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Gathering 

P People of God we gather today, to worship, to celebrate ministry well-done, 

 and to honor and say goodbye to this place. In 1947 the mission congregation 

 of Amherst Lutheran Church began. In 2022, the congregation of Amherst 

 Lutheran Church made the decision to continue doing ministry in a new way, 

 through the closing of their congregation and the intentional joining of St. 

 Paul’s Lutheran Church, Eggertsville. For three years these congregations have 

 merged and missionaries have mingled. New ministries have begun, and 

 existing ministries at both campuses have been strengthened. Today marks the 

 end of an era. An era that is celebrated even as we grieve leaving this place. 

 We remember and give thanks for the ways in which God has blessed the 

 ministry of this place and community. Let us lift our voices in praise and song 

 to the One who alone will continue to care for and sustain us in this life and in 

 the next.  

 

Confession 

P       Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever.  

C Amen.                                                                                                                

P Let us confess our sin to God. Compassionate God,                                                      

C we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free 

 ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your 

 burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, 

 Amen.                                                                                                                           

 



 

 
 

Gathering Hymn: LBW 475 

Apostolic Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

 the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

P Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy 

 burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and 

 Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.                                               

C Amen. 



 

 

 

Prayer of the Day                                                                                                             

P O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending into 

 us your Holy Spirit. Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a 

 right judgment in all things and rejoice at all times in your peace, through Jesus 

 Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

 Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Praise Hymn: W&P 66: How Majestic is Your Name  

 



 

First Reading: Acts 2:1-21 

Pentecost was a Jewish harvest festival that marked the fiftieth day after Passover. 

Luke portrays the Holy Spirit being poured out upon the disciples before the                 

gathered and astonished people assembled in Jerusalem for the festival. Filled with 

the Spirit, the disciples were able to witness to the power of Christ’s resurrection. 
 

When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one 

place. And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent 

wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of 

fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were 

filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave 

them ability. 

 Now there were devout Jews from every people under heaven living in                  

Jerusalem.  And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each 

one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, 

they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we 

hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and            

residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and 

Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from 

Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear 

them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” All were amazed and perplexed,         

saying to one another, “What does this mean?” But others sneered and said, “They 

are filled with new wine.” 

 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, 

“Fellow Jews and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to 

what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in 

the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: ‘In the last days 

it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons 

and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your 

old men shall dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those 

days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy. And I will show portents in 

the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 

The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of 

the Lord’s great and glorious day. Then everyone who calls on the name of the 

Lord shall be saved.’ ” 

A This is the Word of the Lord                                                                             

C Thanks be to God. 



Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 

Paul is helping the Corinthians understand the relationship between our God-given 

unity and Spirit-created diversity. The Spirit creates the unity of faith and gives all 

Christians diverse gifts for the common benefit of all. We need one another’s        

diverse spiritual gifts because the same Spirit has given them to each person for the 

common good. 
 

No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. Now there are       

varieties of gifts but the same Spirit, and there are varieties of services but the same 

Lord, and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of 

them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common 

good. To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom and to another the 

utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the same 

Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another the working of                   

powerful deeds, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to       

another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. All these 

are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as 

the Spirit chooses. 

 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the 

body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were 

all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to 

drink of one Spirit. 

A This is the Word of the Lord                                                                             

C Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Hymn: WOV 613 



 

P The Holy Gospel according to John the 20th Chapter.                                                       

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Gospel: John 20:19-23 

The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, 

and the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were 

locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 

them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands 

and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.  Jesus said to them 

again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he had 

said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you  

forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 

retained.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.                                                                            

C Praise to you, O Christ.    

 

Sermon  



 

 

Sermon Hymn: WOV 687 



Prayers of Remembrance and Thanksgiving 

P    Let us bring before the Lord our prayers of thanksgiving for our life together as 

 the Amherst Lutheran Campus and for the blessings God has brought us 

 through this holy place of worship. 

 At the pews:  Almighty God, these pews have gathered us as your Church and 

 filled our hearts with your love through our songs and our praises.  You heard 

 our confessions and forgave our sins.  You wiped our tears and celebrated with 

 us.  May these pews now hold the people of St. Paul’s Blossom in your care as 

 they have held us.  

