s reach beyond ourselves.

Still in One Peace,

PS
—________________________________________________________________________________________|
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Daily Bread Food Truck

#DAIN Briad

FOOD TRUCK AND MISSION

This past December, Steven'’s Spirit of Giving Inc. charitable organization was
honored to donate 147 Chili dinners through the Daily Bread Food Truck. We do
so in honor and memory of our dear son Steven.

Steven was a graduate of Buffalo State University, a graduate of Amherst High
School and an accomplished businessman in our community. He was also a former
member of Saint Paul’s. As a young boy, he attended Sunday School. He, along with

his brother Mark really enjoyed the classes lead by a great man named Bruce

Mitchell. Steven always said Mr. Mitchell made Sunday School interesting and

fun! He also attended Religious Instruction, Confirmation Classes on Monday

evenings, was confirmed and served as an Acolyte at Sunday services.
Throughout his life, Steven’s kindness seemed to flow naturally. He gave his time,
his strength and his heart to everyone around him, never asking for anything in
return. Helping others was simply who he was and who his spirit remains.

On quiet mornings, or long afternoons when he was a teen, he could be seen
cutting the lawn at Saint Paul’s, caring for God’s house the same way he cared for
people. As time went on, if a friend’s car wouldn't start, he would be there fixing

it with grease on his hands and a smile on his face. If someone's home
needed repair or remodeling, he would happily show up ready to
work, offering skill, patience and encouragement.
Steven was always a loving son, a protective and supportive brother,; a
cherished grandson, nephew, cousin, and a playful caring uncle.
His family and friends knew his love not just through words, but through
countless acts of service, showing up, caring and giving without condition.
What made Steven truly special was not what he did, but rather how he did it. He
helped quietly, humbly, and wholeheartedly.
His kindness left an impression on lives, not because he sought recognition,
but because he believed in doing good, simply because it was right. [t came
naturally to him.




Daily Bread Food Truck (continued)

Steven'’s passing on Christmas Day 2010 will always bring a lingering of profound
sadness. However, we are also reminded of the message that the birth and
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ brings, that is one of Hope, Salvation and Eternal

Life.

I[saiah 25:8
He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord God will wipe away tears from all
faces.

[f Steven were here, he would ask us to Trust God and Do Good.

For more information about Steven’s Spirit of Giving, you can visit their website here:
stevensspiritofgivinginc.org

See Photos of Steven Below:



http://stevensspiritofgivinginc.org

Burrito Project-2/17
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January Recap: Meeting canceled due to snow.

February Meeting: Ash Wednesday service will begin
at noon. Therefore, our meeting will begin at 1T0:00 am.
We will be having a brunch hosted by Marsha C.
Marsha will be teaching us a new game, Shut the Box!
PAUL'"S GATHERING SPACE

4007 MAIN ST.
Email Joan: keptnersafari@gmail.com -

ST.

Call Heidi at: 716-480-9227




Transition Team at Amherst Update

At the writing of this article, the transition team has met twice. We are working to make
the move from two campuses to one as smooth as possible for the St. Paul’s community
as a whole. We'll be communicating each month through a few bullet points about the
building, logistics, and future plans.

“Sending of Items” We are identifying items that have been donated by specific fam-
ilies or given in honor of a specific person and reaching out to them. We are also
assigning different items to each month so we can say a prayer of thanksgiving in

worship as we decommission pieces. In January, we said thanks for our green
hymnals, and in February we will be sending some of the hanging-stained glass to
beautify the walls at Hospice and Roswell.

Inventory - We've begun taking a good look through the building to take inventory

of what is in the building that belongs to St. Paul’s and what belongs to various
renters. We will assign a storage room for each group so we can designate belong-
ings.

We Need!

A photographer - we’d like to have the sanctuary stained glass photographed
well so that we can create something that would hang at Eggertsville.

A seamstress - we want to use the paraments at Amherst to make a few hang-
ing banners for the sanctuary balcony at Eggertsville.

Last Worship at the Amherst Campus - May 16, 2026. After looking at the time-

line and the needs around building, and praying together, the team has decided
that May 16t will be our last Saturday worship at the Amherst Campus.

