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We begin worship today 1n this Easter season i the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us
from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that
we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin mn the presence of God and of one another. Most
merciful God,

Lord, we confess that we are broken and imperfect. We have sinned against
you in our thoughts, words and actions, by the things we’ve done and the
things we haven’t done. We get distracted and forget to love you with our
whole heart; we also haven’t loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may fully live into the amazing promise that we are unconditionally
loved by You.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. So, 1t 1s my honor and pleasure as one of
your pastors to remind you of the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the
name of the Father, and of the *F Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Gathering Hymn: TFF 258

We Know That Christ Is Raised
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1 We know that Christ is raised and dies no more.
2 We share by wa - fter in his sav - ing death.
3 The Fa - ther’s splen - dor clothes the Son with life.
4 A new cre - a - tion comes to life and grows
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Em-braced by death, he  broke its fear - ful hold,
Re - born, we share with him an Eas - ter Iife,
The Spir - it’s fis - sion shakes the church of God.
as Christ’s new bod - y takes on flesh and blood.
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and our de - spar he turned to  blaz - ing Joy.
as liv - ing mem - bers  of our Sav - ior Christ.
Bap-tized, we live with God the Three in One.
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Text: John B. Geyer, b. 1932

Music: ENGELBERG, Charles V. Stanford, 1852-1924
Text © John B. Geyer.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Apostolic Greeting

P The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C  And also with you.




Prayer of the Day

P Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on
earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to
all the world the Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C  Amen.

Praise Hymn: W&P 42

Glorify thy name
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First Reading: Acts 17:22-31

In Athens, Paul faces the challenge of proclaiming the gospel to Greeks who know
nothing of either Jewish or Christian tradition. He proclaims that the “unknown
god” whom they worship 1s the true Lord of heaven and earth who will judge the
world with justice through Jesus, whom God has raised from the dead.

Paul stood 1n front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how
extremely spiritual you are 1 every way. For as I went through the city and looked
carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the
mscription, “To an unknown god.” What therefore you worship as unknown, this I
proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything in 1t, he who 1s Lord
of heaven and earth, does not Iive in shrines made by human hands, nor 1s he served
by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals
life and breath and all things. From one ancestor he made all peoples to inhabit the
whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the
places where they would live, so that they would search for God and perhaps fumble
about for him and find him—though indeed he 1s not far from each one of us. For
‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have
said, ‘For we, too, are his offspring.’

“Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity 1s like gold
or silver or stone, an 1image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While
God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people
everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world
judged 1n righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given
assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”

A This 1s the Word of the Lord
C  Thanks be to God.

Psalm 66:8-20 (read responsively)
Bless our God, you peoples; let the sound of praise be heard. (Ps. 00:8)

A Bless our God, you peoples; let the sound of praise be heard.

C  Our God has kept us among the living and has not allowed our feet to slip.

A Foryou, O God, have tested us; you have tried us just as silver 1s tried.

C  You brought us into the net; you laid heavy burdens upon our backs.

A You let people ride over our heads; we went through fire and water, but you
brought us out into a place of refreshment.



I will enter your house with burnt offerings and will pay you my vows—
those that I promised with my lips and spoke with my mouth when I was in
trouble.

I will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the smoke of rams; I will give
you oxen and goats.

Come and listen, all you who believe, and I will tell you what God has done
for me.

I called out to God with my mouth, and praised the Lord with my tongue.
It I had chernished evil in my heart, the Lord would not have heard me;

but in truth God has heard me and has attended to the sound of my prayer.
Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, nor withheld unfailing love
from me.

This 1s the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
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Second Reading: 1 Peter 3:13-22

The author of 1 Peter encourages Christians to remain faithful even i the face of
defamation and persecution. In baptism we are made clean to act in accordance with
what 1s right.

Now who will harm you 1f you are eager to do what 1s good? But even 1f you
do suffer for doing what 1s right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do
not be mtimidated, but 1n your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to
make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope
that 1s 1n you, yet do 1t with gentleness and respect. Maintain a good conscience so
that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ
may be put to shame. For it 1s better to suffer for doing good, 1f suffering should be
God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. For Christ also suffered for sims once for all,
the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death
i the flesh but made alive 1n the spirit, in which also he went and made a
proclamation to the spirits i prison, who 1n former times did not obey, when God
waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few,
that 1s, eight lives, were saved through water. And baptism, which this prefigured,
now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a
good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone mnto heaven
and 1s at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to
him.

A This 1s the Word of the Lord
C  Thanks be to God.



