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Confession 

P       Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. 

C Amen. 

P Let us confess our sin to God. Compassionate God, 

C we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free 

 ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your 

 burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, 

 Amen. 

P Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy 

 burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and 

 Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. 

C Amen. 

 



Apostolic Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

 the Holy Spirit be with you all.                                                                                    

C And also with you. 

Opening Hymn: LBW543 



Prayer of the Day                                                                                                             

P Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your 

 Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith 

 and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen.  

 

First Reading: Isaiah 55:10-13 

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. 

Their return to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains 

and by trees that clap their hands. 

 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there 

until they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the 

sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it 

shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose and       

succeed in the thing for which I sent it.  

 For you shall go out in joy and be led back in peace; the mountains and the 

hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their 

hands. Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come 

up the myrtle, and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that 

shall not be cut off. 

A This is the Word of the Lord                                                                             

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13 (read responsively) 

Your paths overflow with plenty. (Ps. 65:11) 

A You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; to you shall vows be fulfilled. 

C To you, the one who answers prayer, to you all flesh shall come. 

A Our sins are stronger than we are, but you blot out our transgressions. 

C Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts to dwell there!  

 They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness of your  

 temple.  

A Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of our  

 salvation, O hope of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans far away. 

C You make firm the mountains by your power; you are girded about with might. 

A You still the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of 

 the peoples. 



C Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your marvelous signs; 

 you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy.  

A  You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the 

 river of God is full of water. You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the 

 earth. 

C You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; with heavy rain you soften 

 the ground and bless its increase. 

A You crown the year with your goodness, and your paths overflow with plenty. 

C May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, and the hills be clothed 

 with joy. 

A May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak 

 themselves with grain; let them shout for joy and sing.  

A This is the Word of the Lord                                                                             

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 13th Chapter.                                                       

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Gospel: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by 

proclaiming the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a       

memorable parable, Jesus explains why this good news produces different results in 

those who hear. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 



 
That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great 

crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole 

crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many things in parables, saying: 

“Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on a path, and 

the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did 

not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil.  But 

when the sun rose, they were scorched, and since they had no root, they withered 

away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 
 

Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some  

sixty, some thirty. 
 
If you have ears, hear!” 

 “Hear, then, the parable of the sower.  When anyone hears the word of the 

kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is 

sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky 

ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy,  yet 

such a person has no root but endures only for a while, and when trouble or         

persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. As for 

what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of 

this age and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what 

was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who 

indeed bears fruit and yields in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in     

another thirty.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.                                                                            

C Praise to you, O Christ.    

 

Sermon 



Hymn of the Day: WOV 713 (sing twice) 



  

 

 

Holy Baptism 

 

Presentation  

P In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death by joining 

 us to the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born  

 children of a fallen humanity; by water and the Holy Spirit we are reborn  

 children of God and made members of the church, the body of Christ. Living 

 with Christ and in the communion of saints, we grow in faith, love, and  

 obedience to the will of God. 

 

Sponsors present the candidate:   

P Sponsors, who do you present for Baptism? 

Response: We present Casey Gregory Mirabella for Holy Baptism. 

 

The presiding minister addresses the parents: 

P Travis and Amy, in Christian love, Casey has been presented for Holy  

Baptism. You should, therefore, faithfully bring him to the services of God's 

house, and teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Ten Commandments, and the 

Creed. As he grows in years, you should place in his hands the Holy         

Scriptures and provide for his instruction in the Christian faith, that, living in 

the covenant of his Baptism and in communion with the Church, he may lead 

a godly life until the day of Jesus Christ. 

 Do you promise to help Casey grow in the Christian faith and life? 

Response:  We do. 

 

The presiding minister addresses sponsors: 

P Kevin and Megan, do you promise to nurture Casey in the Christian faith as 

you are empowered by God's Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of his 

baptism and in communion with the church? 

Response:  We do. 

 



The presiding minister addresses the assembly: 

P People of God, do you promise to support Casey and pray for him in his new 

 life in Christ? 