Future Services - The transition team has begun praying about and talking through

what a future second service would look like. There is still a need for a second ser-

vice, and one that is different from the traditional Sunday morning. We have be-

gun brainstorming a few ideas but will be working on getting congregational in-

put before plans are finalized. We will be taking a break over the summer so we

can launch the new service effectively. There will be an evening service offering
again.

Yours in Christ,
The Transition Team

(Pastor Kristen, Doug Wurtz, Heather Hornung-Winkler, Dave Dahlberg, Tina Terhaar,
and Andrea Jarvis)
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Waiting In Hope Infertility Support Group
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INFERTILITY SUPPORT MINISTRIES
WHAT IS WIH?

WAITING IN HOPE MINISTRIES (WIH) is a national non-profit support
ministry that exists to encourage, support and embrace those struggling
through the grief of difficulty conceiving, known as infertility, miscarriage,
adoption, and waiting through the process. We support, encourage, equip
and point women and couples to the only hope of Jesus within their
waiting and struggle to conceive or grow their family.

The next curriculum begins in January and is "God is in our Waiting”,
which is a seven-session study. Feel free to join at any point! It is not
required to attend every session.

WHEN & WHERE IS WIH?

Every other Monday from 7:00PM-8:30PM* in the Gathering Space at St.
Paul’s Lutheran Church (4007 Main Street, Eggertsville, NY 14226).
January 12" March 9™

January 26™ March 23"

February 9"  April 6™

February 23"

*Most sessions last an hour, but we allow for extra time after!

WHAT DO | NEED TO KNOW ABOUT THE SECOND CURRICULUM?

Does God care about my waiting? In pain and waiting we ask the "why
God?" questions. This seven-session study focuses on the attributes of God,
which moves us toward understanding and healing. In learning who God
is, we see that He is more than our circumstances and He is more than
enough to handle our hard questions about Him and our pain.

This is an open support group with anonymity. We want you to
feel safe, trusted, and not alone. This is for YOU. So come comfy
with a blanket, drink and snacks, or whatever else you’d like!

HAVE MORE QUESTIONS?

If you would like more information, feel free to reach out to Janelle at 716-
471-5484!




Adult Forum -New Session Begins 2/8

n n “ LT BEGINNING FEBRUARY 8TH
EVERY SUNDAY | 9:00 AM-9:45 AM

LED BY: KARIN JOHNSON

SESSION TOPIC: |
“DIVE INTO DIFFICULT \AIIIA B(llL WEREH
TRUTHS”, FIND
COMMON GROUND, |
AND LEARN TO LOOK MC'“EN“L
FOR GOD IN ALL PEOPLE |
EVERYWHERE SA N[s
FINDING §0D 15 ALL

NOW PREPARING FOR

first
communion

HAVE A STUDENT WHO MAY BE INTERESTED?

CLASS: SUNDAY, MARCH 8th AFTER WORSHIP
(11 AM - 12 PM)

STUDENTS WILL THEN RECEIVE THEIR FIRST

COMMUNION IN WORSHIP ON
SAT 3 /14 OR SUN 3 /15

TO SIGN UP: EMAIL KRISTEN AT
KRISTEN@STPAULSEGGERTSVILLE.COM
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COMFORTERS - Wednesday, February 11, 2026 10:00 a.m.

There was eight of us at our January meeting on the 14t For dessert we all brought
our leftover Christmas cookies. Looking forward to our February meeting. We will
be meeting upstairs in the parish hall. We start at 10 o’clock and stop at noon for
lunch. Bring a sandwich and your own drink. Dessert will be provided. Please join
us and find out what you can do to help, or bring your own project to work on.

We have found more places that can use the walker bags we make. If you can sew,
pick up a kit from the box on the baker’s rack by the coat racks and try making one
for us. The directions are there too.

Maybe you would like to come over and be with us at the next meeting. All are

invited. If you have any questions, Call Sara at 716 834-1833, or Linda at 716 689-
3781.

Tiger’s Den Food Pantry

B\ TI®ER'S DEN

Food Pantry

Welcome back to Biegner Winter!!! Hoping February will be a better pantry month
than January was. Anytime the Amherst Schools are closed because of inclement
weather, Tiger’s Den is closed too. We shut down one Thursday in January and
spent the rest of the month catching up. Thank you to all of the pantry volunteers
who always step up to take care of our families - rain or hail or sleet or snow!!!