Gospel Hymn: TFF 26

Alleluia
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Music: South African; arr. Gobingca Mxadana
Arr. © Gobingca Mxadana

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

P The Holy Gospel according to John the 14th Chapter.
C  Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: John 14:15-21
In final words to his disciples on the night of his arrest, Jesus encourages obedience
to his commandments and speaks of the Spirit, who will be with them forever.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.
And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you
forever. This 1s the Spint of truth, whom the world cannot receive because 1t neither
sees him nor knows him. You know him because he abides with you, and he will be
1N you.

“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world
will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will ive. On that
day you will know that I am i my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who
have my commandments and keep them are those who love me, and those who love
me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.”



P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon
Sermon Hymn: LBW 474
Children of the Heavenly Father
Truggare kan ingen vara
() 4
7 . |
- | o
D » »
J
Iryg - ga - re kan ing-en va-ra dn Guds lil - la bar - na- ska - ra,
1 Chil - dren of the heav’'n-ly Fa-ther safe-ly in his bo - som gath - er;
2 God his own doth tend and nour-ish, in his ho - ly courts they flour - ish.
3 Nei - ther life nor death shall ev - er from the Lord his chil-dren sev - er;
4 Though he giv-eth or he tak-eth, God his chil-dren ne’er for-sak - eth;
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stjdr-nan ej pd him-la - fis - tet, fa-geln ej i kdn-da nds - tet.
nest - ling bird nor star in heav - en such a ref - uge e’er was giv - en.
From all e - vil things he spares them,in his might-y arms he bears them.
un - to them his grace he show - eth, and their sor-rows all he know - eth.
his the lov-ing pur-pose sole - ly to pre-serve them pure and ho - ly.

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870-1958

Music: TRYGGARE KAN INGEN VARA, Swedish folk tune
Text © 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Apostle’s Creed
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Together we say what we believe using the words of the Apostle’s Creed:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe 1n Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life

everlasting. Amen

Prayers of the Church
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Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken
world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. (Please be seated.)

God of new life, you call us through the waters of baptism to be 1n relationship
with you and one another. Guide the church and its leaders to proclaim
Christ’s nighteousness throughout the world. Merciful God,

receive our Prayer.

You create the world and all that 1s 1 1t. Shelter budding plants and young
animals, provide unpolluted habitats and clean water, and raise up stewards for
the environment. Merciful God,

receive our Prayer.

You set civil servants 1n the places where we live. Instill truth and equity among
judges and lawyers, gentleness and courage among first responders, and peace
among leaders of towns and nations. Merciful God,

receive our Praye€r.

You provide comfort in times of trouble. Heal those who are sick, shelter any
who are unhoused, feed those undernourished, and accompany and console
all who are lonely, bereaved, anxious, or 1ll. We pray especially for the people
on our Prayer Lists and Prayer Chain and those we name before you now,
either silently or aloud. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
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You are love and you desire that we love one another. As a mother hen cares
for her chicks, bless all who provide motherly care in our hives, and mnspire us
to care for one another. Merciful God,

receive our prayecr.

God of new life, your steadfast love endures forever. Inspire us by the example
of the faithful departed, who clung to your promises of life, forgiveness of sins,
and salvation. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good
news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

Amen.

Offering Hymn: WOV 612

Halle, Halle, Hallelujah
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Music: Caribbean traditional



Ways to Give to St. Paul’s:

« In-Person Worship: Continue to put
your envelopes and cash in the plate

 Giving by Mail: Please mail your donations
payable to St. Paul’s, 4007 Main Street,
Eggertsville, NY 14226

« Online: The St. Paul’s website contains
a link to Online Giving. The website 1s:
https://stpaulseggertsville.com/online-giving/

Options you can use to continue tithing to St. Paul’s:

QR Giving Code:
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Last Week’s Digital and Service Offerings: $
Budgeted Weekly Service Offering: $7,488.00

P Let us pray,

C  Mercful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered here today and through
our onlne giving. You have set a table before us, nourish us with the body and
blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world
you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

Dialogue and Preface

P  The Lord be with you.

C  And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C  We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C  Itis right to give God thanks and praise.

P Itis indeed right and proper that we should at all imes and 1n all places, offer

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and speak their unending hymn:




Sanctus (spoken)

C  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution

P In the might in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke 1t, and gave 1t to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this 1s
my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave 1t for all to drink,
sayig: This cup 1s the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord’s Prayer
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

C  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as 1t 1s in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass agamnst us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 1s the kingdom
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

Holy Communion at St. Paul’s: celebrated every time we gather, and is open to all.
Please approach by the center aisle, recerve the bread and the wine, and return to
your seat via the side aisle. Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available. Simply
request it from the Assisting Minister holding the wine. Children are welcome!
Those who recerve elsewhere may recerve here. Children who do not yet receive
may come for a blessing. If vou have difliculty walking, communion will be brought
lo you at your seal.