C    We give our thanks and praise to you, O Lord, for all these things. 

P At the record books: Almighty God, these books hold a record of the life of 

 this congregation  and people dedicated to your service and your church. They 

 contain memories and milestones that continue to matter. We give thanks for 

 the men and women who founded Amherst Lutheran Church, and all the 

 leaders of this place who have used their talents and skills to build up a 

 community of faith. May you continue to nurture us to build up your church.  

C We give our thanks and praise to you, O Lord, for all these things. 

P At the center: Almighty God, through your people, this building has been a 

 blessing for the whole community for over 76 years.  People have gathered for 

 worship, for weddings, for funerals, and for fellowship, for recovery, for book 

 discussion, for support, for prayer, and for learning. While this structure will 

 no longer be a worship space, may it continue to be a blessing, and may it  

 continue to inspire devotion to God who makes all things possible.  

C We give our thanks and praise to you, O Lord, for all these things. 

P At the band: Almighty God, these instruments, these hymnals and these voices 

 have lifted our worship and praise to you. We give thanks for all those who 

 have led our music ministry, for what has been and for what remains. May 

 your Spirit continue to inspire us and open our ears to hear the music you 

 are still bringing to life among us.  

C    We give our thanks and praise to you, O Lord, for all these things. 

P    At the Baptismal Font.  Almighty God, at this font, you have received our  

 children and our loved ones and made them one with your Son, Jesus Christ, 

 and with us, the Body of Christ.  We praise and thank you for the holy waters 

 that have flowed from this font into each of us and out into the world. May all 

 those baptized continue to be witnesses of your love and saving grace 

 throughout the world.  

 



 

C    We give our thanks and praise to you, O Lord, for all these things. 

P    At the pulpit.  Almighty God, from this pulpit, we have heard your mighty 

 Word that breathed life into the earth and all of its inhabitants. By the gift your 

 incarnate Word in Jesus, you brought good news of life and salvation for all. 

 You have lived among us through the gospel and the biblical stories of your 

 people of faith.  Through your Word of preaching, you have called us.    

 Through your Word of teaching, you have taught us.  Through your Word of 

 law and grace, you have guided us on our way.  May your Word continue to 

 echo in our lives.  

C    We give our thanks and praise to you, O Lord, for all these things. 

P    At the altar.  Almighty God, through manna on a wilderness journey and loaves 

 of bread multiplied on a hillside, you have fed people who needed sustenance 

 for their bodies and souls. You have strengthened us for our mission and for 

 our daily lives and sent us out to share Christ’s love with all the world.  May the 

 grace and favor you have shown us through the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

 be shared with all who are hungry. May all who have been fed here at this table 

 be reunited through your heavenly meal.  

C    We give our thanks and praise to you, O Lord, for all these things. 

P    For all these things and for so many more, we give you our heartfelt thanks, 

 almighty God.  And we ask that you bless us as we go from this place and from 

 this fellowship.  Yet in our parting, we declare our faith in you, using the words 

 that have been taught us: 

 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.                               

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.    

  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin 

  Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

  buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He  

  ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 

  will come again to judge the living and the dead.     

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of  

 saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  

 everlasting. Amen 



The Peace 

P   Jesus said, "Peace I leave with you;  my peace I give to you.  Do not let your 

 hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid."  The peace of the Lord be 

 with you always. 

C And also with you. All share the Lord’s peace with one another. 

 

Offering Hymn: WOV 612 

 

Ways to Give to St. Paul’s:                                                                                             

Options you can use to continue tithing to St. Paul’s: 

• In-Person Worship: Continue to put                                    QR Giving Code:                                                   

your envelopes and cash in the plate 

• Giving by Mail: Please mail your donations                                                                 

payable to St. Paul’s, 4007 Main Street,                                                                         

Eggertsville, NY  14226 

• Online: The St. Paul’s website contains                                                                        

a link to Online Giving. The website is:                                                                       

https://stpaulseggertsville.com/online-giving/  

Last Week’s Digital and Service Offerings: $3,823.75                                                                                                                                                              

Budgeted Weekly Service Offering: $7,488.00 



 

P Let us pray,  

C Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered here today and through 

 our online giving. You have set a table before us, nourish us with the body and 

 blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world 

 you love. In the name of Jesus. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Dialogue and Preface 

P The Lord be with you.                                                                                       

C And also with you.                 