Hours for February: Thursdays 2/5 and 2/19 from 3:00-6:30 pm; and Saturdays
2/14 and 2/28 from 9:00 am-12:30 pm. Donations for February: coffee, tea, and
juice.
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Pinochle- 2/4

Pinochle - Wednesday, February 4, 1:00 p.m.

Our next date for playing Pinochle is Wednesday, February 4t at 1:00 pm at St. Paul’s.
Join us and bring a friend. It’s not just for St. Paul’s folks.

Bring your sense of humor and join us. We would love to have more players. If you
haven’t played in a long time, that's okay. We play until about 4:00.

Want more info? Call Heidi at 716 480-9227 or Sara at 716 834-1833, or talk to Barb,
Chick, Frank, Cheryl or Sue.

We’d love to have you join us in the
Church Choir at St. Paul’s Eggertsville campus,
under the direction of Mr. Paul Storfer.

No experience or training needed. . ..
Only a willingness to participate and sing!

The next rehearsal is

Wednesday, February 18th
after the 7 pm Ash Wednesday Worship

in the SPEC music room. For those singing in the choir
during the worship service, please arrive before worship
at 9:30 a.m.
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Family Fun Night (“Dinner with Friends”)

DINNER WITH FRIENDS
(AKA FAMILY NIGHT)

All are welcome to share “Dinner with Friends"
on the First Saturday of each month after the Spm service at the Amherst Campus.
We will gather to enjoy a simple meal and enjoy conversation with old and new friends.
Pizza and drinks are provided.
If you are able to bring a side dish (veggies or fruit) or dessert, it would be greatly
appreciated.
Simple board games or cards add to the fun so bring your favorite game to share.
If you have any ideas or would like to help, please contact
Stacy Johnson @ stacylj27@gmail.com or text 716-698-5504.

February 7th
March 7th
April 4th
May 2nd

Please watch future Messengers for any changes.
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Lent/Tithely Kick-off Potluck

We hope you’ll join us for a
LENT & TITHELY

KICK-OFF
POTLUCK

\\H//

Wiy

b

QR

After
Worship

february
15th

We will gather for a meal and
fellowship, and also have folks
available to assist those interested
in setting up Giving in Tithely.

Please see sign up sheet to bring a dish to pass
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Refugee Resettlement Team News by Margene Weiss

News about the Al Shohani family in Olin House.

The Al-Shohani family has been renting Olin House for 4 months now, and they are
very grateful for the support they receive from members of St. Paul's congregation.

The family has been adjusting to cold weather and icy winter conditions. At the end of
December, mainly through the efforts of Cheryl Gillen, we were able to provide family
members with new winter parkas. Cheryl used some donations to the holiday

Angel Tree and found coats on sale. The Al-Shohani family recognizes Christmas and
they have a small, silver, decorated tree in the living room.

The mother, Neamat, works every weekend in the ST. Paul's kitchen and helps to

prepare meals for the Monday meal share. She is able to bring dinners home to the
family as well as food items from the Wegmans gleaning program.

News from the Alali family in Lockport:

The oldest daughter, Amani, was married on December 6, and this was a huge

celebration. Her husband, Walid, came to the US with his parents and siblings around
the same time as the Alali family. Their mothers met while attending programs at
Journeys End Resettlement Services. The wedding was actually two separate events:
the men gathered at a facility on Kensington Avenue and the womens' celebration
(and dance party) was at Templeton Landing. Margnee and Ed Weiss were able to join
the family at festivities and experience a Syrian wedding. Both Amani and Walid are
working and they reside in a small townhome in Buffalo.

Thank you to St. Paul’s

Earlier this month, we received a Christmas card. On it was a photo of 4
children in matching holiday pajamas with a heartfelt thank you letter
describing the pure joy the children experienced this holiday season
from the gifts provided by the Angel Tree.