Communion Hymn: WOV Page 39
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

Distribution Hymn: WOV 765 (on the following page)

Commumion Blessing
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
m his grace.

C Amen.

Prayer After Communion

P Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are
making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love
our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus,

C Amen.



Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love
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1 Kneels at the feet of his friends, si - lent-ly wash-es their feet,
2 Neigh-bors are wealth-y and poor, var - ied in col - or and race,
3 These are the ones we will serve, these are the ones we will love;
4 Kneel at the feet of our friends, s1 - lent-ly wash-ing their feet:
Refrain
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mas - ter who acts as a slave to them.
neigh-bors are mnear - by and  far a - way.
all  these are neigh-bors to us and  you.
this is the way we will live with  you.

Text: Tom Colvin, 1925-2000, alt.
Music: CHEREPONI, Ghanaian folk tune, adapt. Tom Colvin
Text and music © 1969 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream. IL. 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Benediction

P And now as you go on your way, may the Lord go with you. May he go before
you to show you the way, behind you to encourage you, beside you to be your
friend, above you to watch over you, and within you to give you peace. Go
today celebrating in the name of the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spinit,
and all God’s children said...

C Amen



Closing Hymn: ELW 389

All to Jesus I Surrender

I Surrender All
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1 All to Je - sus I  sur-ren-der, all to him I free -ly give;
All to Je - sus I sur-ren-der, hum-bly at his feet I bow;
3 All to Je - sus I sur-ren-der, Lord, I give my - self to thee;
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world-ly plea-sures all for-sak - en, take me, Jes - sus, take me now.
fill  me with thy love and pow-er, let thy bless-ings fall on me.
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all  to thee, my bless - ed Sav-ior, I sur-ren - der  all.

Text: Judson W. Van DeVenter, 1855-1939
Music: SURRENDER, Winfield S. Weeden, 1847-1908

Sharing the Peace and Sending
P Go i peace. Christ 1s Risen.
C  Chrst is risen indeed! Alleluia!



ANNOUNCEMENTS
‘What's Happening This Week at St. Paul’s: May 10-17, 2026

“Unless otherwise noted, all activities will take place at the Eggertsville Campus™

Sunday: 9:00-9:45 am: Adult Forum
9:30 am-1:00 pm: Western New York Church at AC
10:00 am: Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV
10:00 am: Worship, Communion, and Sunday School
Monday: 4:15 pm: Daily Bread Food Truck Meal Share
Tuesday: 10:00 am: Bible Study
5:00-6:30 pm: We Can No Longer Blame Others (NA)
Wednesday: 10:00 am: Comforters Meeting
8:00 pm: AA Meeting
Thursday:  3:00-6:30 pm: Tiger’s Den Food Pantry Open
7:15 pm: Book Club at AC
Friday: No Events Planned
Saturday:  9:00 am-3:00 pm: Peniel Haittan Church at AC
5:00 pm: Worship and Communion at AC
5:00-11:00 pm: Private Party in the Parish Hall
Sunday: 9:00-9:45 am: Adult Forum
9:30 am-1:00 pm: Western New York Church at AC
10:00 am: Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV
10:00 am: Worship, Communion, and Sunday School

Prayer List: In our congregational and extended family: Betty & James Aprile; Martin Burch (Lois
O’Brian’s brother); Sondra Howe; Claudia Staines; Maurice Saxton; Cindy Milazzo Schwartz; Sylvia
McLaughling Sue Epstein

Prayer List: Shut-Ins (* indicates new names or changes added this week)

Neal Del.eo: Greenfield Manor, #D127, 5958 Broadway, Lancaster, NY 14086

Jack Gallagher: Amberleigh, 2330 Maple Road, #183, Willlamswille, NY 14221

John Hornung: Brothers of Mercy, 10570 Bergtold Road, Clarence, NY 14031

Jan Isaacs: 6 Bush Gardens, Three Rod Road, Alden, NY 14004

Joan Maefs: Solstice, 6363 Transit Road, #136, East Amherst, NY 14051

Elaine Masman: Heathwood Assisted Living, 815 Hopkins, Room 251, Willlamswille, NY 14221
Sylvia McLaughlin: 44 Sherwin Drive, Tonawanda, NY 14150

Charles Scofield: Fredonia Place, 201 Reist Street, #228, Wilhamsville, NY 14221

David Wolf: Solstice, 6363 Transit Road, #244, East Amherst, NY 14051

Mother’s Day 1s not just about the lady who helped you see the light
of day, 1t 1s also about all of those kind-hearted souls who
contributed towards making you the person you are today.




PREVIOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS

In-Person Worship: St. Paul’s has two im-person worship services: Saturday evening at 5:00
pm at the Amherst Campus, 5125 Main Street, Wilhamsville, 14221, and Sunday morning
at 10:00 am at the Fggertsville Campus, 4007 Main Street, Fggertsville, 14220. The Sunday
10:00 am worship service 1s also livestreamed on St. Paul’s YouTube page.

Church Unleashed: If you cannot join us for m-person worship, please continue to worship
with us as Church Unleashed on Sunday mornings at 10:00 am on WBBZ, Youlube, or
Facebook.

Prayer Team Ministry: Once a week you will receive an email with a list of people to pray
for and specific requests for that person. We ask that you comumit to praying for the names
on the email. If you'd like to join us, please contact Cody at: Cody@stpaulseggertsville.com

Daily Bread Food Truck: The 2026 Monday Meal Share is underway each Monday from
4:15-5:15 pm. If you are interested in volunteering or donating, contact the office at

710-835-0407 or dailybread4007@gmail.com.

NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS

Fggerwsville House: The Building Team is hosting a brief 15 minute intro and information
session on the Fggertsville House expansion Wednesday May 15" via Zoom at 12:00 pm.
Please email the church office to receive the link to the meeting.

Adult Forum Schedule: 5/10-5/24: Craig Maefs—An Overview of Current Events in the
Middle East

Thursday, May 14 at 7:15 pm at AC: Book Club; book for May reading: Rent Collector by
Carmon Wright

Tigers Den Food Pantry: The Food Pantry 1s open to anyone in need mn zip code 14220, or
by referral. The pantry hours for May are different than normal i order to meet FeedMore
WNY requirements: Saturday, May 9 and May 16 from 9:00 am-12:30 pm; and Thursday,
May 14 and May 28 from 3:00-0:30 pm. Donations for May: salad dressing, coffee, tea.

Grief Share: Are you grieving a loss? Beginning Wednesday, May 0-July 29, 2026 from
11:00 am-1:00 pm, at Abiding Savior Church, 1134 Ruie Road, North Tonawanda, NY,
14120. For additional information contact Karen Himle, 7160-6094-2514.

**Church Envelopes: We received notification from our church envelope vendor that the
next mailing of envelopes may be delayed. As soon as they are available they will be mailed
to you. If needed, you can always use the envelopes already in the pews until you receive
your envelopes. ™ *



You are cordially invited to join us for a special last
Worship Service at
St. Paul’s Amherst Campus

Saturday, May 23, 2026
S pm

We will gather in gratitude, reflection, and hope..
This sacred service will be a time to give thanks for ~
all that has been, to honor the memories wehold =

dear, and to entrust the future to God’s care.

Cake & Light Refreshments served after the service :
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+ 8t. Paul’s Mission +
1o empower others with the Good News of Jesus Christ.
We do that by: Seeking Connections, Enriching Faith, Nourishing Lives,
and Demonstrating Love in God’s Name.

St. Paul’s Congregation Council

President: Robert Simpson
Vice-President: 1im _Johnson
Treasurer: William Niblock
Secretary: Janet Schmidt
Bob Brown  David Dahlberg  Susan Epstein
Sara Hannon Vanessa Solomon  Scott Vahue — Barbara Walter

Pastors
Steve Biegner (710-808-1232 - cell); Emalil: steve@stpaulseggertsville.com
Kristen Arends: Email: kristen@stpaulseggertsville.com

Directors of Music: Paul H. Storfer (SPEC) and Adam Schmidt (AC)
Christian Education Coordinator: June Piette: scs@stpaulseggertsvlle.com
Youth Ministry: Jordan Dywan: youth@stpaulseggrtsville.com
Digital Ministry: Andrew Gruszka

Faciliies Manager: Jefl Stein

Church Office Staff
Cody Almeter and Adrienne Leary
FE-mail: office@stpaulseggertsville.com
1Telephone: (716) 835-0407

Website: www.stpaulseggertsville.com

St. Paul’s Fggertsville Campus St. Paul’s Amherst Campus
4007 Mamn Street J125 Main Street
Fegertsville, NY 14226 Williamsville, NY 14221

Worship Service: Sundays at 10:00 amn Worship Service: Saturdays at 5:00 pm