P  Lift up your hearts.                 

C We lift them to the Lord.                                                                                                

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.             

C It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

P It is indeed right and proper that we should at all times and in all places, offer 

 thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who 

 on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 

 opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth  and 

 the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and speak their unending hymn: 

 

Sanctus (spoken) 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 

 your glory.  Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of 

 the Lord. Hosanna in  the highest. 

 

Words of Institution 

P In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

 gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is 

 my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

 saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

 people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 



Lord’s Prayer 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:                            

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

 lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom

 and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 

 

 

Holy Communion at St. Paul’s: celebrated every time we gather, and is open to all.  

Please approach by the center aisle, receive the bread and the wine, and return to 

your seat via the side aisle. Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available. Simply 

request it from the Assisting Minister holding the wine. Children are welcome! 

Those who receive elsewhere may receive here. Children who do not yet receive 

may come for a blessing. If you have difficulty walking, communion will be brought 

to you at your seat.  

Communion Hymn: WOV Page 39 



 

Distribution Hymn: WOV 784: You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore 



Communion Blessing 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you                     

 in his grace. 

C Amen. 

 

Prayer After Communion 

P Gracious God, at your table you strengthen us for service wherever you send 

 us.  As we leave this place that has been a home for worship and mission, help 

 us to follow your Holy Spirit into new places, and to continue to our life and 

 ministry together as your people. In the name of Jesus,  

C Amen. 

 

Declaration of Leave-Taking 

P With thanks to God for the work accomplished in this place, this building is 

 now vacated for the purposes of the Amherst Campus of St. Paul’s Lutheran 

 Church, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 May the witnesses of the people who have ministered here in the name of  

 Jesus Christ continue to live on as they leave this place.  

C Amen.  

 

Benediction 

P And now as you go on your way, may the Lord go with you. May he go before 

 you to show you the way, behind you to encourage you, beside you to be your 

 friend, above you to watch over you, and within you to give you peace. Go 

 today celebrating in the name of the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

 and all God’s children said…  

C Amen 

   

Closing Hymn: LBW 165 (on the following page) 

    

Sharing the Peace and Sending                                                                                                 

P Go in peace, serve the Lord!                                                                               

C Thanks be to God.  

                                                                                                                              



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

What’s Happening This Week at St. Paul’s: May 24-31, 2026 

*Unless otherwise noted, all activities will take place at the Eggertsville Campus* 

Sunday: 9:00-9:45 am: Adult Forum        

  10:00 am: Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV        

  10:00 am: Worship, Communion, and Sunday School     

Monday: Church Office Closed for Memorial Day      

  4:15 pm: Daily Bread Food Truck Meal Share                                                                                                                                   

Tuesday:  5:00-6:30 pm: We Can No Longer Blame Others (NA)       

  6:30 pm: Community Pentecost Service at St. Benedict’s                                                                                      

Wednesday: 8:00 pm: AA Meeting                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Thursday:  3:00-6:30 pm: Tiger’s Den Food Pantry Open                                                                                      

Friday: No Events Planned                                           

Saturday: No Events Planned                                                                                                               

Sunday:  10:00 am: Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV        

  10:00 am: Worship, Communion, and Sunday School     

Prayer List: In our congregational and extended family:  James Glose; Marita Zieger (Andrea Jarvis’ 
mother);  James Aprile; Martin Burch (Lois O’Brian’s brother);  Sondra Howe; Claudia Staines; 

Maurice Saxton; Cindy Milazzo Schwartz; Sylvia McLaughlin; Sue Epstein 

Prayer List: Shut-Ins (* indicates new names or changes added this week)                                                                                                                               
*Betty Aprile: Harris Hill Nursing Facility, 2699 Wehrle Drive, Williamsville, NY 14221      