The Mom of these children described what a challenging year they have
had as a family and that our “Angels” provided such a bright spot for
them by all the gifts they purchased. Way to go St. Paul’s!
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February is the season of love! We will be celebrating God’s love with our
yearly Valentines Day celebration in the upstairs Parish Hall on Sunday, February

8th! The children are welcome to bring a friend as we will be making Valentines,
playing games and have a special treat!

The following week as we follow Amherst school’s calendar it is February break
and there will be no Sunday School on Feb. 15th. We will resume Sunday School
the following week on Feb. 22nd!

In January the children learned about what baptism means and the differ-
ent ways it’s done. They learned about Jesus’s Baptism and how He set this ex-
ample for us to show us the way so we can follow Him and be disciples to tell
others about Jesus, to be fishers of men!

During Sunday school, we have a group lesson and then the kids break off into
groups according to age, where they make crafts, play games and have a snack!

We are so blessed to have these children!

Thank you,
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LCLC Retreat
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LCLC Winter Retreat January, 2026

By Karen Brown

Hello from the beauty of Lake Chautauqua Lutheran Center! The theme of
this year’s retreat was “Our cups are overflowing with God’s Blessings!”
We were encouraged to recognize and reflect on all the ways we receive
God’s blessings. And then, we were to take that a step further in order to
consider ways to reach out and share blessings with others.

It was easy to start listing God’s blessings surrounded by the resplendent
beauty of LCLC in winter: pristine, snow-covered fields, an ice covered lak
fluffy flakes falling on the trees...(well, maybe the snow was also a bit
“overflowing” as we needed to cut our weekend short in order to reach
home safely in advance of a predicted winter storm...) How lucky we were
to spend a couple of days in this special place, warm and cozy even in
sub-zero temperatures!

It was especially easy to identify God’s blessings being surrounded by

“veteran” (returning) retreaters” as well as newcomers. Shared stories,

laughter, games, teasing, and friendship abounded! Attendees chose

different ways to spend free time: snowshoeing, hiking,

knitting/crocheting, playing cards (including pinochle and SWOOSH-a
new card game), reading by the fire, crosswords, resting... This weekend
reminded us how good it feels to be embraced by friends and family. What
ablessing!

Our meals were delicious and plentiful; another way our cups overflow
with God’s blessings (literally and figuratively!)

In our desire to share our blessings with others, we wrote personal notes to
folks who could use a kind word of remembrance and encouragement. We
also worked as a team to assemble a slew of “Birthday Kits” to be donated
to the food pantry and food truck. The Kits, filled with decorations, cake
fixin’s, a birthday card, candles, word puzzles, and small gifts, are meant to
bring a bit of joy to children on their big day.

The retreat, though shortened, proved to be restful, rejuvenating, joyful
and instructional-a reminder of how truly blessed we are! We are also
reminded to go forward with our blessings and reach out to others.
Thanks to Barb Walter for her vision, creativity, and planning. It was a
wonderful, successful event! Our cups are overflowing!

L ____________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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LCLC Summer Camp Schedule

LCLC . Faith-filled summer camp
SUMMER ' has been shown to have a

lifelong impact on a young
SCHEDULE

person’s connection to their
faith and the church.

JUNE 28 - JULY 3
Family Camp & Alumni

JULY 5 - 10 (5 - 8 for Minis)
Classic | & Mini Camp

We at St. Paul’s want to make
it easy for your family and
your kids to experience the
UL Y@=t 7 wonder of God’s love at LCLC
classic Il & RATS .
this summer.

JULY 19 - 24

Classic lll & RATS ) .
— —_— Use this discount code at
S =263

Senior High Week registration to receive $150

- AUGUST 2 - 7 off your week at camp!
Night Owilis STPAULSEGG26

www.lclcenter.org

Soup & Psalms (starting 2/25)

WEDNESDAY,
(STARTING 2/25 AND ENDING
3/25)
12 PM




Wheels for Workers

The Wheelhouse is staying busy and warm as most bicycles go into hibernation.

However with insulation, heat and motivated volunteers, we are staying active.
Our volunteers have been teaching youth how to repair bicycles and give to others.

Students from Amherst High School, Nichols and Nardin get their hands dirty working on
bicycles. Classes typically last 2-3 hours, with many students experiencing holding a
wrench for the first time!

