Seventh Sunday
of Easter

May 17, 2026
10:00 am
St. Paul’s Fggertsville Campus
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Weleome le SC. Prnl's!

We’re glad you’re here!
Scan the QR Code Below to check in

Welcome to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

Questions about joining St. Paul’s?

Scan the QR code above to share

FEggertsville Campus
s P b G Seventh Sunday of Easter
T May 17, 2026

Musician: Paul Storfer

Do you have:

Prayer requests?
A need to speak to a Pastor?

For this and more,

your needs with us!

Confession
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We begin worship today 1n this Easter season in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us
from our sin to hive for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that
we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin 1n the presence of God and of one another. Most
merciful God,

Lord, we confess that we are broken and imperfect. We have simned against
you In our thoughts, words and actions, by the things we’ve done and the
things we haven’t done. We get distracted and forget to love you with our
whole heart; we also haven’t loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may fully live into the amazing promise that we are unconditionally
loved by You.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. So, 1t 1s my honor and pleasure as one of

your pastors to remind you of the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the
name of the Father, and of the *F Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



Opening Hymn: ELW 389
Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing
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1 Christ 1s a - live! Let Chris-tians sing.  The cross  stands
2 Christ 18 a - live! No long - er bound to dis - tant
3 In ev - ry i - sult, rft, and war, where col - or,
4 Wom-en and men, n age and youth, can feel the
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emp - ty to the sky. Let streets and homes with
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prais - es ring. Love, drowned in  death, shall nev - er die.
here and now, and touch -ing ev - ’ry place and time.
loves the more, and lives, where € - ven hope has died.
life, the truth, re - vealed m Je - sus, freed for all.
o - cean ring with joy, with jus - tice, love, and  praise.
Apostolic Greeting

P The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of

the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C  And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P God of glory, your son’s story included suffering, death, resurrection and now
we hear of his ascension. Open our ears and hearts to hear of another phase of
your story 1n this world that connects us to the next. Bless this time of worship,
that we may know and feel the presence of love in and through this community
of faith. In your holy and awesome name we pray.

C: Amen



Children’s Time

First Reading: 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11

Our faith m Christ does not make us immune from the scorn of others.
Nevertheless, we are to resist the designs of evil when we experience disparagement
from others because we trust God’s grace will strengthen and guide us.

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that 1s taking place among you
to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice msofar
as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy
when his glory 1s revealed. If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed,
because the spirit of glory, which 1s the Spirit of God, 1s resting on you.

Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that he may
exalt you in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you.
Discipline yourselves; keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls
around, looking for someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you
know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of
suffering. And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has
called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and
establish you. To him be the power forever and ever. Amen.

A This 1s the Word of the Lord
C  Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: Acts 1:6-14

1oday’s reading 1s part of the mtroduction to the narrative of the outpouring of the
Spirit on Pentecost. These verses tell of the risen Lord’s conversation with his
disciples on the eve of his ascension, in which he promuises that they will receive the
power of the Holy Spirit.

When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, 1s this the
time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He rephied, “It 1s not for you to
know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my
witnesses 1n Jerusalem, m all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took
him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven,
suddenly two men 1n white robes stood by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why
do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from
you mto heaven, will come 1n the same way as you saw him go mto heaven.”



Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olvet, which 1s near
Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. When they had entered the city, they went
to the room upstairs where they were staying: Peter, and John, and James, and
Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus,
and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these were constantly devoting
themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of
Jesus, as well as his brothers.

A This 1s the Word of the Lord
C  Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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words of e -ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - 1a. Al-le-Iu - 1a.

P The Holy Gospel according to John the 17th Chapter.
C  Glory toyou, O Lord.

Gospel: John 17:1-11
On the night before his crucifixion, Jesus prays to his heavenly Father, asking that
those who continue his work n this world will live 1 unity.

After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples,] he looked up to heaven
and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify
you, since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all
whom you have given him. And this 1s eternal life, that they may know you, the only
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth by
finishing the work that you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me i your own
presence with the glory that I had i your presence before the world existed.