C We do. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you.                                                                                       

C And also with you.                                                                                                        

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                                                         

C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

P Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: We give you thanks, for in the       

beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and you created heaven and 

earth. By the gift of water you nourish and sustain us and all living things. By 

the waters of the flood you condemned the wicked and saved those whom you 

had chosen, Noah and his family. You led Israel by the pillar of cloud and fire 

through the sea, out of slavery into the freedom of the promised land. In the 

waters of the Jordan your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the 

Spirit. By the baptism of his own death and resurrection your beloved Son has 

set us free from the bondage to sin and death, and has opened the way to the 

joy and freedom of everlasting life. He made water a sign of the kingdom and 

of cleansing and rebirth. In obedience to his command, we make disciples of 

all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Pour out your Holy Spirit, so that Casey who is here baptized 

may be given new life. Wash away his sin by this cleansing water and bring him 

forth as an inheritor of your glorious kingdom. To you be given praise and 

honor and worship through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  

C Amen 

 

 



Renunciation 

P I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith 

 of the church, the faith in which we baptize. 

 Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?                                        

C I renounce them. 

P Do you renounce the powers of the world that rebel against God?                   

C I renounce them. 

P Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?                                         

C I renounce them. 

 

Profession  

P Do you believe in God the Father?                                                                   

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.                              

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?                                                

C I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.                                         

  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the  

  virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

  was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He  

  ascended into heaven,  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

  He will come again to judge the living and the dead.                                

P Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?                                                                 

C I believe in the Holy Spirit,                                                                              

  the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

  sins, the resurrection of the body,  and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

Baptism 

P Casey, you are baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of  the 

 Holy Spirit. Amen 

 



Laying on of Hands 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we give you thanks for freeing your 

 sons and daughters from the power of sin and for raising them up to a new 

 life through this holy sacrament. Pour your Holy Spirit upon Casey: the spirit 

 of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 

 knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence.  

C Amen 

 

Signing with the Cross 

P Casey, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked 

 with the cross of Christ forever. Amen 

 

 

 

 

Giving of the Light 

A Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and 

 glorify your Father in heaven. 

 

Welcome 

P Through Baptism, God has made Casey a new member of the priesthood we 

all share in Christ Jesus, that we may proclaim the praise of God and bear his 

creative and redeeming Word to all the world.  

C Casey, we welcome you into the Lord’s family. We receive you as a fellow  

missionary in God’s church, child of the same heavenly Father, and a worker 

with us in the kingdom of God. Amen 

 

(Congregation joins in singing: Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me 

so; little ones to him belong, they are weak, but he is strong. Yes, Jesus loves me, yes  

Jesus loves me, yes Jesus loves me, the Bible tells me so.) 

 



 

Prayers of the Church 

 

A Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the 

 church, the world, and all of creation.  

 God our gardener, you scatter grace like seed across the world. Continue to 

 cultivate the garden of your church with your abundant Spirit. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

A God our joy, your bountiful creation reflects your commitment to life despite 

 our actions disregarding its wonder. We look toward Isaiah’s vision, when all 

 creation rejoices, and the trees will clap for joy at your salvation. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

A God our life, you give us the same Spirit by which you raised Christ from the 

 dead. Set our minds on that Spirit whenever fear or condemnation overwhelm 

 throughout the world. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

A God our host and table, we pray for children who hunger and rely on school 

 meals, for all who toil under the hot sun without refreshment, for the 

 chronically ill who have exhausted their resources, and for local concerns. We 

 pray especially for the people on our Prayer Lists and Prayer Chain, and those 

 we name before you now, either silently or aloud. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

A God our source, tend this assembly with your grace throughout this summer 

 season. May those who travel for work or recreation do so safely, and may 

 visitors find refreshment among us. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

A We give you thanks that the roots of your goodness run deep throughout  

 history. We remember those saints who have gone before us in faith. God of 

 grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

A Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all 

 our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 



 

 Offering Music and Prayer 

Ways to Give to St. Paul’s:                                                                                             

Options you can use to continue tithing to St. Paul’s: 

• In-Person Worship: Continue to put                                   QR Giving Code:                                                   

your envelopes and cash in the plate 

• Giving by Mail: Please mail your donations                                                                 

payable to St. Paul’s, 4007 Main Street,                                                                         

Eggertsville, NY  14226 

• Online: The St. Paul’s website contains                                                                       

a link to Online Giving. The website is:                                                                       

https://stpaulseggertsville.com/online-giving/  

Last Week’s Digital and Service Offerings: $8,285.15                                                                                                                                                              

Budgeted Weekly Service Offering: $7,488.00 

P Let us pray,  

C Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered here today and through 

 our online giving. You have set a table before us, nourish us with the body and 

 blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world 

 you love. In the name of Jesus. Amen. 