In addition the Thursday evening open shop training continues to be very well attended,
repairing and restoring bicycles for a spring give away.

Looking forward to March 8 where we will conduct a “Bike Fest 716" at Riverworks
where many training sessions, bike swap, Yoga, etc will take place from 12-3. The event is
free, so please stop by and experience the great Buffalo biking community.




Lutheran Youth Position Available

Lutheran Youth Program Director

Lutheran Charities of WNY
6540 Main Street, Williamsville, NY 14221

$19 - $22 an hour - Part-time

Full job description
Overview
We are seeking a dedicated and passionate Lutheran Youth Program Director to lead and
develop youth engagement initiatives within our community. This role offers an
opportunity to foster spiritual growth, provide meaningful educational experiences, and
build a supportive environment for young people. The ideal candidate will have a strong
background in education, experience working with students, and a commitment to
faith-based youth development.

This position offers a rewarding opportunity to influence the lives of young people
through faith-based education and community service. We seek a proactive leader who is
passionate about nurturing spiritual development while providing meaningful
educational experiences. Lutheran Charities is a ministry of the ELCA and extends the |
nvitation to participate in events and program activities to our Pan-Lutheran brothers
and sisters.

Expected hours: 20.0 - 25.0 per week
Work Location: In person

For more information & to apply for this job-
Youth Director Jobs, Employment in Williamsville, NY | Indeed

NOW
HIRING
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Lutheran Youth Events

Get ready for a night filled
with food, fun, and
friends! Feel free to bring
your favorite game!

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
1080 MAIN STREET BUFFALO, NY 14209




Lutheran Youth Events
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Book Club-2/12

February Book Club News

When: 2nd Thursday of the month.

T E Where: Gathering Room at the ALC campus, 5125 Main St.

!Z Time: 7:15 pm

C' Next Meeting: Thursday, February 12

February Book: True Biz by Sarah Novic
March Book: A Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams

All are welcome.
For more information contact Karin Johnson. Phone/Text Home: 716-689-6365 or
Cell: 716-860- 9549. Email karinej42@gmail.com

Bible Study-Tuesdays at 10 am

Tuesday Bible Study:

10 am in the Fellowship Room. Bring your own beverage, Timbits (and other
goodies) provided.

"What was spoken by the Lord through the prophet..." Prophecies and their
fulfillment in and through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus, especially from

the Gospel of Matthew.

Join us for a look at Old and New Testament and how they fit together!
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February Blrthdays

¥eLruar y ]5]‘ rt hdc] ys
Ginger Davis-Tebruary 1
Suzave Gustagson-tebruary 6
Martha Shields-Tebruary 9
Michele Degen- february 16

Dawn Yez zimewti-Tebruary 18
Jegt Human-February 21

Timothy Stavley- Tebruary 22 ’
William Niblock-february 23
Jegt Mols-Tebruary 26

—

e AL ':' " s Gt
x‘,.m A o
feES ,,-.?'1,3, » -

.\. (
1‘% 1?»»

1'.




/ St. Paul’s Lutheran Eggertsville & Amherst Campus
;;7‘ Website: www.stpaulseggertsville.com
Telephone: 716- 835-0407

Email: office@stpaulseggertsville.com

Pastors
Steve Biegner: (cell) 716 - 868-1232 (email) steve@stpaulseggertsville.com
Kristen Arends: (cell) 716-481-8728 (email) kristen@stpaulseggertsville.com

Directors of Music:
Paul H. Storfer (EC)
Adam Schmidt (AC)

Office Staff: Cody Almeter, Adrienne Leary
Daily Bread Food Truck Coordinator: Leslie Boynton
Tiger’s Den Food Pantry Coordinator: Adrienne Leary
Christian Ed Coordinator: June Piette - scs@stpaulseggertsville.com
Youth Ministry: Jordan Dywan - youth@stpaulseggertsville.com

Facilities Manager: Jeff Stein - facilities@stpaulseggertsville.com
Digital Ministry: Andrew Gruszka %

St. Paul’s Eggertsville Campus Ambherst Lutheran Campus
4007 Main Street 5125 Main St.
Eggertsville, NY 14226 Williamsville, NY 14221
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