“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world.
They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now



they know that everything you have given me 1s from you, for the words that you
gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know 1n truth that
I came from you, and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their
behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world but on behalf of those whom you gave
me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I have been
glorfied in them. And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world,
and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them 1n your name that you have
given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon




Hymn of the Day: WOV 748

Bind Us Together

Refrain
B % : 4
SEEE e {
Bind us to - geth - er, Lord, bind us to - geth-er with cords that
. & P P P
Yo b b b B b b P
Z b ] | 1/ 1 | Il | |
" ¥ | r I | I | I ¥ ]L { } =
& S F
e = S e e
e ¥ =S - —
S o s
can - not be bro - ken. Bind us to - geth - er, Lord,
—
g eyl s o o
¥ ; : 2t b b—8
=~ 1 ] D) 1 | |
b I | r I | 1
[ | I
N Dm Gm C E
1V A — ! K f T I T ] T ; 3
- / i | ] I 3y | I % { i
M 5 3 o et 5 3 z —
- . . \/
bind us to-geth-er, Lord; bindus to-geth-er in love.
/J\

e et e S ep o J
Vi b T =
= ¥ 1 | |74 [ | Il . <

=] T 5 I —

n_f (€ . B F ol F
%5 o jl *! j' . X j —— T
[ fanld & I ’ PN
[Y) — $ 6-:\/-6-

1 There. .is on-ly one God. There. .is on - ly one King.

2 Youare the fam-ly of God. You are the prom-ise di - vine.
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There . . is on-ly one Bod-y; that . . is why we can sing:

You are God’s cho-sen de - sire, you are the glo-rious new wine.,
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Text: Bob Gillman, b. 1946

BIND US TOGETHER
Music: Bob Gillman, b. 1946

6 7 7 6 and refrain



Apostle’s Creed
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Together we say what we believe using the words of the Apostle’s Creed:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe 1n Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life

everlasting. Amen

Prayers of the Church

A

>

>
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Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken
world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. (Please kneel or sit as you are

able.)

O God, your people sing praises throughout the church. By your Holy Spirt,
mspire musicians, deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim the gospel of
Jesus. Merciful God,

receive our Prayer.

Your creative power fills the universe. Bring favorable weather, nurture plants
and animals, protect us from natural disasters, and guide us to care for all you
have made. Merciful God,

receive our Prayer.

Your justice 1s exercised 1n society by those in authority. Instill in political
leaders, business leaders, school administrators, and all who care for others a
desire for peace and equity. Merciful God,

receive our Praye€r.

Your compassion and care come through the gifts of medicine and
relationships. Soothe the anxious, protect widows and orphans, comfort those
living with memory loss and their families, and heal the sick. We pray
especially for the people on our Prayer Lists and Prayer Chain, and those we
name before you now, either silently or aloud. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.



A Your love radiates from communities gathered 1n your name. Bless those
experiencing significant transitions n life such as graduation, retirement, new
employment, and accompany us i our prayers during these times. Merciful
God,

C  receive our prayer.

A O God, your promise of eternal life 1s certain and sure. Inspire us by the
steadfast faith of those who have gone before us, so that we may be confident
m the assurances you give. Merciful God,

C  receive our prayer.

A God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good
news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

C Amen.

Oftering Music and Prayer

Ways to Give to St. Paul’s:
Options you can use to continue tithing to St. Paul’s:

« In-Person Worship: Continue to put QR Giving Code:

your envelopes and cash 1n the plate
ving by Mail: Ples il sour donas ***»"*'"mff@

« Giving by Mail: Please mail your donations m, i

payable to St. Paul’s, 4007 Main Street, !’.;;

EFggertsville, NY 14226 ”!'..

Onlme: The St. Paul’s website contains
a link to Online Giving. The website 1s:
https://stpaulseggertsville.com/online-giving/

Last Week’s Digital and Service Offerings: $6,037.43
Budgeted Weekly Service Offering: $7,488.00
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Let us pray,

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered here today and through
our online giving. You have set a table before us, nourish us with the body and

blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world
you love. In the name of Jesus. Amen.
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Dialogue and Preface

P The Lord be with you.

C  And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C  Welift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C  Itisright to give God thanks and praise.

P Itis indeed night and proper that we should at all imes and 1n all places, offer

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and sing their unending hymn:
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Words of Institution

P In the might in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave 1t to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this 1s
my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave 1t for all to drink,
saymg: This cup 1s the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord’s Prayer
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

C  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as 1t 1s in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass agaimnst us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 1s the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

Holy Commumnion at St. Paul’s: celebrated every time we gather, and 1s open to all.
Please approach by the center aisle, receive the bread and the wine, and return to
your seat via the side aisle. Gluten-free walers and grape juice are available. Simply
request it from the Assisting Minister holding the wine. Children are welcome!
Those who recerve elsewhere may recerve here. Children who do not yet receive
may come for a blessing. If yvou have difficulty walking, communion will be brought
lo you at your seal.