 

 

 

Dialogue and Preface 

P The Lord be with you.                                                                                       

C And also with you.                 

P  Lift up your hearts.                 

C We lift them to the Lord.                                                                                                

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.             

C It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

P It is indeed right and proper that we should at all times and in all places, offer 

 thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who 

 on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 

 opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth  and 

 the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and sing their unending hymn: 



Words of Institution 

P In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

 gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is 

 my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

 saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

 people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:                              

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

 lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the  kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 



Holy Communion at St. Paul’s: celebrated every time we gather, and is open to all.                       

Please approach by the center aisle, receive the bread and the wine, and return to 

your seat via the side aisle. Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available. Simply 

request it from the Assisting Minister holding the wine. Children are welcome! 

Those who receive elsewhere may receive here. Children who do not yet receive 

may come for a blessing. If you have difficulty walking, communion will be brought 

to you at your seat.  

 

Communion Blessing 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you                     

 in his grace. 

C Amen. 

 

Prayer After Communion 

P Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled 

 with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 

 may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the 

 name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benediction 

P And now as you go on your way, may the Lord go with you. May he go before 

 you to show you the way, behind you to encourage you, beside you to be your 

 friend, above you to watch over you, and within you to give you peace. Go 

 today celebrating in the name of the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

 and all God’s children said…  

C Amen. 

 

 

 

Sharing the Peace and Sending                                                                                                 

P Go in peace, serve the Lord!                                                                                        

C Thanks be to God.  

Closing Hymn: ELW 547 (on the following page)  





ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

What’s Happening This Week at St. Paul’s: July 12-19, 2026 

 

Sunday: 10:00 am: Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV        

  10:00 am: Worship, Communion, and Baptism of Casey Mirabella                                       

Monday: No Events Planned                                                                                                                                   

Tuesday:  5:00-6:30 pm: We Can No Longer Blame Others (NA)                                                                                      

Wednesday: 8:00 pm: AA Meeting                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Thursday:  4:00-8:00 pm: Wheels For Workers Gathering                                                                                      

Friday: No Events Planned                                           

Saturday: 9:00 am-12:30 pm: Tiger’s Den Food Pantry Open                                                                                  

Sunday:  10:00 am: Church Unleashed: YouTube, Facebook, and MeTV        

  10:00 am: Outdoor Worship Service and Communion at St. John Lutheran 

       

Deacons: 7/12: John Schunak; 7/19: Martin Troutman                                                                                    

Ushers:  7/12: Vanessa Solomon & Todd Vahue; 7/19;: Lonny Walter & Jerry Keppel 

 

Prayer List: In our congregational and extended family: Mark Silsby; Claudia Staines; Maurice 
Saxton; Cindy Milazzo Schwartz; Sue Epstein 

Prayer List: Shut-Ins (* indicates new names or changes added this week)                                                                                                                               

*Roslyn Bauman: Greenfield Manor, 5953 Broadway, Lancaster, NY 14086                                     

Jack Gallagher: Amberleigh, 2330 Maple Road, #183, Williamsville, NY 14221                                      

John Hornung: Brothers of Mercy, 10570 Bergtold Road, Clarence, NY 14031                                         

Jan Isaacs: 6 Bush Gardens, Three Rod Road, Alden, NY 14004                                                  

Joan Maefs: Solstice, 6363 Transit Road, #136, East Amherst, NY 14051                                                                               

Elaine Masman: Heathwood Assisted Living, 815 Hopkins, Room 251, Williamsville, NY 14221                              