Jack Gallagher: Amberleigh, 2330 Maple Road, #177, Williamsville, NY 14221                                      

John Hornung: Brothers of Mercy, 10570 Bergtold Road, Clarence, NY 14031                                         

*Jan Isaacs: Eastside Nursing Home, 62 Prospect Street, Room 309, Warsaw, NY 14569                                           

Joan Maefs: Solstice, 6363 Transit Road, #136, East Amherst, NY 14051                                                                               

Elaine Masman: Heathwood Assisted Living, 815 Hopkins, Room 251, Williamsville, NY 14221                              

Sylvia McLaughlin: 44 Sherwin Drive, Tonawanda, NY 14150                                                                     

*Charles Scofield: Fredonia Place, 201 Reist Street, #61, Williamsville, NY 14221                                            

David Wolf: Solstice, 6363 Transit Road, #244, East Amherst, NY 14051   

                             



 PREVIOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS 

In-Person Worship: St. Paul’s has two in-person worship services: Saturday evening at 5:00 
pm at the Amherst Campus, 5125 Main Street, Williamsville, 14221, and Sunday morning 
at 10:00 am at the Eggertsville Campus, 4007 Main Street, Eggertsville, 14226. The Sunday 
10:00 am worship service is also livestreamed on St. Paul’s YouTube page. 

Church Unleashed: If you cannot join us for in-person worship, please continue to worship 
with us as Church Unleashed on Sunday mornings at 10:00 am on WBBZ, YouTube, or 

Facebook.                                     

Prayer Team Ministry: Once a week you will receive an email with a list of people to pray 
for and specific requests for that person. We ask that you commit to praying for the names 
on the email. If you’d like to join us, please contact Cody at: Cody@stpaulseggertsville.com 

Daily Bread Food Truck: The 2026 Monday Meal Share is underway each Monday from 
4:15-5:15 pm. If you are interested in volunteering or donating, contact the office at         
716-835-0407 or dailybread4007@gmail.com.    

                               

NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                                                             

Adult Forum Schedule: 5/10-5/24: Craig Maefs—An Overview of Current Events in the    

Middle East 

Tigers Den Food Pantry: The Food Pantry is open to anyone in need in zip code 14226, or 
by referral. The pantry hours for May are different than normal in order to meet FeedMore 
WNY requirements: Thursday, May 28 from 3:00-6:30 pm. Donations for May: salad           
dressing, coffee, tea.     

 



   

 





 

 

 

 

+ St. Paul’s Mission +                                                                                                       
To empower others with the Good News of Jesus Christ.                                                         

We do that by: Seeking Connections, Enriching Faith, Nourishing Lives,                                                

and Demonstrating Love in God’s Name. 

 

St. Paul’s Congregation Council                                                                                              

President: Robert Simpson                                                                                                    
Vice-President: Tim Johnson                                                                                                     
Treasurer: William Niblock                                                                                                   

Secretary: Janet Schmidt                                                                                                     
Bob Brown      David Dahlberg      Susan Epstein                                                                             

Sara Hannon      Vanessa Solomon     Barbara Walter      

 

Pastors                                                                                                                               
Steve Biegner (716-868-1232 - cell); Email: steve@stpaulseggertsville.com                                                       

Kristen Arends:  Email: kristen@stpaulseggertsville.com 

 

Directors of Music: Paul H. Storfer (SPEC) and Adam Schmidt (AC)                                          
Christian Education Coordinator:  June Piette: scs@stpaulseggertsvlle.com                                                                                    

Youth Ministry:  Jordan Dywan: youth@stpaulseggrtsville.com                                                                                   
Digital Ministry:  Andrew Gruszka                                                                                                                             

          Facilities Manager:  Jeff Stein       

 

Church Office Staff                                                                                                                                
Cody Almeter and Adrienne Leary                                                                                              

E-mail: office@stpaulseggertsville.com                                                                                         
Telephone: (716) 835-0407                                                                                                       

Website: www.stpaulseggertsville.com 

 

 St. Paul’s Eggertsville Campus         St. Paul’s Amherst Campus                
 4007 Main Street           5125 Main Street                            

 Eggertsville, NY 14226          Williamsville, NY 14221 

         Worship Service: Sundays at 10:00 am       Worship Service: Saturdays at 5:00 pm 