Commumion Blessing

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
1 his grace.

C Amen.

Prayer After Communion

P Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are
making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love
our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus,

C Amen.



Benediction

P And now as you go on your way, may the Lord go with you. May he go before
you to show you the way, behind you to encourage you, beside you to be your
friend, above you to watch over you, and within you to give you peace. Go
today celebrating in the name of the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit,
and all God’s children said...

C Amen.

Closing Hymn: LBW 369 (on the following page)

Sharing the Peace and Sending
P Go in peace. Christ is Risen.
C  Christis risen indeed! Alleluia!




The Church’s One Foundation
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1 The church’s one foun-da - tion 1s Je - sus Christ, her Lord;
2 E - lect from ev-'ry mna - tion, yet one o’er all the earth,
3 Though with a scorn-ful won - der this world sees her op- pressed,
4 Through toil and trib - u - la - tion and tu - mult of her war,
5 Yet she on earth has u - nion with God, the Three in One,
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she 1s his new cre - a - tion by wa - ter and the word.
her <char-ter of sal - wva - tion one Lord, one faith, one birth:
by schisms. .rent a - sund - er, by her - e - sies dis - tressed,
she waits the con-sum - ma - tion of peace for - ev - er - more;
and mys-tic sweetcom - mu - nion with those whose rest 1s  won.
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From heav’'n he came and sought her to be his ho - ly bride;
one ho - ly name she bless - es, par - takes one ho - ly food,
yet saints their watch are keep - ing; their cry goes up: “How long?”
till  with the vi-sion glo - rious her long-ing eyes are blest,
Oh, bless - ed heav'n-ly cho - rus! Lord, save us by your grace,
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with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.
and to one hope she press - es with ev-’'ry grace en - dued.
and soon the night of weep - ing shall be the morn of song.
and the great church vic - to - rious shall be the church at rest.
that we, like saints be - fore us, may see you face to face.

Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900
Music: AURELIA, Samuel S. Wesley, 1810-1876



ANNOUNCEMENTS
What's Happening This Week at St. Paul’s: May 17-24, 2026

“Unless otherwise noted, all activities will take place at the Eggertsville Campus™

Sunday: 9:00-9:45 am: Adult Forum
9:30 am-1:00 pm: Western New York Church at AC
10:00 am: Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV
10:00 am: Worship, Communion, and Sunday School

Monday: 12:00 pm: Funeral for Neal Del.eo at AC
4:15 pm: Daily Bread Food Truck Meal Share
5:30-10:00 pm: Wheels for Workers Slow Roll
7:00-8:30 pm: Waiting in Hope Meeting

Tuesday: 10:00 am: Bible Study
3:00-8:00 pm: Wheels for Workers: Dare to Repair
5:00-6:30 pm: We Can No Longer Blame Others (NA)
6:00 pm: Burnto Project

Wednesday: 11:15 am: New Beginnings Meeting
8:00 pm: AA Meeting

Thursday: No Events Planned

Friday: No Events Planned

Saturday:  9:00 am-3:00 pm: Peniel Haitian Church at AC
9:00 am-12:30 pm: Tiger’s Den Food Pantry Open
5:00 pm: Last Worship Service and Reception at AC
5:00-8:00 pm: Private Party in the Parish Hall

Sunday: 9:00-9:45 am: Adult Forum
9:30 am-1:00 pm: Western New York Church at AC
10:00 am: Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV
10:00 am: Worship, Communion, and Sunday School

Deacons: 5/17: Nancy Bartels-Holiman; 5/24: John Schunak
Ushers: 5/17: Vanessa Solomon & Todd Vahue; 5/24: Lonny Walter & Jerry Keppel

Our prayers and sympathy go out to the family of Neal DelLeo

Prayer List: In our congregational and extended family: Marita Zieger (Andrea Jarvis’ mother); Betty
& James Aprile; Martin Burch (Lois O’Brian’s brother); Sondra Howe; Claudia Staines; Maurice
Saxton; Cindy Milazzo Schwartz; Sylvia McLaughlin; Sue Epstein

Prayer List: Shut-Ins (* indicates new names or changes added this week)