Sylvia McLaughlin: 44 Sherwin Drive, Tonawanda, NY 14150                                                                     

Charles Scofield: Fredonia Place, 201 Reist Street, #61, Williamsville, NY 14221                                             

David Wolf: Solstice, 6363 Transit Road, #244, East Amherst, NY 14051   

    

Tiger’s Den could use your help: After several years of tents and carports that 
could not withstand Buffalo weather, we decided to look for a more               
permanent solution to cover the outside area we use for the pantry. If you 
know which end of a hammer is used to hammer a nail or which screwdriver is 
used on a Phillips head screw or what an Allen wrench is, then we could use 
your help. Around July 15 Amazon will deliver the Arcadia 20’ x 9.5’ Cedar 

Wooden Carport/Gazebo kit. Could you help us build it? It will probably take two days to 

complete, so we are looking at the weekend of July 18-19 or August 1-2. Lunch and             
beverages will be provided both days. If you are interested, please give Adrienne a call      
Tuesday through Thursday between 8:30 am-2:30 pm at 716-835-0407. 



PREVIOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS 

In-Person Worship: St. Paul’s has one worship service on Sunday morning at 10:00 am at 
4007 Main Street, Eggertsville, 14226. The Sunday 10:00 am worship service is also 
livestreamed on St. Paul’s YouTube page. 

Church Unleashed: If you cannot join us for in-person worship, please continue to worship 
with us as Church Unleashed on Sunday mornings at 10:00 am on WBBZ, YouTube, or 
Facebook.                                     

Prayer Team Ministry: Once a week you will receive an email with a list of people to pray 
for and specific requests for that person. We ask that you commit to praying for the names 
on the email. If you’d like to join us, please contact Cody at: Cody@stpaulseggertsville.com 

Daily Bread Food Truck: The 2026 Monday Meal Share is underway each Monday from 
4:15-5:15 pm. If you are interested in volunteering or donating, contact the office at         
716-835-0407 or dailybread4007@gmail.com.    

                               

NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                                                             

Tigers Den Food Pantry: The Food Pantry is open to anyone in need in zip code 14226, or 
by referral. The pantry hours for July are: Thursdays, 7/16 and 7/30 from 3:00-6:30 pm; and 
Saturdays, 7/11 and 7/25 from 9:00 am-12:30 pm. Donations for July: spaghetti sauce and 
pasta.                                          

 

 





 

 

 

 

 

+ St. Paul’s Mission +                                                                                                       
To empower others with the Good News of Jesus Christ.                                                         

We do that by: Seeking Connections, Enriching Faith, Nourishing Lives,                                                
and Demonstrating Love in God’s Name. 

 

St. Paul’s Congregation Council                                                                                              

President: Tim Johnson                                                                                                       
Vice-President: Vanessa Solomon                                                                                                 

Treasurer: William Niblock                                                                                                   
Secretary: Janet Schmidt and Sara Hannon                                                                                     

Mona Baskin     Bob Brown     David Dahlberg                                                                                 
Ginger Davis      Wendy Fortune     Barbara Walter           

 

Pastoral Leaders                                                                                                                               
Steve Biegner (716-868-1232 - cell); Email: steve@stpaulseggertsville.com                                                       

Kristen Arends: (716-481-8728 - cell); Email: kristen@stpaulseggertsville.com 

 

Director of Music: Paul H. Storfer                                                                                                   
Christian Education Coordinator:  June Piette; Email: scs@stpaulseggertsville.com                                                                                     

Youth Ministry:  Jordan Dywan; Email: youth@stpaulseggertsville.com                                                                           
Digital Ministry:  Andrew Gruszka                                                                                                                             

          Facilities Manager:  Jeff Stein      

 

Church Office Staff                                                                                                                                
Cody Almeter and Adrienne Leary                                                                                              

E-mail: office@stpaulseggertsville.com                                                                                         
Telephone: (716) 835-0407                                                                                                       

Website: www.stpaulseggertsville.com 

                                                                                                                             
    St. Paul’s Eggertsville Campus                                                                       

    4007 Main Street                                     
                   Eggertsville, NY 14226           

               Worship Service: Sundays at 10:00 am   