Jack Gallagher: Amberleigh, 2330 Maple Road, #183, Willlamswille, NY 14221

John Hornung: Brothers of Mercy, 10570 Bergtold Road, Clarence, NY 14031

Jan Isaacs: 6 Bush Gardens, Three Rod Road, Alden, NY 14004

Joan Maefs: Solstice, 6363 Transit Road, #136, East Amherst, NY 14051

Elamne Masman: Heathwood Assisted Living, 815 Hopkins, Room 251, Williamswille, NY 14221
Sylvia McLaughlin: 44 Sherwin Drive, Tonawanda, NY 14150



Charles Scofield: Fredonia Place, 201 Reist Street, #228, Wilhamsville, NY 14221
David Wolf: Solstice, 6363 Transit Road, #244, East Amherst, NY 14051

PREVIOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS

In-Person Worship: St. Paul’s has two imn-person worship services: Saturday evening at 5:00
pm at the Amherst Campus, 5125 Main Street, Willamsville, 14221, and Sunday morning
at 10:00 am at the Fggertsville Campus, 4007 Main Street, Fggertsville, 14220. The Sunday
10:00 amm worship service is also livestreamed on St. Paul’s You'lube page.

Church Unleashed: If vou cannot join us for in-person worship, please continue to worship
with us as Church Unleashed on Sunday mornings at 10:00 am on WBBZ, Youlube, or
Facebook.

Prayer Team Ministry: Once a week you will receive an email with a list of people to pray
for and specific requests for that person. We ask that you commut to praying for the namnes
on the email. If you'd like to join us, please contact Cody at: Cody@stpaulseggertsville.com
Daily Bread Food Truck: The 2020 Monday Meal Share is underway each Monday from

4:15-5:15 pm. If you are interested in volunteering or donating, contact the office at

710-835-0407 or dailybread4007@gmail.com.

NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS

Adult Forum Schedule: 5/10-5/24: Craig Maefs—An Overview of Current Events in the
Middle East

Tigers Den Food Pantry: The Food Pantry 1s open to anyone i need in zip code 14220, or
by referral. The pantry hours for May are different than normal i order to meet FeedMore
WNY requirements: Thursday, May 28 from 5:00-0:30 pm. Donations for May: salad
dressing, coffee, tea.

**Church Envelopes: We received notification from our church envelope vendor that the
next mailing of envelopes may be delayed. As soon as they are available they will be mailed
to you. If needed, you can always use the envelopes already in the pews untl you recerve
your envelopes. * *



You are cordially invited to join us for a special last
Worship Service at
St. Paul’s Amherst Campus

Saturday, May 23, 2026
S pm

We will gather in gratitude, reflection, and hope..
This sacred service will be a time to give thanks for
all that has been, to honor the memories wehold

dear, and to entrust the future to God’s care. -

Caké & Light Refreshments served after the service ,



COMMUNITY PENTECOST
WORSHIP

6:30 PM
Tuesday, May 26th
St. Benedict’s Catholic Church
1317 Eggert Rd
(across the street from St. Paul’s)

Come celebrate the Holy Spirit’s continued
presence as multiple Amherst
denominations worship together.
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+ 8t. Paul’s Mission +
1o empower others with the Good News of Jesus Christ.
We do that by: Seeking Connections, Enriching Faith, Nourishing Lives,
and Demonstrating Love in God’s Name.

St. Paul’s Congregation Council

President: Robert Simpson
Vice-President: Tim _Johnson
Treasurer: William Niblock
Secretary: Janet Schmudt
Bob Brown  David Dahlberg  Susan Epstein
Sara Hannon Vanessa Solomon Barbara Walter

Pastoral Leaders
Steve Biegner (710-808-1232 - cell); Emalil: steve@stpaulseggertsville.com
Kristen Arends: (710-481-8728 - cell); Email: kristen@stpaulseggertsville.com

Directors of Music: Paul H. Storfer (SPEC) and Adam Schmidt (AC)
Christian Education Coordinator: June Piette; Email: scs@stpaulseggertsville.com
Youth Mimistry: Jordan Dywan; Email: youth@stpaulseggertsville.com
Digital Ministry: Andrew Gruszka

Facilities Manager: Jeft Stein

Church Office Staff
Cody Almeter and Adrienne Leary
FE-mail: office@stpaulseggertsville.com
1Telephone: (716) 835-0407

Website: www.stpaulseggertsville.com

St. Paul’s Fggertsville Campus St. Paul’s Amherst Campus
4007 Mamn Street 125 Main Street
Fggertsville, NY 14226 Williamsville, NY 14221

Worship Service: Sundays at 10:00 am Worship Service: Saturdays at 5:00 pm






